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RECOMMENDATION

That the Board of Trustees of the Austin Independent School District recognize and congratulate the staff of Garza Independence High School, under the leadership of Principal Victoria Baldwin, for being selected by The Academy for Educational Development and Policy for national recognition. This highly prestigious award is evidence of this school’s hard work and commitment to creating lifelong learners who will be successful in a rapidly changing and diverse world.  

BACKGROUND INFORMATION


After a December 2002 visit to Garza Independence High School members of the Academy for Educational Development nominated the school to be named as one of their National Transformational Schools.  The Academy for Educational Development is an independent, nonprofit organization committed to solving critical social problems in the United States and throughout the world.  Founded in 1961, the Organization is based in Washington, D. C. and has centers throughout the U.S. and in 130 countries. The Academy focuses on successful programs and schools which are dedicated to promoting highly effective alternative educational practices for vulnerable youth.  Garza was selected as a school with a track record of turning around the lives of young people and providing a quality educational opportunity that leads to continued education, training, and social contributions. 

ACTION REQUIRED

Board Approval

CONTACT PERSON


Victoria Baldwin, Principal, Garza Independence 


High School

BOARD RECOGNITION STATEMENT

Garza Independence High School Transformational Educational Recognition 

I am honored to recognize Garza Independence High School for being named a National Transformational School by the Academy for Educational Development and Policy Research.  The Garza faculty, staff, students, and community have focused with determination and commitment on the positive educational environment for AISD students.  Garza is a school that prides itself on its ability to foster a community of empowered learners in an atmosphere of mutual respect and trust where each individual is challenged to learn, grow, and be successful now and in the future. Garza’s participation in a national effort to implement an effective transformational educational program for youth honors the Austin Independent School District.

