Just for the Kids High Performing Schools (EL-3)

April 12, 2004

Page 2 of 2

SUBJECT:
Kiker Elementary School, Kealing Junior High School, Murchison Middle School, and O.Henry Middle School Named to the “Just for the Kids High-Performing Schools” List



PRESENTER:
Dr. Darlene Westbrook, CAO, Division of Education




Dr. Peggy Gordon, Associate Superintendent for Middle Schools



Dr. Yolanda Rocha, Associate Superintendent for Elem. Schools
RECOMMENDATION

That the Board of Trustees recognize and congratulate Kiker Elementary School, Kealing Jr. High, Murchison Middle School, and O.Henry Middle School for being named to the “Just for the Kids High-Performing Schools” list. 




BACKGROUND INFORMATION


The National Center for Educational Accountability has been investigating educational best practice for the past four years.  The National Center’s Best Practice Framework provides an organizational schema to examine the practices of consistently high-performing school systems.  The Framework helps focus educators on the practices and strategies that are found in high-performing school systems rather than on any single school’s method of enacting a practice.  Rigorous school-selection and research criteria, including multiple-year performance data and comparison schools, have led to the identification and study of high-performing schools across the country.

State Farm, a national leader in the insurance industry, through the State Farm Foundation, is cosponsoring the recognition and awards program.  Kiker Elementary School, Kealing Jr. High, O.Henry Middle School, and Murchison Middle School have been named to the “Just for the Kids High-Performing Schools” list because of the sustained high academic performance in writing of students in 2001, 2002, and 2003.  


ACTION REQUIRED

Board approval.

CONTACT PERSON(S)




Lori Schneider, Kiker Elementary School Principal

Leroy Davis, Kealing Jr. High Principal

Lynda Redler, Murchison Middle School Principal

Pete Price, O.Henry Middle School Principal

BOARD RECOGNITION STATEMENT

Kiker, Kealing, Murchison, and O.Henry Named

to the “Just for the Kids High-Performing Schools” List


It is with great pride that I recognize Kiker Elementary School, Kealing Jr. High, Murchison Middle School, and O.Henry Middle School for being named to the “Just for the Kids High-Performing Schools” list.  The National Center for Educational Accountability has been investigating educational best practice for the past four years.  Rigorous school-selection and research criteria, including multiple-year performance data and comparison schools, have led to the identification and study of high-performing schools across the country.  Kiker Elementary School, Kealing Jr. High, O.Henry Middle School, and Murchison Middle School have been named to the “Just for the Kids High-Performing Schools” list because of the sustained high academic performance in writing of students in 2001, 2002, and 2003.  The Board of Trustees of the Austin Independent School District commends and congratulates Kiker, Kealing, Murchison, and O.Henry on this outstanding accomplishment.

