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SUBJECT:

Travel Reimbursement Rates (EL-8)



PRESENTER:
Larry Throm



RECOMMENDATION

That the Board of Trustees approve in-state travel reimbursement rates of $6.75 for breakfast, $6.75 for lunch, $16.50 for dinner, 35¢ per mile, and actual cost of lodging, airfare, cab and car rental, and out-of-state travel rates.




BACKGROUND INFORMATION


HB 7 of the 78th Legislative 3rd Special Session, which was effective January 11, 2004, repealed Section 44.044 of the Texas Education Code.  Texas Education Code, Section 44.044 states that a school district may not reimburse an employee for expenditures for travel in excess of the applicable amount adopted by the Comptroller under Section 660.021, Government Code.  This new language was added during the Regular Session, however, due to the efforts of TASB, this same language was repealed in the 3rd Special Session.


ADMINISTRATIVE CONSIDERATIONS


The Regular Session of the Legislature saw the passage of HB898.  Many people saw HB898 as a punitive measure by the Comptroller towards school districts.  It was passed in the wanning minutes of the Regular Session with little comment allowed from the public.  The Austin ISD had traditionally reimbursed employees and trustees the full amount of the lodging costs.  HB898 limited lodging reimbursement to $80 per day.  Many, if not most, of the hotels in major cities hosting educational events charge more than $80 per day.  The Legislature saw fit to immediately repeal this provision in HB7 of the 3rd Special Session.  The administration is asking the Trustees to allow the District to also return to its previous practice of reimbursing the actual cost of lodging.


ACTION REQUIRED
Board approval

CONTACT PERSON(S)

Larry Throm

