Attachment 2.  Sample Textbook Review Form

EL 13.2


Austin Independent School District

2002-2003 Textbook Adoption

Prekindergarten Instructional Materials

Review Form

Name of System Reviewed:



______Ready, Set, Leap!
  (Please check one.)





LeapFrog SchoolHouse








______Pebble Soup Explorations








Rigby








______Saxon Early Learning








Saxon Textbooks








______Scholastic Early Childhood Program








Scholastic, Inc.








______We Can!









Sopras West Educational Services








______The DLM Early Childhood Express








SRA/McGraw-Hill

Please rate the following questions by circling a number from 1 to 4, with a 4 being the highest.

1. To what extent does the instructional material address:

a.  Language Arts



1
2
3
4

b.  Mathematics



1
2
3
4

c.  Science




1
2
3
4

d.  Social Studies



1
2
3
4

e.  Technology



1
2
3
4                                                                                                                                                                      

2. In reviewing the Lesson Plans in the Teacher Guides, to what degree are they:

a.  Age Appropriate


1
2
3
4 

b.  Interesting/Motivating


1
2
3
4

c.  Designed to Meet Needs

1
2
3
4

        of Individual Learners

d.  Reflective of Multiple Cultures
1
2
3
4

e.  Easily Accessible


1
2
3
4

f.  Aligned with PreK Guidelines

1
2
3
4

g.  Have the Disciplines Integrated
1
2
3
4


        into the Lessons

3. Are the materials and manipulatives:

a.  Durable




1
2
3
4

b.  Open-ended (multiple uses)

1
2
3
4

c.  Easily Accessible


1
2
3
4

d.  Interesting/Motivating


1
2
3
4

(over)

4.  Are the Assessment Materials:


a. Aligned with PreK Guidelines
1
2
3
4

b. Teacher-Friendly


1
2
3
4

c. Time Consuming


1
2
3
4

d. Questions Worded Appropriately
1
2
3
4

5. Is the literature:

a.  of  High Quality


1
2
3
4

b.  Appealing



1
2
3
4

c.  Relevant



1
2
3
4

d.  Aligned with PreK Guilelines
1
2
3
4

e.  Balanced with both Fiction and
1
2
3
4

        Non-Fiction

f.  Reflective of Multiple Cultures
1
2
3
4

g.  Age-Appropriate


1
2
3
4

6. Is the storage unit for the system well organized and durable for long-term use?

1
2
3
4

7.   How are letters introduced for English?

8. How are letters introduced for Spanish?

9. Is there an ESL component for English Language Learners?  Describe the quality.

10. Are the activities that are indicated for use at home written in a way to be easily understood by parents?           Are pre-written parent letters available in English, Spanish, and other Languages?

11. Do the Teacher’s Editions include Engish and Spanish side-by-side?

12. Are music, movement, and physical motor activities incorporated into each unit?

Comments:

Name:_____________________________________School:______________Date:___________

Following each presentation, please place the completed sheet into the box provided on the refreshment table or return in school mail to Anita Uphaus, Carruth Administration Center.

Summary of Process for Use of Prekindergarten Instructional Materials Use Form

1. The Prekindergarten Teacher Advisory Committee created the form to be used to gather data for the evaluation of the six prekindergarten systems available for adoption.  The committee members gave careful consideration to the support needed for the districtwide implementation of the Prekindergarten Guidelines, (the precursor to the Texas Knowledge and Skills for Kindergarten), and to the alignment of prekindergarten with the total AISD curriculum alignment, PK-12. 

2.         The forms were given to all teachers, citizens, and other educators who attended                                                                                                                                       

each of the six prekindergarten textbook adoption awareness presentations held during the months of December and January.  Participants returned the completed evaluations at the close of each session.

3.
Following the final awareness session, on January 29, 2003, the ratings were compiled and the comments documented. This data will be used as one source of input into the teacher advisory committee final selection of the preferred learning system to be adopted for use in all Prekindergarten (PK) and Preschool Program for Children with Disabilities (PPCD) classes. The recommendation will be taken to the superintendent through the co-chairpersons of the PK teacher advisory committee.  


