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M E M O R A N D U M

TO:
Dr. Darlene Westbrook

FROM:
Isabel Reyes


Chair, Teacher Advisory Committee


Elementary English as a Second Language (ESL) Textbook Adoption

DATE:
February 2, 2004

SUBJECT:
Recommendation for ESL Textbook Adoption, Grades K-5

The Teacher Textbook Advisory Committee for the Elementary English as a Second Language (ESL) Textbook Adoption has reviewed the ESL instructional materials provided by the three publishers. Our discussion and review of the teachers’ feedback has led us to make the following recommendation:  Hampton-Brown’s Avenues, Grades 

K-5.

Rationale for selection:

Standards-Based:

The full complement of materials in this ESL program will:

1. engage the English language learners in a myriad of listening, speaking, reading, and writing activities, in accordance with the Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills, as well as the standards established by the Teachers of English to Speakers of Other Languages;

2. support and facilitate the instruction of the Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS) in the four core content areas, and in second language acquisition;

3. align with the Instructional Planning Guides (IPGs) for English Language Arts;

4. facilitate the Austin ISDs Developmental Bilingual Education/ESL Program model;

5. offer effective linguistic and cognitive preparation for English language learners’ performance on the Texas Assessment of Knowledge and Skills (TAKS) and the Reading Proficiency Tests in English (RPTE);

6. support the Principles of Learning, such as Accountable Talk, Rigorous Curriculum, and Socializing Intelligence; and

7. promote the English language learners’ development and application of academic English through the integration of core content material.

Strengths:

1. Assessment:  The assessment component addresses the English language learners’ multi-leveled language development throughout the grades (K-5). The assessment targets individual and class performance, and identifies students’ language proficiency levels as Beginning, Intermediate, and Advanced. The assessment component addresses and supports students’ learning and practice of the TAKS format.  

2. Vocabulary:  Avenues follows a systematic process for language development, providing basic vocabulary, visual support (picture cards), integration of core concepts, and interactive activities.

3. Phonics:  The introduction and practice of the English sound system is included in daily lessons, which progresses developmentally throughout the lessons. The take-home books that reinforce the development of phonics skills and academic content language support this strand.  The phonics component also includes manipulatives. 

4. Content Area:  Language development is evident in the progression of concrete concepts in the content areas, such as social studies and science. The academic content reinforces the students’ learning of academic English.

5. Reading:  The materials bridge literacy skills in the first language to those in the second language in a sequential manner. Therefore, transition for students is supported throughout the text.

6. Technology:  The component includes visual learning software, a picture library, an interactive graphic organizer, and features that allow students to hear pronunciations

and offers online resources for teachers such as an Online Leveled Book Finder and an Online Lesson Planner.

7. Staff Development:  Initial and follow-up inservices will focus on the program overview and organization.  It will include the introduction of the program components, model lessons and strategies to build oral language and vocabulary, lesson planning and pacing, assessment, technology and the use of online resources.  Hampton-Brown has committed to the training of new and experienced teachers to Austin ISD for the duration of the adoption.

Additional Strengths:

1. Teacher Edition:  The lay-out of the teacher edition is “teacher friendly”.  It can be understood and followed easily by veteran teachers and novice teachers for planning and implementing of lessons.
Student and Teacher support materials:

Kindergarten:

1. Language Books plus Picture Perfect Word Book

2. Practice Book (These consumable books are provided for the life of the adoption)

3. Read-Alone Phonics Stories (These stories are provided for the life of the adoption)

4. Teacher Edition

5. Practice Book Teacher’s Edition

6. Teacher’s Resource Book

7. Sing-Along Language Songs Big Book and CDs

8. Fiction Big Book Set

9. Vocabulary Builder Set

10. Nonfiction Big Book Set

11. Picture Perfect Word Book Big Book

12. Alphachant Phonics Kit

Grade 1

1. Literature Anthology with Picture Dictionary

2. Practice Book (These consumable books are provided for the life of the adoption)

3. Read-Alone Phonics Stories (These consumable books are provided for the life of the adoption)

4. Texas Teacher’s Edition

5. Practice Book Teacher’s Edition

6. Teacher’s Resource Book

7. Sing-Along Language Songs Big Book and CDs

8. English At Your Command Big Book

Grade 2

1. Literature Anthology with Picture Dictionary

2. English At Your Command! Language Handbook

3. Teacher’s Edition

4. Practice Book Blackline Masters and Teacher’s Edition

5. Teacher’s Resource Book

6. Sing-Along Language Songs Big Book and CDs

Grade 3

1. Literature Anthology with Picture Dictionary

2. English At Your Command! Language Handbook

3. Texas Teacher’s Edition

4. Practice Book Blackline Masters and Teacher’s Edition

5. Sing-Along Language Songs Big Book and CD

6. Newcomer Materials

7. Reading Basics Phonics Kit

8. PhotoFile Picture Cards

9. Kidspiration CD-ROM

Grade 4

1. Literature Anthology with Picture Dictionary

2. English At Your Command! Language Handbook

3. Texas Teacher’s Edition

4. Practice Book Blackline Masters and Teacher’s Edition

5. Teacher’s Resource Book

6. Sing-Along Language Songs Big Book and CDs

7. Newcomer Materials

8. Reading Basics Phonics Kit

9. PhotoFile Picture Cards

10. Kidspiration CD-ROM

Grade 5

1. Literature Anthology with Picture Dictionary

2. English At Your Command! Language Handbook

3. Texas Teacher’s Edition

4. Practice Book Blackline Masters and Teacher’s Edition

5. Teacher’s Resource Book

6. Sing-Along Language Songs Big Book and CDs

7. Newcomer Materials

8. Reading Basics Phonics Kit

9. PhotoFile Picture Cards

10. Kidspiration CD-ROM

Interdisciplinary Support:

Avenues correlate to science, social studies and the reading series in English and Spanish. It also provides for the writing process across content areas.

Options Selections: 


Kindergarten

Option 1 Storybooks


First Grade 


Option 1 Storybooks


Second Grade

Option 1 Storybooks


Third Grade 

Option 1 Storybooks


Fourth Grade 
Option 1 Storybooks


Fifth Grade 

Option 1 Storybooks

Recommended Additional Materials:

Newcomer Books for Grades First and Second


Phonics Kits for Grades First and Second


English At Your Command- Big Book  (First Grade) for Grades 2-5

M E M O R A N D U M

TO:
Dr. Darlene Westbrook

FROM:
Douglas Rhodenbaugh


Chair, Teacher Advisory Committee


Secondary English as a Second Language (ESL) Textbook Adoption

DATE:
February 11, 2004

SUBJECT:
Recommendation for ESL Textbook Adoption, Grades 6-8

The Teacher Textbook Advisory Committee for the Secondary English as a Second Language (ESL) Textbook Adoption has reviewed the ESL instructional materials provided by the four publishers. Our discussion and review of the teachers’ feedback, as well as input from the Citizens’ Textbook Advisory Committee, has led us to make the following recommendation:  Heinle/Thomson: Visions.

Rationale for selection:

Standards-Based:

1. engage the English language learners in a myriad of listening, speaking, reading, and writing activities, in accordance with the Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills, as well as the standards established by the Teachers of English to Speakers of Other Languages;

2. support and facilitate the instruction of the Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS) in the four core content areas, and in second language acquisition;

3. align with the Instructional Planning Guides (IPGs) for English Language Arts;

4. facilitate the Austin ISD’s Developmental Bilingual Education/ESL Program model;

5. offer effective linguistic and cognitive preparation for English language learners’ performance on the Texas Assessment of Knowledge and Skills (TAKS) and the Reading Proficiency Tests in English (RPTE);

6. support the Principles of Learning, such as Accountable Talk, Rigorous Curriculum, and Socializing Intelligence; and

7. promote the English language learners’ development and application of academic English through the integration of core content material.

Strengths:

1.
Assessment:  The assessment component addresses the English language learners’ multi-leveled language development throughout the grades (Basic, Level A, Level B, and Level C, which roughly translate to Grades 6, 7, and 8 with a Newcomers’ component). The assessment targets individual and class performance, and identifies students’ language proficiency levels as Beginning, Intermediate, and Advanced. The assessment component addresses and supports students’ learning and practice of the TAKS format. The teacher resource booklets provide many and varied levels and modes of assessments to accommodate ability differences and learning style variations. There is a strong component for newcomers.

2. Vocabulary:  Visions follows a systematic process for language development, providing basic vocabulary, visual support, audio support, integration of Content Area lessons, and interactive activities. Vocabulary is in context, embedded and highlighted, supports both recently learned concepts as well as future lessons, and is directly connected to Content Area concepts.

3.
Grammar:  The learning sets and routines established in each chapter focus on Word Study as well as Grammar in separate activities. These activities also are tied to additional practices in the consumable Student Activity Book, Student Handbook, Student CD-ROM and Personal Dictionary. In addition, a consumable Grammar Practice Workbook is included in the adoption.

4.
Content Area:  Language development is evident in the progression of concrete concepts in the content areas, such as social studies and science. The academic content reinforces the students’ learning of Academic English. Within each chapter, the Visions program uses an array of literary genre, such as poems, chants, song lyrics, and prose forms, even adapted novels, to promote organized content area lessons. In addition, multiple activities are embedded in each lesson that teach content area skills ranging from maps, charts, and graphs, to grouping, predicting, and inferencing.

5.
Reading:  The materials bridge literacy skills in the first language to those in the second language in a sequential manner. Therefore, transition for students is supported throughout the text. A systematic connection is made in each unit to build connections between reading, writing, speaking, and listening, with dedicated activities and checklists in each unit to build on the interconnectedness of these skills. Again, a deliberate attempt is made to accommodate newcomers with audio support, technology support, and visual support.

6.
Differentiation:  Throughout the materials in the Visions package, an effort was made not only to provide choices in instruction and assessment to differentiate and modify for learning differences and ability differences, but also to provide tangible teacher support in the Teacher Resource Book and lesson plans. This is critical not only for newcomers, but also in classrooms where learners are grouped by grade level instead of ability level.

7.
Technology:  Both on-line support and duplicatable Student CD-ROMS, Audio tapes, and audio CDs are included.

8. Staff Development:  In-service is available, at district request, as referenced in the promissory letter. A Teacher In-Service Video also is included in the ancillary materials.

9. Company’s Track Record:  A formal cover letter was presented to the District that outlines the items included in the adoption, and those that are available outside the adoption. Since the materials are being purchased outside of the adoption, this point is moot, but the cover letter does speak to the company’s willingness to negotiate, modify, and stand accountable for its promises. It also must be noted that a strong point of this selection was that it complemented and fed naturally into the system already in place at the High School grades, so a relationship already exists.

10. Priorities in Purchasing:  The committee met, and, after polling the campuses, has placed the Visions materials in order of priority for purchase:

· class set of student textbooks, Levels Basic, A, B, and C;

· class set of student activity books, Levels Basic, A, B, and C;

· class set of Moore Grammar Practice, Levels Basic, A, B, and C;

· class set of Student Handbooks, Levels Basic, A, B, and C;

· Audio CDs;

· Student CD-ROM;

· Transparencies;

· Novels; and

· Dictionaries/pictures.

Of the Teacher Materials available the following recommendations were made in order of priority:

· Texas Teacher’s edition

· Student Package

· Teacher Resource Book;

· Assessment Program; and

· TEKS Correlation.

NOTE:  Almost all campuses requested the Basic Level and Level A as their first priority, with Level B and C following thereafter.
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