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Austin Independent School District


Office of Instructional Technology
To:  

Dr. Darlene Westbrook

From:

Dr. Pauline Walker and Mr. Daniel Brillhart, Co-Chairs



Technology Applications Textbook Committee for Grades K-5

Date:

February 1, 2004

Subject:
Recommendation for Technology Applications Grades K-5 Textbook Adoption

Recommendation:

The Advisory Committee wishes to recommend the adoption of EasyTech by Pearson Education / Scott-Foresman.

Rational for choice:

The combined K-2 and 3-5 Committee met and discussed the advantages and disadvantages of the programs up for adoption.  After lengthy discussions, it was decided that EasyTech provided the program that would most likely used by the teachers when meeting the Technology TEKS.  

Standards-based:

This program will:

· Meet all national standards (International Society of Technology Educators).

· Support and facilitate the implementation of the Texas Essential Knowledge and

Skills (TEKS) and the Austin ISD technology applications scope and sequence.

Strengths:

1. Readability:  EasyTech is a very readable program – and provides auditory instructions for non-readers.

2. Organization:  The program is set up in simple, quick lessons that address the Technology TEKS in a sequential manner, and which are easily adaptable to the needs and technology skills of different groups of students.

3. Integration with core content and enrichment content: EasyTech provides lessons on how to use various programs. The skills covered by EasyTech can be applied by the students to projects and activities assigned by the instructor that are tied into the core curriculum.

4. Graphics / Animation: There is an abundance of graphics and animation that are used to engage the students.

5. Content depth: EasyTech is easily organized to meet the needs of a diverse student population, and is easily accessible by the instructor.

6. Other resources: All resources for EasyTech can be found online.

7. Instructional support for teachers: EasyTech provides a variety of different instructor resources at their web site, and the representatives have been working with AISD in developing and enhancing their product for several years.  

8. ESL / Bilingual: EasyTech will be available in Spanish for bilingual or ESL students starting in the Fall of 2004.

Concerns of the Program:


While EasyTech is the final recommendation of this combined committee, there were several concerns expressed by members of the committees when discussing the adoption of the program.  Those concerns are:

· The brevity of typing instruction in the program.

· A certain “childishness” in the presentation of material that could negatively affect the interest of an older elementary student.

· The fact that skills are initially taught in an isolated manner as opposed in a truly integrated program.  Much of the integration of technology skills is left to the instructor.

· The program meets the needs of the majority of AISD instructors at this time, but does little to advance those needs towards a vision of a truly integrated technology curriculum.

Recommended supplementary materials:


While it is the recommendation of this combined committee that EasyTech be adopted, the need for a more truly integrated program for teachers who are more advanced in technology instruction suggests that a supplementary purchase of Connected Tech by Classroom Connect, Inc. may be needed.  It is the recommendation that class sets of Connected Tech be made available for teachers for whom EasyTech would be a bit rudimentary.

Austin Independent School District


Office of Instructional Technology
To:  

Dr. Darlene Westbrook

From:
Karen Anders, Chair Technology Applications Textbook Committee for Grades 6-8

Date:

February 6, 2004

Subject:
Recommendation for Technology Applications Grades 6-8 Textbook Adoption

Recommendation:

The Advisory Committee wishes to recommend the adoption of the Pearson/Scott Foresman online text titled EasyTech( (Learning.com).

Rational for choice: 

· The user interface is engaging and stimulating to students in the middle grades.

·  The format of the lessons simulates real life problems in a role-playing game (rpg) format. 

· Lessons are easy to follow and model the technology application task to be learned before asking the user to repeat it. 

· This Internet-based application is self-assessing and tracks student progress for all grades to record mastery of technology application skills.

· The Internet-based version will be available in a Spanish spoken version for grades 6-8 in the Fall, 2004.

Standards-based:

This program will:

· Meet all national standards (International Society of Technology Educators).

· Support and facilitate the implementation of the Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS) and the Austin ISD technology applications scope and sequence.

Strengths:

1. Readability: The user interface addresses all learning styles with short visual prompts in the forms of words and cursor prompts with an audio soundtrack that audibly reads the same words on the display. Students listen and read along as tasks are described and modeled; then, the student is asked to replicate the task after which he or she receives immediate and non-threatening feedback. 

2. Organization: The curriculum is divided into four types of lesson components – lessons, practice, discussions, and activities. The lessons are audio-visual role-playing user interfaces while the discussions include interaction between the teacher and students in the class as they discuss aspects of technology usage such as “Online Ethics;” “Acceptable Use Policy,” “Working Online,” and “Audience and Media.” The practices are focused on keyboarding and proofreading and correcting word processing documents. 

3. Integration with core content and enrichment content: Activities are the integrated applications of skills learned in the lessons and discussions. These activities may be used as launch activities for an interdisciplinary unit or mini-project. The activities also serve as applications of the skills learned in selected content areas.

4. Graphics / Animation: Lessons dedicated to graphics and desktop publishing in the middle grades teach skills use paint and drawing programs and describe the different types of graphics and how to save images in different formats. These skills are then incorporated into a lesson on desktop publishing to design a newsletter using page layout, text, and graphics. The program lacks any detailed lessons for animation. 

5. Content depth: The EasyTech( curriculum is robust enough to be utilized by teachers to address their own gaps in using applications such as PowerPoint, Excel and hypertext markup language (html). Yet, the user interface allows for a depth of understanding through task modeling and repetition that enables students to gain essential skills with all basic technology applications. 

6. Other resources: Since the program is Internet-based, it will run on either the Windows or Macintosh platform with the correct plug-ins available on the Learning.com website under Support>Downloads and Software. The Department of Instructional Technology has provided most elementary and middle schools with sets of headphones for audio use with this program during the 2002-2003 school year. 

7. Instructional support for teachers: Grade level instructional guides for the teachers are now available in .pdf format on the web site containing instructions and complete documentation for implementing the discussions and activities. Each grade level instructional guide contains over 300 pages for the teacher. In August, 2003 a core of Austin teachers became trainers for Learning.com and could be utilized to instruct teachers during the summer or on weekends and evenings.

8. ESL / Bilingual: Previews of the Spanish lessons to be released by Fall, 2004 are available at www.learning.com/Spanish. These lessons are written and spoken in Spanish to accommodate ESL students.

Concerns of the Program:

Five of eight committee members in attendance at the textbook hearings and committee meetings prefer the EasyTech( solution for grades 6-8.

One committee member expressed concerns that EasyTech( is totally integrated and did not meet the needs of the technology application classes taught at some middle school campuses.There were shared concerns for middle schools that offer technology application courses as to the depth and rigor of the easytech( solution. Among these concerns were the following:

· Other publishers have workbooks and paper handouts, instructional materials on CD-ROM, one has a Keyboarding Component, and most are also online making them very versatile.

· Having written materials and workbooks allows teachers the option of sending work home or to In School Suspension when a student is out of class or does not have access to the Internet. Lack of Internet access at home is the norm at many middle schools.
Recommended supplementary materials:

This committee respectfully submits a recommendation for continuing support towards a 1 to 1 computer to student ratio with options for parents to purchase Internet access at home at a reasonable cost to the family. During the school day, basic skills instruction in technology applications is inhibited by the rigor of subject area instruction. As with other repetitive processes, keyboarding and word processing require practice and should be available to students as needed.

Several members of the committee for grades 6-8 teach technology applications courses at their campuses and wish to have additional resources available from one or more of the other publishers presented during this adoption.

Austin Independent School District


Office of Instructional Technology
To:  

Dr. Darlene Westbrook

From:

Walter Lenoir, Chair



Technology Applications Textbook Committee for Computer Science

Date:

February 4, 2004

Subject:
Recommendation for Computer Science Textbook Adoption

Recommendation:

The Advisory Committee wishes to recommend the adoption of  Introduction to Computer Science Using JAVA published by McGraw Hill/Glencoe as the AISD textbook for Computer Science and Computer Science AP.

Rational for choice:

The committee reviewed all of the Computer Science AP texts on the state approved list.

This text meets the curriculum requirements of Computer Science as taught in our district. The committee was impressed with the quality of the presentation of the material and the organization of the topics. The associated ancillaries are amongst the best of any text that we reviewed. We feel that this text stands out as the strongest candidate among the texts that we reviewed.

Unanimous vote from committee members favored the Glencoe text.

Standards-based:

This program will:

· Meet all national standards (International Society of Technology Educators).

· Support and facilitate the implementation of the Texas Essential Knowledge and

Skills (TEKS) and the Austin ISD technology applications scope and sequence.

Strengths:

1. Readability: written at a secondary level yet incorporates current professional standards and practices

2. Organization: incorporates a traditional approach to algorithm development with an early emphasis on object-oriented programming

3. Integration with core content and enrichment content: topics in computer ethics and the history of computing  are presented at regular intervals

4. Graphics / Animation: topics in graphics and event-driven programming are covered in each chapter

5. Content depth: all elements of the AP curriculum are included

6. Other resources: powerful test banks and online testing software is included 

7. Instructional support for teachers: sample lesson plans and TEKS correlations are included

8. ESL / Bilingual: none (the command structure of JAVA is English based, it is impossible to envision instruction to students without at least a minimal vocabulary in English)

Concerns of the Program:


Committee recommendation is unanimous.

Recommended supplementary materials:


The committee liked Introduction to Programming with JAVA by Outsource Laboratories Press because of its very detailed and simple explanation of basic concepts. It was so detailed that it was tedious. It lacked the enrichment features of the Glencoe text. However, we felt that it would be a valuable resource for students with attendance issues or other remediation needs. Pending available budget, the committee recommends that each campus might be supplied with 10 copies of this text to use with students needing remediation.

Austin Independent School District


Office of Instructional Technology
To:  

Dr. Darlene Westbrook

From:

Scott Dennis, Chair



Technology Applications Textbook Committee for high schools

Date:

February 1, 2004

Subject:
Recommendation for Technology Applications High School Textbook Adoption—Desktop Publishing

Recommendation:

The Advisory Committee wishes to recommend the adoption of the Thomson Learning / Course Technology,  Desktop Publishing BASICS.

Rational for choice:

This recommended text most closely meets the needs of our students.  AISD provides the software and infrastructure to support this text; the other adoption required software that AISD does not possess.

Standards-based:

This program will:

· Meet all national standards (International Society of Technology Educators).

· Support and facilitate the implementation of the Texas Essential Knowledge and

      Skills (TEKS) and the Austin ISD technology applications scope and sequence.

Strengths:


This text is generic and less-software specific than others.

Concerns of the Program:


Unanimous vote from committee members favored the selection.

Recommended supplementary materials:


None.

Austin Independent School District


Office of Instructional Technology
To:  

Dr. Darlene Westbrook

From:

Scott Dennis, Chair



Technology Applications Textbook Committee for high schools

Date:

February 1, 2004

Subject:
Recommendation for Technology Applications High School Textbook Adoption—Digital Graphics / Animation

Recommendation:

The Advisory Committee wishes to recommend the adoption of the Pearson Education, Inc. Digital Graphics and Animation with Photoshop and Flash.

Rational for choice:

Only adoption on conforming list.

Standards-based:

This program will:

· Meet all national standards (International Society of Technology Educators).

· Support and facilitate the implementation of the Texas Essential Knowledge and

      Skills (TEKS) and the Austin ISD technology applications scope and sequence.

Strengths:


Only conforming text.

Concerns of the Program:


Unanimous vote from committee members favored the selection.

Recommended supplementary materials:


None.

Austin Independent School District


Office of Instructional Technology
To:  

Dr. Darlene Westbrook

From:

Scott Dennis, Chair



Technology Applications Textbook Committee for high schools

Date:

February 1, 2004

Subject:
Recommendation for Technology Applications High School Textbook Adoption—Video Technology

Recommendation:

The Advisory Committee wishes to recommend the adoption of the Pearson Education, Inc. Video Technology with Premiere 6 and After Effects 5.

Rational for choice:

Only adoption on conforming list.

Standards-based:

This program will:

· Meet all national standards (International Society of Technology Educators).

· Support and facilitate the implementation of the Texas Essential Knowledge and

      Skills (TEKS) and the Austin ISD technology applications scope and sequence.

Strengths:


Only conforming text.

Concerns of the Program:


Unanimous vote from committee members favored the selection.

Recommended supplementary materials:


None.
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Office of Instructional Technology
To:  

Dr. Darlene Westbrook

From:

Scott Dennis, Chair



Technology Applications Textbook Committee for high schools

Date:

February 1, 2004

Subject:
Recommendation for Technology Applications High School Textbook Adoption—Web Mastering

Recommendation:

The Advisory Committee wishes to recommend the adoption of the Pearson Education, Inc. Web Mastering with Dreamweaver MX.

Rational for choice:

Only adoption on conforming list.

Standards-based:

This program will:

· Meet all national standards (International Society of Technology Educators).

· Support and facilitate the implementation of the Texas Essential Knowledge and

      Skills (TEKS) and the Austin ISD technology applications scope and sequence.

Strengths:


Only conforming text.

Concerns of the Program:


Unanimous vote from committee members favored the selection.

Recommended supplementary materials:


None.

Austin Independent School District


Office of Instructional Technology
To:  

Dr. Darlene Westbrook

From:

Scott Dennis, Chair



Technology Applications Textbook Committee for high schools

Date:

February 1, 2004

Subject:
Recommendation for Technology Applications High School Textbook Adoption—Multimedia

Recommendation:

The Advisory Committee wishes to recommend the adoption of  Multimedia BASICS by Thomson Learning/Course Technology.

Rationale for choice:

This text is the only text offered for the high school multimedia course.  Please note that this text does not conform to 100% of the TEKS.  (nonconforming)

Standards-based:

This program will:

· Meet most national standards (International Society of Technology Educators).

· Support and facilitate the implementation of the Texas Essential Knowledge and

      Skills (TEKS) and the Austin ISD technology applications scope and sequence.

Strengths:


Only text offered.

Concerns of the Program:


Unanimous vote from committee members favored the selection.


Please note this text is nonconforming.

Recommended supplementary materials:


None.
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