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Proposal P04-046 for Secondary Reading Intervention Software - b

RECOMMENDATION

That an award be made to Texas Educational Solution in an amount of $100,000 for a license fee and management of secondary reading intervention software for a one (1) year period; with the option of extending the license up to three (3) years at $40,000 per year ($4,000 per license site x 10 sites).

BACKGROUND INFORMATION

The Austin Independent School District is seeking secondary reading intervention software specifically designed to remediate secondary struggling readers who may or may not exhibit learning disabilities and lack of proficiency with the English language.

The requested software reading intervention program must utilize research-based practices in order to accelerate the reading proficiency of struggling secondary students.  The web-based program must also be proven effective with English language learners and students with learning disabilities. The package must include electronically-scored placement tests and progress monitoring capabilities.  The software must be user-friendly and require a minimum of training and maintenance to operate effectively.  The primary curricular features of the program should include extensive vocabulary fluency and comprehension lessons for readers ranging in proficiency from grades 3-12.  Text must include expository as well as literary selections and be appropriate in interest-level for older readers.  Students must be able to obtain immediate instructional feedback as they work independently in the program.  Funds for this purpose are included in the 2003-04 operating budget.

ADMINISTRATIVE CONSIDERATION

The RFP was released, advertised, and mailed to seven vendors on December 12, 2003, and closed on January 21, 2004. Only one proposal was received. 

A six-member committee reviewed and scored the proposal based on pre-determined criteria.  Each Proposal was evaluated in the areas of curriculum and program features, financial proposal, and contractor’s capabilities.  Each committee member present completed evaluation forms.  Based on the evaluation of the proposals the review committee recommends that Texas Educational Solution’s be awarded the contract for secondary reading intervention software.
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