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SUBJECT:

Recommendations for the Adoption of Textbooks



PRESENTER:
Darlene Westbrook



RECOMMENDATION

That the Board of Trustees approve the proposed textbook adoptions for Prekindergarten and Social Studies.  The recommended Social Studies Advanced Placement adoption includes textbooks that exceed the state amount allocated by $32,790.20.




BACKGROUND INFORMATION

The textbook selection process for the instructional materials under consideration began in the fall of 2002 and culminates with action by the Board of Trustees.  The AISD selection process has involved teachers, administrators, and citizens from across the District.

Members of the Official Textbook Committee presented recommendations on March 4, 2003.  Each member of the Official Textbook Committee served as a chair of a Teacher Textbook Advisory Committee for a specific content area.  Chairs of the Citizen Textbook Advisory Committee presented their recommendations on February 28, 2003, to the Official Textbook Advisory Committee members.

To ensure that teachers, administrators, and citizens had access to the textbooks and instructional materials under consideration for adoption, the following occurred:

· Textbook publishers sampled individual campuses and provided materials for teachers and citizens on textbook advisory committees. 

· Sets of textbooks and materials were on display at the Texas Education Agency, Region XIII Education Service Center, Baker Center and the F. R. Rice Campus.

· All teachers were invited to view textbooks and instructional materials and provide feedback to the appropriate Teacher Advisory Committee through the use of an evaluation form.

· Publishers participated in presentations of all materials available for adoption through awareness sessions that were scheduled during the months of December and January.  Sessions were open to all interested educators and citizens. 

· Publishers presented one final time to members of the advisory committees and general public through the Official Textbook Hearings during the week of February 10-14, 2003. 

The 2002-2003 textbook adoption subject areas and the members of the AISD Teacher Textbook Advisory Committee are as follows: (*Denotes Chairperson)

Elementary

Prekindergarten 


          Jean Boehme*

English and Spanish

          Cynthia Dominguez*










Suzanne Bazarian










Bertha Cepeda










Elia Cervantes










Chris Contreras










Janice Day










Carol McLaurin










Carlos Quiroz










Yolanda Ramirez










Daniel Reyna










Christine Sams









    
Charlene Taylor-Rhodes                      










Judy Wallace










Barbara Wilson
Social Studies Grades 1-5 

Liz Canales*
English and Spanish

Valeta Denmon* 










Yolanda Chavez










Betsy Davis










Nora Dorado










Kinnison Dunkum










Guadalupe Gomez










Maria Gomez










Susan Hunt
         











Tracy Lehman










Kirstie MacKay










Rick Rodriguez










Lonna Sanderson

Sandra Valle










Vanessa Jones









Susan Monahan

Middle School



Patricia Truevillian*

Social Studies 6



Marcia Caldwell

English and Spanish


Heather Herrick










Deborah Hooker

Joseph Mata










Serena McMillon










Yolanda Melendez










Lisa Mielke











Joe Moore











Matt Nelson










Jennifer Seale










Diane
Tucker










Jason Whitson

Diana Gustafson







Marc Thrall

Social Studies, Grade 7


Ann Walsh*









Vickie Bauerle








Karen Beaverstock








Clarke Bostick








Victoria Bradley



Nikki Dominguez-Hill
 

Nan Ellis


Stan Guzick


Diana Leal


Paul Stearns


Curtis Wilson

Diana Gustafson







Marc Thrall


Social Studies, Grade 8


Doug Rhodenbaugh*

Teresa Castillo

Annette Crites

Terrie Dreyfus

Beth Jenkins


Jane Morris


Kevin Owens

Sharon Respondek

Dick Strobel



Diana Gustafson







Marc Thrall

High School







Social Studies                   
Rebekah Vertrees*





World Geography Studies
Rebecca Boggs-Bissett






April Burkett





Teresa Grumbles




Lisa Hancock











Ann Hudson

Andrea Ramirez

Kim Schultz











Gregory Shannon









Kenneth Soloff










Larry Gerulis


World History Studies 


Terry Loessin*


Advanced Placement


Susan Andrews
European History



Leila Henderson
Advanced Placement


Cristal Kates
World History



Terry Kubsch

Mike Read










Kerry Redmon









Bill Staples










Suzan Stratton









Larry Gerulis
United States History


Janie Maldonado*
Since Reconstruction


Wendy Able-Braulick

Advanced Placement


Paula Booth     
United States History


Jim Furgeson









Calvin Rex Ivey



Misty Lindsey




Pat Maney





Gregory Nicholls












Kimberly Schaare










David Varela

Dave Sanders
United States Government

Jennifer Cook*

Advanced Placement


Carrie
Barrett
Comparative Government

Hugh Cox

and Politics




David Earle







Stephanie Fletcher
Advanced




Glen Lewis
U.S. Government 



Ruth Narvaiz

and Politics




Charles Tabor








Dave Sanders

Economics with Emphasis

Lyn Loeffler*
on the Free Enterprise


Ralph
Colson
System and Its Benefits


Carlos Cruz
Advanced Placement


Howard Guttmann

Macroeconomics



Glenn Stirrat
Advanced Placement


Eduardo Trevino

Microeconomics



Rick Weller












Larry Gerulis

Psychology



           Suzie Doerr*

Advanced Placement


Lana Bongiolatti

Psychology




Chris Cain-Pesser









Janet Turner

Sociology



          Marcos Pedraza*









Alice Davis










Christine Velasquez

Wanda Wilson

The 2002-2003 members of the AISD Citizens Textbook Advisory Committee are as follows: (*Denotes Chairperson)

Prekindergarten



Elizabeth Burr
Cruz Guerrero








Joyce Lynch







Elaine Martinez







Annabelle O’Canas


Social Studies Grades 1-3

Janice Daemmrich
Kim Heslip

Betsy McCombs
Cindi Resh








Naomi Richard








Glenn Ross


Social Studies Grades 4-6

Jennifer Cumberbatch







Moses Guzman








Marguerite Jones








Tina Weinberger












Middle School Social Studies

Melissa Gaskill*


                        Texas Studies, U.S. History                    Dr. James Gibeaut








Patty Gonzales








Ana Martinez








Connie Williams








Tracy Vasquez

High School Social Studies

Steve Aleman

World Geography



Betsy Bender  

World History



Robin Bradford

Government




Dr. June Brewer
Economics




Hopeton Hay
Psychology




Ann Heinen









John Leffler







Leila Levinson

Jackie Mayo 

Michael Supancic

Rosa White

Gwen Zucker




ADMINISTRATIVE CONSIDERATIONS

Each committee was charged with selecting textbook materials that will be used as curriculum resources for at least seven years.  These resources must support the AISD curriculum, student performance expectations, and state curriculum and accountability standards.  Therefore, the materials were analyzed using guidelines that included alignment with the AISD PreK-12 Curriculum Matrices, standards of quality, appropriateness for age of student and subject to be taught, reflections of multiple cultures, motivational characteristics, and critical thinking skills.

Through individual reviews, campus faculty reviews, Teacher Textbook Advisory Committees and Citizen Textbook Advisory Committees’ analyses, the members of the AISD Official Textbook Committee recommend the following for adoption:

                                TEXTBOOKS 2003-2004

Prekindergarten
SRA/DLM    

 Early Childhood Express 




Program
Social Studies        Harcourt 

Harcourt Horizons/ 
   Grades 1-5

Harcourt Horizontes
   Grade 6                Glencoe/

Our World Today: People, 
                                McGraw-Hill

Places and Issues
   Grade 7               Glencoe/

Texas and Texans
                                McGraw-Hill


   Grade 8                McDougal 

Creating America: 
                               
Littell Inc.         
Beginning Through 







Reconstruction
World Geography   McDougal

World Geography
                                 Littell Inc.

World History         McDougal

World History: Patterns of
                                 Littell Inc.      
Interaction

U.S. History         
Glencoe/

The American Republic, 

McGraw-Hill

Vol. 2
U.S. Government
Pearson/

Magruder’s American

Prentice Hall 

Government


Psychology
Glencoe/

Understanding Psychology

McGraw-Hill



Sociology
Glencoe/

Sociology and You

McGraw-Hill

Economics/
Pearson/

Economics: Principles in 
Free Enterprise
Prentice Hall

Action
AP European 
Wadsworth/

Western Civilization
History
Thomson
 
Comprehensive
AP World History
McDougal

The Earth and Its Peoples
  
Littell Inc.

AP U.S. History
Glencoe/

American History: A 

McGraw-Hill

Survey
AP Government
Pearson/

Government in America

Prentice Hall

AP Macro and
Glencoe/

Economics
Microeconomics
McGraw-Hill


AP Psychology
Bedford, 

Psychology

Freeman, Worth


For the first time in a Social Studies Adoption, Advanced Placement textbooks have been included.  In the past, the District, or individual campuses, paid for the Advanced Placement (AP) textbooks from local funds.  Four of the six AP textbooks recommended for adoption exceed the state maximum cost price.  The District is responsible for funding the difference in the cost per textbook. Teachers on the advisory committees chose the textbooks that best address the academic rigor of the Advanced Placement curriculum.  The budget amounts are based on the 2002-2003 enrollment in Social Studies Advanced Placement courses with an additional ten percent added to address the District goal of increasing enrollment in Advanced Placement courses.

High School Advanced Placement Textbook Cost Difference

	Item
	Cost Per Item
	Number
	Total

	Advanced Placement European History

Western Civilization Comprehensive

Cost is $68.75 per book; State will pay $64.25
	$4.50
	30
	$135.00

	Advanced Placement United States History

American History:  A Survey

Cost is $64.50 per book; State will pay $62.25
	$2.25
	890
	$2,002.50

	Advanced Placement United States Government—Government in America

Cost is $59.97 per book; State will pay $49.25
	$10.72
	770
	$8,254.40

	Advanced Placement Macroeconomics and

Microeconomics—Economics

Cost is $80.25 per book; State will pay $50.00
	$30.35
	738
	$22,398.30

	TOTAL
	
	
	$32,790.20


ACTION REQUIRED

Board approval.

CONTACT PERSON(S)

Denise Collier

Rosemary Morrow

Anita Uphaus

Attachment #1

2002-2003

Official Textbook Adoption

   Committee Reports
Prekindergarten
and 

Social Studies, Grades 1-12

Austin Independent School District

March 4, 2003
MEMORANDUM

TO:

Dr. Darlene Westbrook

FROM:

Cynthia Dominguez and Jean Boehme, Co-Chairs



Prekindergarten and Preschool Program for Children with Disabilities



Teachers’ Textbook Advisory Committee

DATE:

March 5, 2003

SUBJECT:

Recommendation for Prekindergarten and Preschool Program for Children with 



Disabilities Textbook Adoption 

In order for our students to attain high levels of academic knowledge in early childhood, the Prekindergarten and Preschool Program for Children with Disabilities Teacher Textbook Advisory Committee endorses the adoption of SRA/DLM Early Childhood Express Program based on the following strengths:

Equity :

· All literature is provided in both English and Spanish. The literature has an even mix of traditional Spanish stories translated to English as well as English stories translated to Spanish.  In addition the Teacher’s Resource Anthology is a rich collection of songs, fingerplays and feltboard stories provided equally in both languages.   

· The program includes equal gender representation, age representation, and representation of special needs situations as well as ethnic background and cultural awareness.

Curriculum:

· The curriculum integrates language and early literacy with math, science, social studies, fine arts, health and safety, personal development, physical development and technology.  All math and literacy lessons end with a Reflect and Assess segment that serves as a daily assessment.

· The curriculum can be directly aligned to the current district curriculum matrices and Instructional Planning Guides for Literacy, Math, Science and Social Studies.

Math:

· This program is based on the work of Dr. Doug Clements, a leading researcher in the area of young children and mathematical skill acquisition.  In this program math is a part of each daily lesson and is integrated into all other domains throughout the course of the year.  It provides a sequential presentation of math skills and concepts.  

Research:

· Findings as well as applications of brain research are incorporated in daily lesson plans.  This is significant due to the developing nature of young children’s minds. 

Teacher Support and Services:

· The format of the teacher’s guides is easy to follow providing structure for the novice teacher as well as flexibility for the experienced teacher.  

· The system provides a professional library, which addresses research, home connection, inclusion, phonics, math and assessment.

· The company is committed to service and support of ongoing staff development.  

· The wealth of experienced presenters will customize the trainings to meet the in-service needs of the district.  The Summer Institute is an extended learning opportunity provided free of charge to all teachers.

MEMORANDUM

TO:
Dr. Darlene Westbrook

FROM:

Liz Canales and Voleta Denman, Chairs



Textbook Advisory Committee for

Elementary Social Studies Grade K-5

DATE:

March 4, 2003

SUBJECT:
Recommendation for the Elementary School Social Studies Grade K-5 Textbook Adoption

Recommendation:

In order for our students to attain the highest levels of academic knowledge and understanding of Social Studies concepts and to compete in the 21st Century, the Social Studies Textbook Advisory Committee for Elementary Schools (K-5) unanimously recommends the adoption of Harcourt Horizons and Harcourt Horizontes (English and Spanish) published by Harcourt.  This recommended social studies adoption meets local, state, and national standards and supports societal expectations for the next generation of citizens and leaders of our country.

Rationale for program support:

Standards Based:

This program will: 

· Meet National Social Studies Standards.

· Supports and facilitate the implementation of the Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS), Austin ISD Social Studies Curriculum Matrix and Instructional Planning Guides.

· Support quality teaching strategies for social studies teaching as elaborated in Best Practice: New Standards for Teaching and Learning in America’s Schools, Daniels and Hyde. 

· Focus on inquiry – based instruction. 

· Effective support for Texas Assessment of Knowledge and Skills (TAKS).
Instructional Efficiency:

This proposal successfully meets our curriculum needs by providing:

· Effective instructional methodologies, including cooperative learning, inquiry, and multisensory methods.   

· Rigorous and in-depth learning experiences throughout the grade levels and strands of the social studies curriculum.

· Diverse learning materials, allowing students to see many different people represented in a variety cultural communities, as well as the character traits of historical figures in the past and today.

· Strong connections to the science curriculum (example: Fifth grade landforms is addressed the same way as it is seen in the science kits)

· Aligns basal reading sequence to the social studies text (online and in the teacher’s edition)

Social Studies Literacy:

This system will provide students with social studies experiences that will:

· Connect specifically addressed reading skills (TEKS-based) throughout the lessons.

· Time for Kids provided at three readability levels (below grade level, on grade level, and above grade level) correlates directly with the content in the text.

Instructional Resources and Materials:

· Biographies on-line go beyond the biographies included in the text.
Readability:

· Challenging readability level addresses rigorous learning and infuses necessary TAKS-identified vocabulary throughout the grade levels. 

· Highlighted and bolded vocabulary throughout all lessons assists below grade level readers and second language learners in comprehension.

Textbook:

The textbook provides: 

· Appropriate readability for diverse levels of student ability and talent, aiding students who are reading below grade level as well as challenging other students who are already reading on or above grade level to strive and go further.

· Outline format, allowing students to easily see content continuity and structure written in clear everyday language.

· User–friendly reading skills taught directly to aid in understanding the social studies content.  These are reinforced through an extensive variety of graphic organizers throughout the text. (Every lesson applies “main ideas” and a second reading skill.)

· Comprehensive and user-friendly index.

· Table of Contents is also user-friendly, gives a good idea of the content through bolded, color-coded lesson headings and icons identifying special features and skills addressed.

· “Locate it” maps throughout the chapters show precisely where in the world the event occurred. 

· Cross-curricular connections and the application of multiple intelligences research are provided at the beginning of each unit in the teacher’s edition.

Ancillaries:

· Activity book provides hands-on activities to make the content more concrete.

· More information on the ancillaries can be found in other areas of this recommendation.

Assessment:

· Includes multiple assessment formats:  Formal assess., Performance assess. (including rubrics)., Portfolio assess., Informal assess., and Student Self-Evaluation.

Instructional and Technological Support:

· Modifications are provided for ELL learners, below level learners, and above level learners.

· Activities and materials are provided to address the multiple Intelligences.

· Online links only allow students to work within specified web sites and back to the home page.  

· Readily navigable technology resources.

· Authentic user-friendly English/Spanish atlas online.

· Video extensions and numerous primary sources enhance student learning.

· Video field trips created by Reading Rainbow and CNN provide “you are there” type experiences.

· Software enables students to create and label their own maps in order to truly involve them in geography knowledge and skills.

· Online textbook allows students to see the words tracked visually as they hear them.

· CD-Rom test generator allows teachers to create assessments on exactly what was taught and to track student progress with ease and accuracy.

· Teachers can go online, type in a topic, and get prewritten lesson plans.

· Written proposal for extensive staff development to enhance the curriculum.

Concerns of the Program:

· None noted

Recommended Supplementary Materials and Budget Implications:

· In-Focus Projectors for student and teacher use per two teachers.  If  not one projector for two teachers, at least three to five projectors per campus, depending on the size of the campus.  These would enhance instruction throughout the social studies curriculum.

· We recommend the purchase of History Alive as a supplement for the fifth grade team at each campus.  This would enhance the learning of fifth graders through simulations and concrete learning activities.  The in-depth discussion stimulated by these activities is compatible with brain-based learning research and have proven to be effective for long-term application.
Summation:

An effective social studies curriculum provides students with a foundation of knowledge and skills upon which they will base their political, social, and cultural decisions in the future.  The characteristics of this textbook meet with the focus of the Principles of Learning. Through rigorous learning activities, clear expectations (through the use of rubrics and student self-evaluations, etc.), and extensive discussion activities (encouraging accountable talk), this curriculum will prepare our students for their future and ours.  Through the inclusion of rich literature, primary sources and artwork, the students are regularly exposed to cultural extensions related to the content.  The lessons on art and culture (including instruction on bias and point of view demonstrated by the artist, musician, etc.), often ignored by other curriculums provide students with a rich immersion in the real world.  While this was not a simple decision to make, nor made with little thought, the entire committee agreed that this recommendation, if accepted, would lead to the highest level of learning for the elementary students in Austin Independent School District.

MEMORANDUM

TO:

Dr. Darlene Westbrook

FROM:
Pat Truevillian, Chair 



Textbook Advisory Committee for Grade 6

DATE:
March 4, 2003

SUBJECT:
Recommendation for Middle School Grade 6 Social Studies Textbook Adoption

Recommendation:

The Advisory Committee wishes to recommend the adoption of the Glencoe/McGraw-Hill’s Our World Today.

Rationale for choice:

Standards-Based:

This program will:

· Meet all National Social Studies Standards

· Support and facilitate the implementation of the Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS) and the Austin ISD Social Studies Curriculum Matrix and Instructional Planning Guides, focusing on the spiraling curriculum

· Offer effective support for Texas Assessment of Knowledge and Skills (TAKS)

Strengths:

1. Readability:  The text is clearly and concisely written with the principle objective to inform.  The material is explained using vocabulary that is appropriate and interesting to grade-level and above-grade-level readers but that is accessible to the struggling reader through ancillaries for students with special needs.

2. Organization:  The chapters are organized in a chronological sequence of the development of world civilizations.  Each unit consistently examines a region through the National Social Studies Standards as they are mirrored in the TEKS.

3. Integration of other subjects:  The book has numerous correlations with Reading, Language Arts, Mathematics, and Science TEKS.  These are all centrally documented in the Teacher’s Edition.

4. Graphics:  The illustrations and graphics, which are provided by National Geographic and Time Magazine, enhance students’ interest and clarify information in the text.

5. Content Depth:  The text covers a large variety of world cultures. This book provides an appropriate and well-connected scope for the study of world cultures.  The reading level benefits students of all ability levels, whether emerging or proficient. The text also encourages independent critical thinking, which will serve the needs of the gifted student.  This book would be a successful bridge between elementary and secondary studies.

6. Photographs and art:  The photographs are from primary sources, namely National Geographic and Time Magazine. They illustrate the contemporary world and directly correlate to the text.

7. Maps:  Maps are provided by National Geographic.  An atlas is located at the beginning of the book, and maps are distributed liberally throughout the text.  Maps are visually appealing, pertinent, accurate, and easy to interpret.  All maps will be updated online twice during the calendar year to keep abreast of current political changes.   

Instructional Support for the Teacher:

This adoption has a wide variety of material to support the instruction.  These include:

1. CD-ROMS and Software

2. Videos by National Geographic

3. Transparencies

4. Dinah Zike’s Reading Study Skills Foldables
5. Assessments

6. TAKS Preparation

7. Instructional Support for ESL Students

8. Instructional Support for 504 and Special Education Students

9. Instructional Support for Gifted Students

Student and Teacher support materials:

Students:  

1. Textbook  (Class Sets of Textbooks are Buy 3, Get One Free)

2. Online Textbook  (Free access online – per student, for the life of the adoption)

3. Choice of 1 of the following (for each year of the adoption):

a. TAKS Skills Practice Workbook and Activity Workbook  (Consumable)

b. Reading Essentials and Study Guide  (Consumable)

c. Texas Interactive Student Edition CD-ROM

Support Materials for Spanish Speaking Students:

1. Guided Reading Activities

2. Reteaching Activities

3. Section Quizzes and Tests

4. Summaries

5. Take-Home Review Activities

6. Vocabulary Activities and Puzzlemaker CD-ROM

7. Texas ExamView Pro Testmaker CD-ROM

8. Audio Program

9. National Geographic “The World and Its People” Spanish DVD

Interdisciplinary Support:

1. Time Reports support reading and writing skills.

2. Each teacher, upon adoption, can choose a class set of historical novels to support Language Arts curriculum.

3. World Music CD-ROM supports the arts.

4. Writer’s Guidebook offers writing strategies.

5. Reading in the Content Area offers reading strategies.

6. Team Teaching Interdisciplinary Strategies and Activities.

Sheltered English Support :

Because ESL is the approach adopted in Middle School rather than the bilingual approach; this committee supports this model in our recommendation.  Since all students in 6th grade are required to take the 8th grade Social Studies exam in English, the focus for all students should be immersion into Social Studies concepts, skills, and vocabulary in English as well.  Austin is becoming more diverse in its student population.  This adoption will provide the best support for all ESL students.  Although this adoption does not provide a Spanish textbook, there is strong support through Spanish supplements.

Concerns of the Program:

Unanimous vote from committee members favored the Glencoe even though there was no separate Spanish textbook.   

Recommended Supplementary Materials:

· One laptop and projector per team per grade for each campus – for use with the technology resources

· Contemporary Cultures History Alive! kit for each campus

· An additional classroom set of historical novels – to help support the Language Arts curriculum

MEMORANDUM

TO:

Dr. Darlene Westbrook

FROM:  
Ann Walsh, Chair



Textbook Advisory Committee for



Middle School Texas History Grade 7

DATE:
March 4, 2003

SUBJECT:
Recommendation for the Middle School Grade 7 Texas History Textbook Adoption.

Recommendation: 

After careful consideration and gathering information from all of Austin ISD’s middle schools, it is the consensus of this committee that we recommend for adoption Glencoe’s textbook, Texas &Texans for use in Grade 7Texas History and Geography classes. It is our opinion that this book will best meet the needs of our diverse Grade 7 population.

Rationale for Choice:

Standards Based:
This program will:

· Support and facilitate the implementation of the Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS).

· Align with district instructional planning guides.

· Effectively support the Texas Assessment of Knowledge and Skills (TAKS).

Strengths:
This program will:

· Provide for a variety of individual learning styles (auditory, visual, kinesthetic, verbal, written, interpersonal and intrapersonal learning)

· Provide a framework for effective reading and study skills for all levels of readers.

· Encourage writing across the curriculum.

· Provide modifications and/or enhancements for Special Education, ESL, and Gifted and Talented students.

· Provide a foundation for both geographical literacy and cultural awareness.

· Incorporate emerging technology for both student and teacher use.

· Prepare students to be active, responsible citizens.

Instructional Support:

Student

The student textbook will provide:

· A variety of effective instructional methodologies aligned with TEKS, TAKS and the IPGs

· A narrative that is sufficiently engaging for students to learn Texas History content

· Related content in features such as: A Shared Past, Two Viewpoints, Economics and History, People of Texas, A Texas Story, Texas Literature, Only in Texas, Causes and Effects, Geography and History and Primary Source Library.

· Graphics, photographs, maps and artwork that enhance the written text

· Opportunities for skill development

· Opportunities for TAKS preparation including a TAKS handbook

· Embedded graphic organizers, strategies and checkpoints to guide student reading

· Multiple opportunities for extended student writing 

· Durable physical attributes that will prolong the life of the textbook

· User friendly table of contents, index, glossary and appendix

· A balanced representation of Texans from all backgrounds which will allow students to make their personal connections

Teacher:

Teacher materials and other instructional resources provide:

· Support for a variety of students and learning styles

· A wide variety of resources for both the novice teacher as well as a master teacher

· Daily focus activities to introduce content for TAKS practice

· User friendly Test Maker

· Teacher Works CD, which includes an interactive teacher edition and correlations to the TAKS

· Well organized set of teacher ancillaries

· Editable, pre-made Power Point Presentations

· All ancillaries, including the Teacher’s Edition, on one CD.

· Assessment Resources, including evaluation checklists and rubrics

Technology:

Additional technology to reinforce content includes:

· Mindjogger, Chapter Launcher, and Foldables videos

· Internet resources that provide for the entire text on the internet combined with chapter overviews, quizzes, tutorials, and reviews

· Organized transparencies to enhance learning 

· American Music CD

· The TAKS Success CD which contains a database of TAKS benchmark questions

· Student Presentation Builder that provide additional resources for successful student presentations

Interdisciplinary Support:

· TEKS from other disciplines are provided when appropriate. 

· Writing across the curriculum materials are provided

· Coordinates with current Science adoption

Addressing Special Needs Populations:

Additional needs of our special population will be met by:

· Leveled curriculum (L1, L2 & L3)

· Reading Essentials and Study Guide for improvement of reading comprehension

· Audio text

· Spanish ancillaries

· Step into Texas History which provides enrichment for Gifted and Talented students

· Parental involvement opportunity in the Take Home Activities
Concerns of the Program:

In order to avoid confusion about this adoption and all free materials offered by the publisher, we would like:

· Written assurance of updated online editions and consumable workbooks

· Staff development in technology at no cost

· Written assurance of continuation of “Free List” throughout the life of the adoption

· Confirmation of the definition of a “Class Set”

Recommended Supplementary Materials:

In order to take full advantage of the material provided it is essential that we have the following for each teacher:

· Computer projection device

· Oversized projection screen

· Laptop computer

· Equipment cart 

If we cannot have this equipment for each teacher, we would like a projection device for each grade level.

MEMORANDUM

TO:

Dr. Darlene Westbrook

FROM:
Douglas Rhodenbaugh, Chair 



Textbook Advisory Committee for Middle School Grade 8 U.S. History to 1877

DATE:
March 4, 2003

SUBJECT:
Recommendation for Middle School 8 Social Studies Textbook Adoption

Recommendation:

The committee recommends the adoption of the McDougal Littell Creating America: A History of the United States Beginnings through Reconstruction. 

Rationale for choice:

Standards Based:

This program will: 

· Meet all National Social Studies Standards

· Support and facilitate the implementation of the Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS), AISD Social Studies Curriculum Frameworks (IPGs).

· Focus on spiraling curriculum

· Effective support for Texas Assessment of Knowledge and Skills (TAKS)

Strengths:

1. Readability:  The text is clearly and concisely written with the principal objective to inform.  The material is explained using vocabulary appropriate and interesting to grade-level and above grade level readers, but accessible to the struggling reader as well with reading checks in each section.

2. Organization:  Each chapter starts with “Setting the Stage” which shows the reader how to read and take notes specific to that chapter.  Each section starts with “One American’s Story” which heightens anticipation and readiness for the reader.  Each section ends with a section assessment using all levels of Bloom’s Taxonomy and cycles back to the anticipatory set, “Setting the Stage.”

3. Integration of other subjects:  There are 6 interdisciplinary challenges within the text as well as extra resource books that connect every chapter with interdisciplinary projects, economics in history and connecting History and Literature.  This textbook bridges language arts and social studies.

4. Graphics:  The illustrations and graphics support and clarify the information in the text.    The use of graphic organizers and graphics enhance and make the information come alive.

5. Content Depth:  Social studies concepts and topics are presented in appropriate depth with sufficient introduction of related ideas to encourage critical thinking for gifted students.  The text is also appropriate for independent study for those students interested and motivated to learn more than is presented by their respective teachers in the classroom.

6. Photographs and art:  The photographs and artwork are from original works with spiraling questions for each piece.  

7. Maps:  Each chapter has several maps that correspond with the events and concepts in the section also included are questions to help interpret the map.

Instructional Support for the Teacher:

CD-Rom:

1. Easy Planner

2. Test Generator

3. Primary Source Explorer

4. Power Presentations

5. GeoQuest

6. Textbook

7. Chapter Summaries in English and Spanish

8. America’s Music

TAKS Preparation:

1. Spiral Content Review for both teachers and students

2. Diagnostic and Practice Test

3. Online Test Practice

4. Practice Transparencies

Instructional Support for ESL Students:

1. Spanish Translations of workbooks

2. Reading Study Guides

3. Chapter Summaries in audio

Student and Teacher support materials:

Students:  

· Textbook

· TAKS Diagnostic and Practice Test

· Choice of two workbooks

· TAKS spiraled content

· Reading study guide – in English or Spanish

· Creating America workbook

· Online License of book and test

 Teachers:

· Class set of textbook

· Class set of primary source explorer CD-ROM

· Class set of textbook on CD-ROM

Interdisciplinary Support:

· Excerpts from Historical novels included within the appropriate chapter of the text.

· McDougal Littell was adopted by our language arts teachers therefore the students are familiar with the textbook language and learning styles.

· Each teacher upon adoption can choose a class set of either historical novels or primary source novels.

Sheltered English Support :

Not having a Spanish textbook supports the sheltered English approach to ESL instead of the bilingual approach.  There are parallel Spanish supplements to help the Spanish speaking students.  

Concerns of the Program:

The vote from committee members favored the McDougal Littell even though there was no separate student atlas.  

Recommended Supplementary Materials:

· One EZ Pro Projector per grade for each campus – for use with the technology resources

· An Additional classroom sets of novels – to help support the Language Arts McDougal adoption.

· A class set of atlases per teacher

Further Recommendation:

The committee would like to recommend that the District include the Oxford Press A History of Us by Joy Hakim as a supplementary reader.  We would like one classroom set per teacher or at least one class set per campus. The readability of this book is in a narrative format, highly accessible and interesting to the student.  It is beneficial for all levels of students with all learning styles.  We did not choose it as our first choice because it does not have proper support for TAKS or students with special needs.

We recommend that campuses that do not have Teachers Curriculum Institute History Alive! materials find alternate funds to purchase the binders or books.

MEMORANDUM

TO:

Dr. Darlene Westbrook

FROM:

Rebekah  Vertrees, Chair

Textbook Advisory Committee for High School World Geography 

DATE:

March 4, 2003

SUBJECT:
Recommendation for the World Geography Textbook

Recommendation:


The World Geography textbook adoption committee recommends the adoption of World Geography published by McDougal Littell.

Rationale for program support:

Standards Based:

This program will: 

· Meet National and State Social Studies Standards.

· Supports and facilitate the implementation of the Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS), Austin ISD Social Studies Curriculum Matrix and Instructional Planning Guides. Support quality teaching strategies for social studies teaching as elaborated in Best Practice: New Standards for Teaching and Learning in America’s Schools, Daniels and Hyde.  

· Effective support for Texas Assessment of Knowledge and Skills (TAKS).

Instructional Efficiency:

This proposal successfully meets our curriculum needs by providing:

· Effective instructional methodologies, including cooperative learning, inquiry, and multisensory methods.   

· Effective supplementary materials including:  
· Class set of atlases
· Class set of textbooks
· Class set of CD ROMs – Chapter Summaries
· E-text online
· 3 workbooks for students every year of adoption
· Next text editions – supp. Reading
· Easy planner CD-ROM with test generator
· World music audio CD
· Teacher resource book
· The Voyageur Experience in World Geo Video set
· TAKS preparation materials for every teacher
· Complete transparency sets for every teacher – Cultures/critical thinking/maps/TAKS practice
· Extensive ESL materials for every teacher
· Geo – poster set for every teacher
· CD-ROM audio summaries by chapter – Eng/Span
Social Studies Literacy:

This system will provide students with social studies experiences that will:

· Highlight key terms in the margins of the text.

· Guided reading activities to reinforce material in the text

· Reading Study Guide that provides a source for lower level readers

· Bolded key terms within the text

· Writing for Social Studies guide for increased literacy

· Higher level thinking questions included in chapter questions/summaries

· Extensive graphic organizers included throughout text

Instructional Resources and Materials:

Textbook:

The textbook provides: 

· Appropriate readability for diverse levels of student ability and talent, aiding students who are reading below grade level as well as challenging other students who are already reading on or above grade level to strive and go further.

· Definitions clearly and timely highlighted in the text as they are discussed in the text.

· Regional and thematic approach allowing students to easily see content continuity and structure written in clear everyday language.

· TAKS practice activities

· Case studies provided throughout text- primary source documents

· Extensive graphic organizers included throughout text

· Skill builders with many graphs/maps/charts

· Main concepts illustrated using diagrams/pictures

· History timelines included in human geography chapters

· Unit atlas with regional data files included for all regions

· Focus on regional disasters of high student interest

· Comparing cultures insert for most regions stressing elements of culture

Ancillaries:
· User–friendly guided reading lessons that will aid any student experiencing cognitive difficulty in understanding the content.

· Student workbooks (3) for each student, supplied by the publisher for the term of the adoption – both English and Spanish

· Powerpoint presentations that match the organization of the book

· Transparencies that focus students on the topic, as well as maps and Graphic Organizers, and TAKS practice

· Extensive TAKS preparation materials

· Spanish language guided readings and Guide to the Essentials
· CD-ROM World’s Music

· Teacher video set/Resource book

· Next text supplemental reader
Assessment:

· CD-Rom Test Generator:

· Review Tests/Quizzes online for all students

· Materials for TAKS benchmark tests

· Integrated assessment including project ideas

Instructional Support:

· Online support includes: text, e-test, 

· Powerpoint

· Four sets of transparencies per teacher- see ancillaries above

· Professional development opportunities for all campuses- for life of adoption
Concerns of the Program:

· Need assurance that publisher will follow through with providing each teacher with promised materials and support, including:  A complete set of transparencies for each teacher; A workbook for each student for the life of the adoption; Powerpoints, Testbank, and easy planner and eServices CDs.

· Publishers replace student atlases with poor bindings as necessary

· No information currently on Tibet/Dalai Lama  - possible supplement for this?

· With the heavy reliance on technology, we are concerned that some of the materials may not get proper use if each teacher and student does not have adequate technology available.
Summation:

The textbook committee recommends the McDougall-Littell World Geography program.  In addition, the committee recommends two things:

1. An EZ pro projector for the geography teachers on a campus to utilize the electronic media available.

2. We recommend the district purchase of the Mapping our World by 

3. Public Media Education to meet the TEKS regarding the use of GIS systems. (a minimum book per teacher, which would give the teacher a site license to use Geographic Information Systems (GIS).


MEMORANDUM

TO:

Dr. Darlene Westbrook

FROM:
Terry Loessin, Chair

Textbook Advisory Committee for High School World History Social Studies Grade 10

DATE:
March 4, 2003

SUBJECT:
Recommendation for the World History Social Studies



Grade 10 Textbook Adoption

Recommendation:
The World History Textbook Adoption Committee recommends the adoption of The Social Studies World History: Patterns of Interaction, published by McDougal Littell, Inc.

Rationale for program support:

Standards Based:

This program will:

· Meet National Social Studies Standards.

· All materials, especially textbooks are TEKS correlated.

· Supports and facilitate the implementation of the Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS), Austin ISD Social Studies Curriculum Matrix and Instructional Planning Guides.

· Support quality teaching strategies for social studies teaching as elaborated in Best Practice:  New Standards for Teaching and Learning in America’s Schools, Daniels and Hyde.

· Focus on inquiry-based instruction.

· Effective support for Texas Assessment of Knowledge and Skills (TAKS).

Instructional Efficiency:

This proposal successfully meets our curriculum needs by providing:

· Effective instructional methodologies, including cooperative learning, inquiry, and multisensory methods.

· Diverse learning materials, allowing students to see many different people represented in the global community.

Social Studies Literacy:

This system will provide students with social studies experiences that will:

· Expose them to relevance of history to current events

· Link history to geography.

· Build cross-curricular connections

· Prepare them appropriately for the TAKS assessment

· Develop an understanding of visual information

· Develop critical thinking skills

· Apply problem-solving skills to current events in politics, economics, cultural interaction, etc.

Instructional Resources and Materials:

The textbook provides:

· Appropriate readability for diverse levels of student ability and talent, aiding students who are reading below grade level as well as challenging other students who are already reading on or above grade level to strive and go further.

· Outline format, allowing students to easily see content continuity and structure written in clear everyday language.

· User-friendly guided reading lessons that will aid any student experiencing cognitive difficulty in understanding the social studies content.

· Non-linear materials to aid in student comprehension (multiple resources)

· Reading comprehension support on every page

· Reading study guides for each student, written below grade-level for struggling readers

· Vocabulary activities

· Questions to aid comprehension

· Customized for special needs

· Spanish workbooks, chapter summaries

· Personal connections

· Background notes to capture student interest

· TEKS correlated

Ancillaries:

There is an incredible selection of primary resources, graphic slides, critical thinking transparencies, guided reading, in-depth resources, power point slides, interactive components on slide presentations.

Assessment:

· Test-generator

· Chapter assessments

· Skill-builder exercises

· “Think through history” margin prompts

CD-Rom Test Generator:

· Greatly improved from initial version

· Good for making modified tests

· On line testing available, automatic scoring, etc.

Instructional Support:

· CD-Rom Electronic Teacher Tools

· Easy Planner (lesson planning tool for teachers)

· Plethora of ancillaries

Concerns of the Program:

· We would like a Spanish version of the test generator as well as online testing resources.

· Also, Spanish versions of entire textbook, at least available on line.

Recommended Supplementary Materials and Budget Implications:

· EZ Pro Projectors for each teacher in order to take advantage of the software that comes with the adoption, i.e. interactive power point slides.

· Laptop computer to use with each EZ Pro.

· History Alive! World history program at each campus

· Overhead projectors in each room.

· If projection devices cannot be purchase for each teacher, we recommend two to four for each high school campus, based on size of campus.

Summation:

After having used an earlier edition of this program for the past three years all world history teachers are pleased to be able to continue to use this text and its resources.

MEMORANDUM

TO:

Dr. Darlene Westbrook

FROM:
Terry Loessen, Chair

Textbook Advisory Committee for Advanced Placement European History

DATE:
March 4, 2003

SUBJECT:
Recommendation for the European History Advanced Placement



Textbook Adoption

Recommendation:

The World History Textbook Advisory Committee recommends Western Civilization Comprehensive Volume 4/E, publishes by Wadsworth Group/Thomson Learning.  This textbook at $68.75 exceeds the maximum cost price of $64.25.  The district is responsible for the remainder of the cost of $4.50 per book.

Standards Based:

The program will:

· Meet National Social Studies Standards

· Support and facilitate the implementation of the Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS), Austin ISD Social Studies Curriculum Matrix and Instructional Planning Guides and meets the criteria for preparing students to take the Advanced Placment European History exam.  

· Support quality teaching strategies for social studies teaching as elaborated in Best Practice: New Standards for Teaching and Learning in America’s Schools, Daniels and Hyde

· Focus on inquiry-based instruction

· Effectively support the Texas Assessment of Knowledge and Skills (TAKS).

Instructional Efficiency:

This proposal successfully meets our curriculum needs by providing:

· Effective instructional methodologies, including cooperative learning, inquiry, and multisensory methods

· Diverse learning materials, allowing students to see many different people represented in the western community

Social Studies Literacy:

This system will provide students with social studies experiences that will:

· Ensure mastery of TEKS/TAKS social studies skills

Instructional Resources and Materials:

Textbook:

The textbook provides:

· Appropriate readability for diverse levels of student ability and talent, aiding students who are reading below grade level as well as challenging other students who are already reading on or above grade level to strive and go further

· Outline format, allowing students to easily see content continuity and structure written in clear, everyday language.

· User-friendly guided reading lessons that will aid any student experiencing cognitive difficulty in understanding social studies content

Ancillaries:

Instructor Manual, Student Study Guide

Assessment:

CD-ROM Test Generator

Instructional Support:

· CD ROM Power Point

Concerns of the Program:

· None

Recommended Supplementary Materials and Budget Implications:

Each classroom needs an EZ Pro in order to successfully use the materials provided with the text.  If the purchase of an EZ Pro for each teacher is not possible, at least two to four should be purchased for each high school campus.

Summation:

Fabulous text!

MEMORANDUM

TO:

Dr. Darlene Westbrook

FROM:
Terry Loessen,

Textbook Advisory Committee for High School Advanced Placement World History

DATE:
March 4, 2003

SUBJECT:
Recommendation for the World History Advanced Placement



Textbook Adoption

Recommendation:

The World History Textbook Advisory Committee recommends The Earth and Its Peoples – A Global History, Second Edition, published by McDougall-Littell.
Standards Based:

The program will:

· Meet National Social Studies Standards

· Support and facilitate the implementation of the Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS), Austin ISD Social Studies Curriculum Matrix and Instructional Planning Guides and helps prepare students to take the Advanced Placement World History exam.

· Support quality teaching strategies for social studies teaching as elaborated in Best Practice:  New Standards for Teaching and Learning in America’s Schools, Daniels and Hyde

· Focus on inquiry-based instruction

· Effectively support the Texas Assessment of Knowledge and Skills (TAKS).

Instructional Efficiency:

This proposal successfully meets our curriculum needs by providing:

· Effective instructional methodologies, including cooperative learning, inquiry, and multisensory methods

· Diverse learning materials, allowing students to see many different people represented in the global community

Social Studies Literacy:

This system will provide students with social studies experiences that will:

· Increase their understanding of the interrelationships between the earth’s peoples

Instructional Resources and Materials:

Textbook:

The textbook provides:

· Appropriate readability for diverse levels of student ability and talent, aiding students who are reading below grade level as well as challenging other students who are already reading on or above grade level to strive and go further

· Outline format, allowing students to easily see content continuity and structure written in clear, everyday language.

· User-friendly guided reading lessons that will aid any student experiencing cognitive difficulty in understanding social studies content

Ancillaries:

Correlations to TAKS/TEKS, Student Study Guide, Test Bank, GeoQuest World History Map CD-ROM

Assessment:

Test Bank:  Advanced Placement multiple choice, essays, and Document Based Questions

CD-ROM Test Generator

Instructional Support:

The Human Record, Volumes I and II – class set provided – primary source reader

Terrorism and 9/11 – a reader

Concerns of the Program:

· None

Recommended Supplementary Materials and Budget Implications:

Each classroom needs an EZ Pro in order to successfully use the materials provided with the text.  If the purchase of an EZ Pro for each teacher is not possible, at least two to four should be purchased for each high school campus.

Summation:  The committee recommends The Earth and Its Peoples – A Global History, Second Edition, published by McDougall-Littell.

MEMORANDUM

TO:      
Dr. Darlene Westbrook

FROM:          
Janie Maldonado, Chair

Textbook Advisory Committee for High School United States History Grade 11

DATE:          
March 4, 2003

SUBJECT:    
Recommendation for the High School United States

                        History Since 1877

Recommendation:

The United States History High School Textbook Advisory Committee recommends the adoption of the Glencoe/McGraw-Hill The American Republic Since 1877 for use in the eleventh grade United States History course.  The textbook has a readability level whereby the majority of our students will be successful.  The two-column format parallels the most current reading research which states that two columns is easier for the students to use when reading.  

Strengths:

The textbooks authors are well known and experts in the field.  The collaboration of the textbook company with National Geographic, Time Magazine, and Princeton Review will help all the students develop higher level thinking skills, which are part of the TEKS and assessed on the TAKS.  The Reading Essentials and Study Guide will be excellent resources for special education students and non-English speakers.

The lesson plan booklet and wrap around teacher edition will help the novice teacher in planning lessons.  The supplemental reader, American Issues, will provide 

primary documents for the students to analyze.  Support materials are teacher-

friendly, with the TEKS and TAKS highlighted in the teacher edition.

Concerns:

Teachers will need in-depth training on the use of the test bank.  The "Mind Jogger" videos need to be corrected in the area of sequencing.  

The committee would like in writing from the publisher the exact formula for providing class sets of books.  We understand one free book per three that 

the district gets with the adoption.  In some cases, class sets may need to be larger than average.  Will this be a one time offer or for every year of the adoption?   When will

teachers be able to choose their “freebies” and when will these be delivered?  There is a

set of overhead transparencies that match the atlas that teacher would also like to have provided by the publisher.

Technology:

The textbook has power point presentations available.  The adoption provides CD-ROMS with test banks and access to an Internet site and additional web sites.  The committee needs clarification on unlimited copyright use of the CD-ROMS.  There is the capability for students to take a practice TAKS exam online and have it graded immediately.  

Recommended Supplementary Materials and Budget Implications:

In order to efficiently use the technology provided, each Social Studies department will

need  a computer projection system, a laptop computer, a secured cart for mobilization of the equipment.  

We also believe the critical thinking and analysis skills will be greatly enhanced by the purchase of the Teachers Curriculum Institute History Alive! materials and training.  This program provides a variety of strategies that engage all students.  The strategies also reinforce critical thinking skills and address multiple intelligences that will be assessed on the Texas Assessment of Knowledge and Skills (TAKS).

MEMORANDUM

TO:          
Dr. Darlene Westbrook

FROM:          
Janie Maldonado, Chair

                       
Textbook Advisory Committee for High School Advanced

                       
Placement United States History

DATE:
March 4, 2003

SUBJECT:    
Recommendation for Advanced Placement U.S. History textbook

The textbook advisory committee has chosen the Glencoe/McGraw Hill, American History: A Survey.  This textbook at $64.50 exceeds the maximum cost of $62.25 that the state provides for the adoption.  The district is responsible for the remainder of the cost of $2.25 per textbook.
This textbook has an inviting style of presenting the historical material.  At the end of each chapter a bibliography is included with suggestions for other resources on the topic.  The book has an emphasis on social history, which is a strong focus on the Advanced Placement exam.  

Strengths:  

This text comes with a two-volume study guide that will help students prepare for the document-based questions that are assessed on the Advanced Placement United States History exam.  A set of transparencies will also enhance the textbook.

A class set of Atlases will be provided.  The text has many engaging maps, graphs, charts, and photos to help the students with the context of the text.

Concerns:  

Ancillaries are few.  Some of the material on disc would be helpful in a hard copy/paper copy format.  The committee would like clarification from the publisher as to what extra ancillaries come with the adoption.  The test bank is not online.  The committee would like to know if the district has copyright permission to make extra copies of the discs in the textbook.

Technology:

Teachers will need training on the test bank CD-ROM.  There is an interactive CD-ROM and an instructional resources CD-ROM.    

Recommended Supplementary Materials and Budget Implications:

In order to efficiently use the CD-ROMs with the power point presentations, each

Social Studies department will need a computer projection system, laptop computer,

a secured cart.

MEMORANDUM

TO: 

Dr. Darlene Westbrook

FROM: 
Jennifer Cook, Chair

Textbook Advisory Committee for High School American Government

DATE: 
March 4, 2003

SUBJECT: 
Recommendation for American Government 

For American Government the textbook committee recommends Magruder’s American Government published by Prentice Hall.  

Strengths:

1. Current.  This book was published in 2003 and is accurate in the areas of apportionment, the election of 2000, the Electoral College, and recent Supreme Court decisions. The creation of the Department of Homeland Security is also included.  

2. Thorough.  In the areas of affirmative action and comparative economics.

3. Visuals.  More student user friendly—more visually appealing (less distracting). Most visuals include critical thinking questions, which stimulate classroom discussion.   

4. Aligned with TEKS and Austin ISD Instructional Planning Guides. 

5. Ancillaries.  Color transparencies are plentiful.  Student workbooks will be provided for every student every year of the adoption.  Additionally, Prentice Hall will provide a class set of textbooks for every teacher. The Guide to the Essentials (a condensed version of the text) is very helpful to teachers of summer school and the DELTA program. Also, this book comes in Spanish to assist our Spanish-speaking population.    

6. Budget. As described above, workbooks for every student as well as a classroom set for every teacher should reduce the expense of paper and copying making this adoption more cost effective.  

7. Training. Prentice Hall has agreed to provide a day of training for all teachers using this book for each year of the adoption. 

Concern:  

Technology.  This committee is hopeful that Prentice Hall will continue to enhance their web support activities.  Power Point Presentations lack visual stimulation and detailed content. 

Recommended Supplementary Materials and Budget Implications: 

This committee would like to point out that publishers are providing a vast array of new technology, but teachers lack the resources necessary to make full use of these resources.  For example, an LCD projector is required to make effective use of power point presentations, videos, and other technology-based activities.  Each classroom should be provided with an LCD projector, computer, oversize media screen, and cart (or equivalent).   If these resources cannot be provided for each teacher, there should be several sets available in the social studies department of each high school.

MEMORANDUM

TO: 

Dr. Darlene Westbrook

FROM: 
Jennifer Cook, Chair

Textbook Advisory Committee for High School Advanced Placement American Government

DATE: 
March 4, 2003

SUBJECT: 
Recommendation for Advanced Placement American Government 

For Advanced Placement American Government, the committee recommends Prentice Hall’s Government in America: People, Politics, and Policy.  The cost of the textbook at $59.97 exceeds the maximum cost price of $49.25 that the state will pay for the adoption.  The district is responsible for the remainder of the cost of $10.72 per textbook.  Members of the committee would like to note that Advanced Placement teachers of the Southwest Region of the College Board are successfully using this textbook to prepare students for the Advanced Placement American Government exam.

Strengths:

1. Current.  This book very thoroughly explains the election of 2000.  Moreover, the apportionment and Electoral College maps are current as well as recent Supreme Court decisions.

2. Budget.  While this book costs more than the state maximum, Prentice Hall has agreed to provide an American Government: Readings and Cases (known as the Woll Reader to AP teachers) with each textbook purchased. This is an exceptional value (considering this book costs as much as $35). 

3. Ancillaries.  Prentice Hall has also agreed to provide a Test Bank, Test Bank Generator, and map transparencies at no additional cost. 

4. Vocabulary.  The emphasis on vocabulary and margin notes is noted.

5. Graphics (photos, political cartoons, charts, et cetera). Plentiful and visually appealing.

6. Case Studies. Each chapter begins with an engaging case study. 

7. Level appropriate.  This book presents college material at the high school level.  Moreover, it includes an English to Spanish section.  

8. Web Support.  The text directs students to the publisher’s website for updated information and activities.

Concerns:

1. The test generator is not as flexible as other test generator programs. 

2. This book does not cover the events of September 11.  However, the teachers are confident they can supplement the text with necessary information. 

MEMORANDUM

TO:

Dr. Darlene Westbrook

FROM:

Lyn Loeffler, Chair

Textbook Advisory Committee for Economics with an
Emphasis for Free Enterprise System and its Benefits

DATE:

March 4, 2003

SUBJECT:
Recommendation for Economics with Emphasis for Free Enterprise System

Recommendation:
The Economics Textbook Advisory Committee recommends Economics: Principles in Action, published by Prentice Hall .

Rationale for program support:

Standards Based:

This program will: 

· Meet National Social Studies Standards.

· Supports and facilitate the implementation of the Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS), Austin ISD Social Studies Curriculum Matrix and Instructional Planning Guides.

· Support quality teaching strategies for social studies teaching as elaborated in Best Practice: New Standards for Teaching and Learning in America’s Schools, Daniels and Hyde. 

· Focus on inquiry – based instruction. 

· Effective support for Texas Assessment of Knowledge and Skills (TAKS).

· Provide remediation support for 11th graders who still need to pass TAKS

Instructional Efficiency:

This proposal successfully meets our curriculum needs by providing:

· Effective instructional methodologies, including cooperative learning, inquiry, and multisensory methods.   

· Diverse learning materials, allowing students to see many different people represented in the economic community.  

· Effective supplementary material including but not limited to a workbook provided for each student each semester, one class set of textbooks per teacher, and online collaboration with the Wall Street Journal, Wall Street Journal Classroom Edition, Financial Times (FT.com), and associations with CNBC and CBS News 
Social Studies Literacy:

This system will provide students with social studies experiences that will:

· Highlight key terms in the margins of the text.

· Guided reading activities to reinforce material in the text

· Guide to the Essentials that provides a source for lower level readers

Instructional Resources and Materials:

Textbook:

The textbook provides: 

· Appropriate readability for diverse levels of student ability and talent, aiding


students who are reading below grade level as well as challenging other students who are 


already reading on or above grade level to strive and go further.

· Definitions clearly and timely highlighted in the margins as they are discussed in the text.

· Outline format, allowing students to easily see content continuity and structure written in 


clear everyday language.

Ancillaries:

· User–friendly guided reading lessons that will aid any student experiencing cognitive 


difficulty in understanding the social studies content.

· Student workbooks for each student, supplied by the publisher for the term of the adoption

· PowerPoint presentations that match the organization of the book

· Transparencies that focus students on the topic, as well as Cartoons and Graphic Organizers

· Personal Finance Guide by Wall Street Journal with connections to the text and a Kit for 


class activities

· Wall Street Journal Classroom Edition

· Spanish language guided readings and Guide to the Essentials

Assessment:

· CD-Rom Test Generator:

· Review Tests/Quizzes online

· Scanner and materials for TAKS benchmark tests 

Instructional Support:

· Online support includes: Wall Street Journal Classroom Edition, 

· PowerPoint

· Two sets of transparencies per teacher

· Video package correlated to each chapter
Concerns of the Program:

· Want to make sure that publishers follow through with providing each teacher with promised materials and support, including:  a complete set of transparencies for each teacher; workbook for each student for the life of the adoption; PowerPoint presentations, Test Bank, and Resource Program CDs.
· Currently, the online content is not complete.

· With the heavy reliance on technology, we are concerned that some of the materials may not get proper use if each teacher and student does not have adequate technology available.

Summary:

All members recommend the Prentice Hall, Economics: Principles in Action Textbook and

Supplemental Materials.

AA

MEMORANDUM

TO:
Dr. Darlene Westbrook

FROM:
Lyn Loeffler, Chair

Textbook Advisory Committee for High School Advanced Placement Economics

DATE:

March 4, 2003

SUBJECT:
Recommendation for Advanced Placement Economics

Recommendation:
In order for our students to attain high levels of academic knowledge in Advanced Placement Economics and to be successful on the College Board examination for Advanced Placement Economics, the  Economics Textbook  Advisory Committee endorses the adoption of Economics, 15th Edition, by Campbell McConnell and Stanley Brue, McGraw-Hill Irwin Publishing.   This adoption at $80.25  exceeds the maximum cost price  of $50.00 that the state will pay for the adoption.  The district is responsible for the remainder of the cost of $30.25 per textbook.   The textbook can be used for either Advanced Placement Macoreconomics or Advanced Placement Microeconomics.  This recommended  adoption meets local, state and national standards and supports expectations for high school students preparing for college-level coursework.  

Rationale for program support:

Standards Based:

This program will: 

· Meet College Board Standards for both AP Macroeconomics and AP Microeconomics.

· Supports standards outlined by the National Council for Economic Education. 

· Effective support for Texas Assessment of Knowledge and Skills (TAKS).

Instructional Efficiency:

This proposal successfully meets our curriculum needs by providing:

· Effective instructional methodologies, including cooperative learning, challenging guided questions, and critical-thinking activities.   

· Effective supplementary material including Instructor’s Resource Manual, study guide, password-protected online content, presentation CD-ROM, and three separate test banks.
Instructional Support, Resources and Materials:

The program:

· Text is very well organized and user-friendly, providing effective explanations for students preparing for the AP examination.

· Instructor’s Resource Manual, available in print and/or electronically provides conceptual outlines, lecture notes, and answers to questions in the text. This is a useful resource for both the experienced and novice teachers.  

· Presentations promote in-depth class discussion of visual information.

Readability:

· New concepts are explained clearly and at length, with graphical illustrations as appropriate. 

· Recurring concepts are pointed out as they arise repeatedly in the text.
· Writing style flows easily and is set up in a format that is clear and understandable to young adults.
Textbook

The textbook provides: 

· Appropriate readability for students ready for the challenge of college-level concepts.

· Chapter Summaries and Study Questions

· Coverage of both Microeconomics and Macroeconomics in one text.

Ancillaries:

· Instructor’s Resource Manual

· Password-protected online content for students and instructors

· Presentations, on CD-ROM

· Three separate test banks, on CD-ROM.

Instructional Support:

On the website:

· Chapter overviews

· Interactive graphs

· Interactive student quizzes
Concerns of the Program:

· Class set not available

Summation:

As the only alternative available to this committee, we were pleased to see that this text will effectively prepare Austin’s students for the rigor of the AP Microeconomics and AP Macroeconomics examinations.

MEMORANDUM

TO:  

Dr. Darlene Westbrook

FROM:
Suzie Doerr, Chair



Textbook Advisory Committee for Psychology

DATE:
March 4, 2003

SUBJECT:
Recommendation for the High School Psychology Textbook Adoption

The Advisory Committee recommends the adoption of the Glencoe/McGraw-Hill, Understanding Psychology textbook for High School Psychology.  This recommendation is based on the excellence of the textbook and the teacher edition of the text.  Specifically, the textbook is exceptional with regards to the following:

1. Readability:  The text is clearly and concisely written with the principal objective to inform.  The material is explained using vocabulary appropriate and interesting to grade-level and above grade-level readers, but accessible to the struggling reader as well, with “reading checks” in each section.  New vocabulary are highlighted and defined in the side margins, enhancing understanding of new material.  “Readings” and “Case Studies” are interesting and appropriate.

2. Organization:  Units are well organized with student interest and activities emphasized.  Self-assessment activities are included and easily accessible to students.  “Quick Lab” activities develop student interaction with information.  “Profiles in Psychology” include personal information with each unit.

3. Technology Component:  The internet site available provides an abundance of easy-to-use information and activities such as:  Chapter overview and Student Activities, Interactive Tutor Puzzles, Links to other psychology resources on the World Wide Web, and Textbook Updates.  Web Links are highlighted and the Time website is easily accessible and provides encouragement for student involvement. 

4. Graphics:  The illustrations and graphics support and clarify the information in the text.  Graphs, tables, and charts are listed separately in the Index.

5. Teacher Ancillaries:  The Video Mindjogger, Overhead Transparencies, and the TeacherWorks CD Rom reduce planning time and assist the teacher in preparing engaging lessons.  The Interactive Tutor Self-Assessment Software provides feedback to students, assist in raising test scores, provide more assessment options and encourage questioning by the student.

MEMORANDUM
TO:
Dr. Darlene Westbrook

FROM:

Suzie Doerr, Chair

Textbook Advisory Committee for Psychology

DATE:

March 4, 2003

SUBJECT:
Recommendation for the Advanced Placement Psychology

Recommendation:
In order for students to attain high levels of academic knowledge in Advanced Placement Psychology and to be successful on the College Board examination for Advanced Placement Psychology, the  Psychology Textbook Advisory Committee endorses the adoption of Psychology, sixth edition, by Bedford, Freeman & Worth Publishing.  This recommended  adoption meets local, state and national standards and supports societal expectations for the next generation of citizens.  
Rationale for program support:
Standards Based:

This program will: 

· Meet National Social Studies Standards.

· Supports and facilitate the implementation of the Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS), Austin ISD Social Studies Matrix.

· Support quality teaching strategies for social studies teaching as elaborated in Best Practice: New Standards for Teaching and Learning in America’s Schools, Daniels and Hyde. 

· Focus on inquiry – based instruction. 

· Effective support for Texas Assessment of Knowledge and Skills (TAKS).

Instructional Efficiency:

This proposal successfully meets our curriculum needs by providing:

· Effective instructional methodologies, including cooperative learning, inquiry, and multisensory methods.   

· Diverse learning materials, allowing students to see many different people represented in the scholarly community.

· Effective supplementary material including student study guide and student activity CD ROM.  

· Allows many different versions of the test to be printed as well as the ability to change the format of the questions or answers to meet modification for students as required.

Instructional Support, Resources and Materials:

The program:

· Is very well organized and user-friendly.  Teachers will be able to quickly learn the system and use it effectively.  This is an asset for novice teachers.

· Instructional manual provides lecture notes, ideas for activities and demonstrations to enable novice teachers to bring the subject to life as well as adding to the tool kits of the experienced teachers.  

· Transparencies allow in depth study and class discussion of visual information.

· Student study guide and student activity CD ROM allow students to have support for their study even outside the classroom.

Readability:

· New terminology is defined in the margin near where it appears, thus being readily available for students to recognize and incorporate into their initial reading of the chapter and to easily review when studying the chapter.
· Numerous graphics, illustrations, photographs and cartoons enhance student understanding and enjoyment of the text.
· Writing style flows easily and is set up in a format that is clear and understandable to young adults.
Textbook

The textbook provides: 

· Appropriate rigor of content and readability for this rigorous level of course, yet clarity and structure support diverse student learning styles and talents, aiding students who are just beginning to attack coursework at the A. P. level, as well as challenging other students who are already reading on or above the A. P.  level to strive and go further.

· Outline format, allowing students to easily see content continuity and structure written in clear everyday language.

· User–friendly student study guide lessons that will aid any student experiencing difficulty in understanding the content.

Summation:

An effective Advanced Placement Psychology program that has students engaged in inquiry and utilizing higher order cognitive skills will incorporate a wide range and variety of demonstrations and other hands-on experiences.  In addition, it must rigorously develop all the concepts and vocabulary the students must master to be successful on the Advanced Placement Exam.  Based upon the vocabulary and concept development in the text, in addition to the excellent student study guide, the student activity CD ROM, the activities in the Instructor’s Resources manual which facilitate demonstrations and hand-on learning, and the CD ROM Test Generator, we feel that   the textbook Psychology, 6th edition, by David G. Myers (Worth Publishers) best supports the Principles of Learning, and the TEKS.  We feel that it will best support the students as they master this material, and the instructors as they facilitate student mastery of this material.  We therefore recommend the adoption of Psychology, 6th edition, by David G. Myers (Worth Publishers).

MEMORANDUM

TO:

Dr. Darlene Westbrook

FROM:
Marco Pedraza, Chair



Textbook Advisory Committee for High School Sociology

DATE:
March 4, 2003

SUBJECT:
Recommendation for High School Sociology 11-12

The members of the Sociology Textbook Advisory Committee recommend the adoption of Sociology and You, published by Glencoe/McGraw-Hill.

Strengths:

1. Readability:  The text is clearly and concisely written with the principal objective to inform.  Single column format superior.  Vocabulary words highlighted throughout the reading.  The material is explained using vocabulary appropriate and interesting to grade-level and above grade level readers, but accessible to the struggling reader as well with reading checks in each section. Includes a glossary in Spanish.

2. Organization: The headings on each page are in the form of questions which 

help students check for comprehension. Table of Contents includes references to 

features, charts and graphs.  Sociology Handbook is a plus.

3. Content: Updated case studies and examples were more relevant. Good activity


Suggestions are found in teacher’s edition. Good section on Research in Sociology. Sociology Databank containing Code of Ethics is valuable.   

4. Graphics and Photographs.  Good quality photographs.  Good use of maps showing cultural diversity. Reinforces skills needed for success on TAKS test.

Transparencies with answers at the top are helpful for new teachers of Sociology.

5. Technology:  Regularly updated web site a plus.  Excellent test maker and puzzle maker. Mind Jogger Videoquiz is available.  A CD-ROM, which contains the entire textbook, is available and publisher was interested in providing one for each student. Teacher Works software excellent. Quality of technology support was a major factor in our decision. 

Citizens Textbook

Committee

Recommendations

MEMORANDUM
TO:

Dr. Darlene Westbrook
FROM:
Cruz Guerrero, Elaine Martinez, and Joyce Lynch


Citizen Textbook Advisory Committee, Prekindergarten
DATE:
March 4, 2003

SUBJECT:
Adoption of Resources for Prekindergarten
We recommend the adoption of The DLM Early Childhood Express by SRA/McGraw-Hill.  Following are the major reasons for our recommendation:
1.  The program was developed specifically on the basis of the Texas Pre-K Guidelines.
2.  The program appears to be convenient for teachers, both beginning and experienced, to use.  

It provides guidance for beginning teachers but allows experienced teachers some flexibility in carrying out activities.
3.  The program includes a large supply of resources for teachers to use.  The ancillary materials are an extension of the basic program rather than just extra resources added to the package.
5.  The DLM Summer Institute will provide an excellent professional development opportunity for teachers using the program.
6.  The mathematics component is very strong and well sequenced.  Included is a CD-ROM with games and activities to enhance math lessons.
7.  There are books originally written in Spanish that have been translated into English as well as English books translated into Spanish.  Reading opportunities include both fiction and non-fiction.
8.  The Home Connections Resource Guide will help teachers reach out to families to encourage a home/school partnership promoting children's success in school.
9.  The Inclusive Classroom Resource Guide provides information to help teachers adapt their classrooms and instruction to the meet the needs of gifted and talented children, learners of English as a second language, and children with special needs.  
MEMORANDUM

TO:

Dr. Darlene Westbrook

FROM:
Melissa Gaskill, Citizens Textbook Advisory Committee Chairperson

DATE:
March 4, 2003

SUBJECT:
Adoption of Textbook Resources for Social Studies

ELEMENTARY ADOPTION, Grades 1 – 5:



Naomi J. Richard, Elementary Chairperson

The members of the Citizens Textbook Advisory Committee recommend the following textbooks for the Grade 1-5 Adoption:  Horizons, About My Community, published by Harcourt School Publishers.

Strengths:

1. Physical Attributes

The books are colorful, hard bound, written with large fonts for our early readers, and lightweight for students to carry.  They display excellent use of color for clarity and bold for emphasis.  The books contain an effective Table of Contents, in-book Atlas, reference materials, skills list, biographies, charts and graphs.  Harcourt did a better job than the competitors of presenting eye-catching pages and highlighting key points without overwhelming young readers with too many visuals.  They include a delightful series of photos which are representative of our Austin population.  The photos show racial diversity, religious diversity, special needs children, men and women in positions of authority, and single parent families.  Prominent historical and current figures are shown in many ethnic groups, allowing the children to see themselves in the characters. 

2. Content Application

The books are at grade level.  The content is aligned to accommodate the possible implementation of a fifth-grade TAKS test in the coming years.  The chapters are introduced with attractive literary excerpts to catch the children’s interest.  The content is strong -- superior to that of other competitors.  Chapters contain thoughtful and age appropriate questions.  Vocabulary words are pulled out in sidebars and highlighted for emphasis.  Important concepts are presented in a way that preserves white space, and this also placed Harcourt above its competitors, in our opinion.  The books are not too busy or advanced for our young readers.  The textbooks have tie-ins to the reading programs of all major publishers and promote reading, writing, and math, in addition to social studies.  The entire package is also available in both English and Spanish.  

3. Technology Resources

Ancillary material seemed weaker than those of other publishers, but the on-line system available to all computers in the AISD, more than made up for the supplements offered by other publishers.  Harcourt has totally incorporated technology in its program, and has placed its product on the Internet.  There was a deliberate decision to align the textbooks with the benefits and values of on-line technology.  The web site is superior, and for virtual field trips, videos will be provided for all of our schools.  Harcourt has also invested in an expensive technology that allows the computer to read aloud to a child while the computer tracks the words across the screen – beneficial to struggling readers.  Over the life of this adoption, technology will continue to become a major part of our lives.  Harcourt should be viewed as a strategic partner in the technology arena.  Textbooks and teacher materials are also available on-line.

4. State Requirements

Publisher exceeds all TEKS and TAKS requirements.

5. Training

Professional Development for our current and future teachers will be available from the publisher for the life of the adoption.

6. Teacher Aids

Products were developed in collaboration with MapQuest, Reading Rainbow, Time and the “Bag Ladies”.  Harcourt will also provide one free set (18-24 titles per set) of Time for Kids leveled readers per teacher, Big Books for Grade 1-2, lesson plans, transparencies, and graphic organizers.  Lessons can be taught with ease and within the time allotted for Social Studies.  In addition to biographies in the textbooks, there are thousands of biographies available to the teachers and students on-line.  There are also audio books available to help ESL students and students with varied learning styles.  We were particularly impressed by the picture glossary that will benefit students in the same category.  The web site provides our teachers with a test system that “generates and scores tests”, and tracks the progress of students over time.  Every lesson is available via CD-ROM and the Internet.

Concerns:

We have no significant concerns regarding this textbook adoption.

Contract Negotiations:

If Harcourt were selected as the publisher for Social Studies, we would like to recommend that the following promises be included in the final agreement:

1. Site license for current network configuration as well as expansion over the next eight years.  There should be no additional costs to AISD if campuses expand and acquire additional personal computers.

2. Lost ancillary materials are replaceable if necessary at the publisher’s expense.

3. Larger schools (defined as campuses with over 400 students), will receive two sets of videos for virtual field trips.  If over the next eight years, some schools migrate to DVD technology, the vendor will provide field trips on DVDs as an alternative medium.

4. The Harcourt software will not require a major upgrade of AISD hardware or software at our elementary schools.  No hidden costs to software upgrades or patches.

5. No charge to AISD for visits to our schools by the “Bag Ladies”.

MIDDLE SCHOOL ADOPTION:


Melissa Gaskill, Middle School Chairperson

Grade 6:

The committee recommends Our World Today: People, Places & Issues, Glencoe/McGraw Hill.

Strengths:

The book is well written and presented, with coverage of all subjects and very good current events material. Ancillary materials are complete and good quality. The publishers worked with The National Geographic Society on supplemental materials, videos and atlases, which are top quality. The entire book is available on CD and online. 

Concerns: None.

Grade 7:

The middle school committee endorses the Teacher Committee selection, Texas and Texans, Glencoe/McGraw Hill.

The committee recommends Celebrating Texas: Honoring the Past, Building the Future, McDougal Littel Inc.

Strengths:  The readability of this text is very good, it is well written and well-presented. Ancillary materials are complete and of good quality, and the text and teacher resources are available on CD and online.

Concerns: The video material is not as interesting as it could be.

Grade 8:
The middle school committee endorses the Teacher Committee’s choice, McDougal Littell’s, Creating America.

The committee recommends Call to Freedom; Beginnings to 1877, Holt Rinehart & Winston.

Strengths: This book is very well written, with appealing and informative presentation. Ancillary materials are complete and good quality, especially the extension activities. The videos are especially good, with material presented in an interesting and attention-holding way.

Concerns: The cover is unappealing.

Other comments: We are also very impressed with the Oxford University Press’ A History of Us, finding it to be an extremely well written and interesting approach. However, we felt it too “unorthodox” to recommend as the selection for all schools and teachers. To the extent possible, however, this series should be made available to teachers who want it.

HIGH SCHOOL ADOPTION:
Jacqueline L. Mayo, High School Citizens Textbook Advisory Committee Chairman

World Geography:
The Citizens Committee does not make a recommendation for World Geography.

World History:
The Citizens Committee endorses the Teacher’s Advisory Committee selection of World History: Patterns of Interaction published by McDougal Littell.

We recommend the adoption of the Prentice Hall, World History: Connections to Today, textbook.  This recommendation is based on the excellence of the textbook and the teacher editions of the text.  Specifically, the textbook is exceptional with regards to the following:

1. Readability:  The text was very clear and concise.  The vocabulary was age appropriate.

2. Organization:  The organization of the textbook did a good job for following history.  The flow of the content is easy to understand allowing to the students to get a better grasp of each chapter.

3. Graphics:  The graphics, illustrations, charts and graphs all played an integral role in this textbook.  All worked hand in hand to all the students to visualize the subject content and put it into relation with where we are today.  

4. Content Depth:  The content was handled well for this textbook.  The content delved deep enough to pique the interest of the student but allowing the student to go deeper through research and projects.

5. Photographs:  The photography was wonderful.  Each photo correlated with the text creating a visual for the students.

World History Advanced Placement:

The High School Citizens Committee did not make a recommendation.

European History Advanced Placement:

The High School Citizens Committee did not make a recommendation.

U.S. History from 1877 to the Present

We recommend the adoption of the Glencoe/McGraw-Hill, The American Republic, Volume 2, Texas Edition. This recommendation is based on the book appearing to be more accurate and better organized than the other choices.  

Strengths:

In this textbook, the discussion of the Spanish-American acquisition of colonies is more accurate, and more complete than other textbooks.  I think that the Glencoe text consistently makes better use of maps than the other choices.  See, for example, the Glencoe map of “Axis Expansion, 1935-1941,” (p. 591).  

U.S. History Advanced Placement:

The committee supports the recommendation of the teachers, American History: A Survey, published by Glencoe-McGraw-Hill

We recommend the Prentice-Hall, America Past and Present, AP Edition.  This recommendation is based on one committee member having used the textbook in college courses that he taught.  

Strengths:

One committee member commented:  “I know this to be an excellent text.”

U.S. Government:

We recommend the adoption of the Prentice Hall, Magruder’s American Government, Texas Edition textbooks by the Citizens’ Official Textbook Committee for AISD Social Studies for Grade 12.  This recommendation is based on the excellence of the textbook and the teacher editions of the text.  

Strengths:

Specifically, the textbook is exceptional with regards to the following:

1. Readability:  The text identifies major concept headings which focus the reader to key areas.  The vocabulary is appropriate for this age level.  It doesn’t presume too little for the students of this grade or age level.

2. Organization:  The structure of the units was more appealing, not diving head first into the meat of politics.  Each section gives the student to go beyond what is in the textbook by offering web sites, projects, etc.

3. Graphics:  The illustrations and graphics supported the material. 

4. Content Depth:  Although the textbook did not cover September 11, 2001 events and really delve into what is terrorism and why there is terrorism, the textbook did cover the material deep enough for students to understand and comprehend.

5. Photographs:  The photography is wonderful.  Each photo correlates with the text creating a visual for the students.

U.S. Government Advanced Placement:

The Citizens Committee endorses the Teacher Committee selection of Government in America, published by Prentice Hall.
We recommend the adoption of the McDougal Littell, American Government for Advanced Placement (AP) U.S. Government.  This recommendation is based on the excellence of the textbook and the teacher editions of the text.  Specifically, the textbook is exceptional with regards to the following:

1. Readability:  The text in this textbook is excellence.  It draws the reader in and creates a picture of what American government is today.  The material is appropriate for a student in advanced placement social studies.

2. Organization:  The structure of the units was more appealing, not diving head first into the meat of politics.  Each section gives the student to opportunity go beyond what is in the textbook by offering web sites, projects, etc.

3. Graphics:  The illustrations and graphics supported the material. 

4. Content Depth:  Being that is an AP textbook, the material should cover the events of September 11 better.  Overall the content is college-level and delves deeper into the many aspects of politics giving the student a full understanding of how our government really works.

5. Photographs:  The photography is outstanding.  Each photo correlates with the text, creating a visual for the students.

Economics with Emphasis on the Free Enterprise System:

The committee endorses the Teacher Committee selection of Economics in Action, published by Prentice Hall.

We recommend the adoption of the Glencoe/McGraw-Hill, Economics: Today and Tomorrow for adoption for use in the Economics course.

Strengths:

1. The textbook does a superior job of providing information relevant to the needs of citizens in today’s economic environment.

2. The textbook is written in a “student friendly” manner that should make it easier for students to use what they learn.

3. There is a wide array of supplemental learning tools that can enhance student learning.

Economics Advanced Placement Macroeconomics and Microeconomics:

Since there is only one textbook on the conforming list for Advanced Placement Macroeconomics and Microeconomics, the advisory committee did not make a recommendation.

HIGH SCHOOL ELECTIVES:

Psychology

The Citizens’ Textbook Committee recommends Understanding Psychology published by Glencoe/McGraw Hill for use in the Psychology elective course.

Strengths:
1.
The layout and presentation is attractive, well conceived, and likely to be pleasingly acceptable to the students’ eye.

2.
Charts, graphs and pictorial representations are professionally created and depicted.  The author and publisher have avoided the ‘cartoonish’ quality of most high school level textbook presentations.

3.
An important plus is the inclusion of proper and useful skill building information and applicable exercises for development testing and acquisition assessment.

4.
The core areas of the discipline are presented in a comprehensive manner and updated with the inclusion of recent empirical evidence and research findings.

5.
Pages 630 – 672 contain a comprehensive and informative Glossary, Subject and Name Index and a well developed and detailed listing of cited References.

Weaknesses:

1.
Treatment of personality disorders and drug addition is too brief.  Substance abuse is not included 

as critical to understanding the effects of drugs and their multi-dimensional efficacy for altering mood and personality.

2.
Psychological effects of terrorism receive minimal coverage through the inclusion of a too limited 


section of a reproduced Time Reports article.  

Psychology Advanced Placement:

The Citizens Committee member who reviewed Advanced Placement Psychology was able to review only one of the two Advanced Placement Psychology textbooks and did not wish to make a recommendation in support of, or against, the textbook reviewed.

Sociology:
The Citizens’ Textbook Committee recommends Sociology and You published by Glencoe/McGraw Hill for use in the Sociology elective course.

Strengths:

1.
The text’s first author, Jon M. Shepard, is a respected author and researcher in the field.  His college level Introductory Sociology text is widely used across university and college campuses in the United States.

2. The text overall is very readable.  Core areas of the discipline are generally documented without significant error, though most are covered at the surface level.

3. Charts and graphs provide up-to-date statistics profiling trends, patterns and changing dynamics of social issues (e.g., unemployment rates, immigration flow, crime, and divorce and morbidity, to name a few).  

4. The majority of topics and issues are presented in terms of the competitive views of the discipline.  This provides student with a comprehensive and unbiased assessment of the pros and cons of most every perspective.

Weaknesses:
1. Presentation conforms with traditional expectations regarding Introductory/survey texts.  Most students are likely to consider the text too comprehensive, too detailed, too busy, and, for some, just outright boring. [This is in spite of its readable format?]

2.
Overall, the presentation lacks a critical (what the field calls a “debunking motif”) eye.  In a number of situations it avoids questioning what we all tend to take for granted when we look at how society operates and how we as individuals interact with society itself.

3.
Some would question the necessity for including several entries (consider for instance, “Honoring America” series).  The text is not a Government focused one?

Attachment #2

Social Studies Textbook Adoption

Recommended Support Resources

The textbook advisory committees recommend that the Austin Independent School District fund projection equipment and supplemental materials to support the social studies textbook adoption, grades 1–12.  Instructional materials include CD-ROMs, online textbooks, websites and other resources that require an in-focus projector to deliver the on-screen resources.  The in-focus projector gives easy assess for teachers to use PowerPoint, show transparencies, utilize online websites and practice TAKS assessment items.  

Technology Support

At the elementary level, an in-focus projector and a cart are recommended at the rate of one per 600 students.

Grades 1-5

	Item
	Page(s) *
	Cost Per Item
	Number
	Total

	Video/Computer Projector (LCD),

one projector per 600 students
	p. 6
	$1,456.65
	104
	$151,491.60

	Moveable cart for equipment
	
	146.52
	104
	$15,238.08

	TOTAL
	
	
	
	$166,729.68


At the middle and high school levels, an in-focus projector and a cart are recommended at the rate of one per 1000 students.
Middle School

	Item
	Page(s) *
	Cost Per Item
	Number
	Total

	Video/Computer Projector (LCD),

one projector per 1000 students
	pp. 9, 12, 15
	$1,456.65
	21
	$30,589.65

	Moveable cart for equipment
	
	146.52
	21
	$3,076.92

	TOTAL
	
	
	
	$33,666.57


High School

	Item
	Page(s) *
	Cost Per Item
	Number
	Total

	Video/Computer Projector (LCD),

one projector per 1000 students
	pp. 18, 21, 23, 25, 27, 28, 29
	$1,456.65
	22
	$32,046.30

	Moveable cart for equipment
	pp. 27, 28, 30
	146.52
	22
	3,223.44

	TOTAL
	
	
	
	$35,269.74


TAKS Support
Both the teacher and citizen textbook advisory committees requested an additional supplemental TAKS support instructional resource, A History of US.  This seven-volume classroom set of American history books, with teaching guides, blackline masters and assessment book, is requested for use on each middle school campus.  In addition, the teacher advisory committee also recommends purchase of one class set of atlases per eighth grade U.S. History teacher.
Grade 8 U.S. History to 1877

	Item
	Page(s) *
	Cost Per Item
	Number
	Total

	A History of U.S., Oxford University Press, a class set of 30

per campus @ $55.46 per packet
	p. 15, 46
	$1,663.80
	17
	$28,284.60

	Class sets of Nystrom Atlases for U.S. History, one per teacher
	p. 15
	379.00
	51
	19,329.00

	TOTAL
	
	
	
	$47,613.60


The members of the teacher advisory committee reviewing the available options for World Geography instruction request the additional purchase of Mapping Our World: GIS Lessons for Educators, a license to use Geographic Information Systems (GIS) and a teacher’s manual to guide the teacher and students in the use of GIS.  This software program, used by the U.S. government and other entities, is available for use in world geography and other classrooms.  
High School World Geography 

	Item
	Page(s) *
	Cost Per Item
	Number
	Total

	Mapping Our World: GIS Lessons for Educators, one per World Geography teacher
	p. 18
	$87.95
	40
	$3,518.00

	TOTAL
	
	
	
	$3,518.00


*Page references in Textbook Adoption District Committee Report, Attachment #1.

Additional Requests

Two additional items were requested in committee reports.  Laptop computers and History Alive!, a web-based software program, were not recommended by the official committee to be considered for purchase at this time.  The social studies department has a plan and process to address this in the future.
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