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April 12, 2004


SUBJECT:
Installation of Air Conditioning In MDF Closets at Twelve Schools

Award of Contract (EL-9)

PRESENTER:
Curt Shaw, Director

Construction Management Department

RECOMMENDATION


That the Board of Trustees award a contract in the amount of $95,969 to Mechanical Technical Services L.P, for the installation of the air-conditioning systems in the MDF rooms at:

:

LBJ High School

Covington Middle School





Dobie
Middle School



Blackshear Elementary School



Campbell Elementary School

Govalle Elementary School



Highland Park Elementary School



Kiker
Elementary School



Metz
Elementary School



Palm
Elementary School



Odom
Elementary School



Reilly
Elementary School

BACKGROUND INFORMATION
The MDF (main distribution frame) rooms at each campus house the wide-area network system equipment, telephone system, SASI servers, security panels, battery back-up systems and PA equipment.  These rooms have dedicated air-conditioning systems that are intended to keep temperatures at levels not exceeding 75° in order to prevent the electronic equipment from overheating and malfunctioning.

Over time, with the expansion of technology and telecommunication systems, more equipment has been added to the MDFs, and the original air-conditioning systems can no longer keep the rooms at an acceptable temperature level.  The reliability of the electronic equipment has been compromised with room temperatures exceeding preferred levels by 10 to 15 degrees.

This contract allows for the replacement of air-conditioning systems in the MDFs at 12 of the schools that are most adversely affected by overheating.  In time, additional schools will need to, likewise, have their MDF air-conditioning systems upgraded, modified or replaced.

The engineering firm of HMG and Associates, Inc was retained to provide the necessary design services and bid documents for the project.


The scope of the project includes removal of existing equipment and installation of new air-conditioning systems. It also includes all related electrical, piping and structural work with the required modifications, and factory authorized start up of the equipment.


Funds for this project are available from the Construction Management Department’s annual maintenance and operations budget.

ADMINISTRATIVE CONSIDERATION


The project was advertised in accordance with state law and Board policy.
 A public bid opening was held on Tuesday, March 23, 2004, at 2:00 PM in the offices of the AISD Construction Management Department, and the following bids were received:



BIDDER





BASE BID


Mechanical Technical Services L.P.


$ 95,969


Thermal Mechanical




$106,700


Wattinger Co.





$126,000


Central Texas Commercial Air Conditioning


& Heating, Inc.





$127,650


Tofka, Inc.






$147,000


The low bidder, Mechanical Technical Services, has not previously performed work directly for AISD, however, this company has successfully completed similar projects as a subcontractor to a general contractor on previous AISD projects. Mechanical Technical Services L.P. has completed similar projects for surrounding school districts in this area as the prime contractor.

ACTION REQUIRED


Board approval.


CONTACT PERSONS

Curt Shaw 

