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Austin Independent School District


Office of Curriculum and School Improvement
TO:

Dr. Darlene Westbrook
FROM:
Mary Eastberg, Co-Chair



Cesar C. Gutierrez, Co-Chair




Textbook Advisory Committee for Biology I

DATE:
February 5, 2004

SUBJECT:
Recommendations for High School Biology I Textbook Adoption

The Advisory Committee wishes to recommend the adoption of Prentice Hall Biology for use in Biology I.

Rationale for choice:

Although there is strong competition from other publishers, we feel that the Prentice Hall Biology textbook and ancillaries will provide the best possible and most comprehensive learning experiences and opportunities for all of our students.

Standards-Based:
This program will:

· Meet all National Science Standards

· Support and facilitate the implementation of the Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS) and the Austin ISD Science Curriculum Matrix and Instructional Planning Guides
· Offer effective support for Texas Assessment of Knowledge and Skills (TAKS)
Strengths:
· Content: Biology has become a very complex and abstract science. The coverage of biology in Prentice Hall Biology is current, accurate and extensive. The text focuses on biology concepts as opposed to memorization of vocabulary. It is a very detailed text, but it emphasizes fundamental concepts of biology.

· Readability: Text is clear with frequent use of analogies to explain difficult concepts. Technical concepts are introduced by easily understood overviews. Each chapter includes a reading guide, icons that mark key concepts, and checkpoint questions that aid readers. 

· Graphics and Illustrations: Graphics are clear and understandable and reinforce written content. Photographs and micrographs are used at length.

· Technology and Media: Computer and media resources include an excellent interactive version of the textbook (provided online and on CD-ROM) as well as other CD-ROMs, PowerPoint presentations, videotapes, animations, and access to websites which promise to keep content current.
· Lab Experiences: Ancillaries have a large variety of hands-on lab experiences and virtual simulations. The main lab manual comes in advanced and basic levels and is supplemented by more open-ended exploration, real world, and experimental design labs.

· Assessment: Test bank and textbook questions are of high quality and include a variety of question types and levels. The questions also include good charts, graphs and graphics.

· Student Support Materials: A consumable student workbook will be provided for the life of the adoption. It acts as a reading guide, but it also includes a full science TAKS manual that students will be able to keep and review in the tenth and eleventh grades.
· Limited English Proficiency Student Support: The textbook is available in a spanish edition. Teacher resources provide advice and strategies for increasing comprehension in English Language Learners.
· Instructional Support for the Teacher: The Teacher’s Edition and teaching resources are provided both in written form and on CD-ROM. They correlate material to TEKS and TAKS and are easy to use.

· Program Integration: The textbook, student materials, and teacher materials are well integrated.

· Staff Development: Prentice Hall will provide staff development customized to the needs of the district for the life of the adoption.
· Reduction in Textbook Loss: Prentice Hall has agreed to provide a free class set of textbooks to be kept in each biology classroom. Students will be able to keep their textbooks safe at home or will have the option of using the online or CD-ROM version at home.
Concerns of the Program:

· Many promises were made by all of the publishers trying to win this adoption. We hope that the selected publisher honors its written agreements with AISD and provides materials and resources in a timely manner.

Recommended Supplementary Materials:

· Projector and Internet Capable Laptop Computer (one per teacher): These items will be used by teachers to take advantage of extensive online and CD-ROM support found in the program. 

· Computers on Wheels (COWS – one per campus): This item would help provide equitable student access to the extensive technological features of this program. It would also save instructional time in entering and analyzing benchmark data.
· Time, Stipends, and/or Substitute Coverage for Staff Development: Prentice Hall has agreed to provide free staff development for the life of the adoption. We feel that it is necessary to take full advantage of this offer in order to make the best use of the Prentice Hall program.
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Office of Curriculum and School Improvement
TO:

Dr. Darlene Westbrook

FROM:
David Journeay, Chair




Textbook Advisory Committee for A.P. Biology

DATE:
February 9, 2004

SUBJECT:
Recommendations for High School A.P. Biology Textbook Adoption

The Advisory Committee wishes to recommend the adoption of the Pearson/Prentice Hall A.P. Biology book "Biology, 6th Ed." by Campbell & Reece

Rationale for choice:

Standards-Based:
This program will:

Meet all National Science Standards

Support and facilitate the implementation of the Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS) and the Austin ISD Science Curriculum Matrix and Instructional Planning Guides

Offer effective support for Texas Assessment of Knowledge and Skills (TAKS)

Meet all requirements of the College Board AP Biology course

Strengths:

1. Appropriate level for an AP Biology course.

2. Covers the eight major themes of the College Board  AP Biology outline.

3. Excellent instructional support for the teacher including:


Instructor's guide


Spanish glossary


Image presentation library


PowerPoint lectures CD


Test Bank


Test manager CD

Investigating Biology Instructor's Edition to Labs


Color transparencies (see recommended supplementary materials below)


Investigating Biology Preparation Guide


Lab bench CD (with lab exercises recommended by the College Board)

  4. Student resources including:

Web site with learning objectives, activities, case studies, quiz questions student CD

  5. Excellent staff development available.

Concerns of the Program:

We will be provided with textbooks that have a 2002 copyright. A new edition of this book will be available next year. Using the State of Texas' process for adopting books does not allow for the most current and up-to-date textbooks.

Recommended Supplementary Materials:

Prentice Hall has promised 1 set of transparencies /building with a minimum purchase of 25 student editions. Each school that teaches the course should have a set of transparencies.
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Office of Curriculum and School Improvement
TO:

Dr. Darlene Westbrook
FROM:
Jeffrey del Castillo, 
Chair

Alicia Ruch-Flynn,
Member

John Ellis, 

Member



Melvin Wallace, 
Member
Thomas Matocha,
Member


Textbook Advisory Committee for Physics In Context also known as Principles 

of Technology
DATE:
February 05, 2004

SUBJECT:
Recommendations for High School Physics In Context Textbook Adoption

The Advisory Committee wishes to recommend the adoption of the 


“Physics in Context” and all associated materials


By CORD (Center for Occupation Research and Development)


P.O. Box 21689, 

Waco, TX 76702-1689
254.772.8756 (voice) 254.772.8972 (fax)

Rationale for choice:

· Meets physics concepts required by many states.  

· Meets or exceeds the 40% lab requirement as required by State of Texas   

· Contains a computerized lab assessment component.     

· Integrates physics with technology, including computer  interfacing and electronic data-collection tools.     

· Marries physics concepts with contextual teaching. 
has over 50 enhanced, hands-on labs.  

Standards-Based:
This program will:

· Meet all National Science Standards

· Support and facilitate the implementation of the Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS) and the Austin ISD Science Curriculum Matrix and Instructional Planning Guides
· Offer effective support for Texas Assessment of Knowledge and Skills (TAKS)
Strengths:

1. Readability:  

2. Organization:  

3. Integration of other subjects:  The book has numerous correlations with Reading, Language Arts, Mathematics, and Social Studies TEKS.  These are all centrally documented in the Teacher’s Edition.

4. Graphics and Illustrations:  

5. Content Depth:  

6. Instructional Support for the Teacher:

7. Student Support Materials:

8. Support Materials for Spanish Speaking Students:

9. Interdisciplinary Support:

10. Sheltered English Support:

Concerns of the Program:
None

Recommended Supplementary Materials:

None
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Office of Curriculum and School Improvement
TO:

Dr. Darlene Westbrook

FROM:
David Journeay, Chair




Textbook Advisory Committee for Anatomy and Physiology

DATE:
February 9, 2004

SUBJECT:
Recommendations for High School Anatomy and Physiology Textbook Adoption

The Advisory Committee wishes to recommend the adoption of two books.  The Pearson/ Prentice Hall Anatomy and Physiology book, Essentials of Human Anatomy and Physiology, 7th Ed." by Elaine N. Marieb is on the state’s conforming list and will serve the needs of many of our students.  Higher-level students, particularly those in the Liberal Arts and Science Academy and those in the International Baccalaureate program, would be better served with the Pearson/Prentice Hall book, Human Anatomy and Physiology, 6th Ed. by Elaine N. Marieb.

Rationale for choice:

Standards-Based:
This programs will:

Meet all National Science Standards

Support and facilitate the implementation of the Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS) and the Austin ISD Science Curriculum Matrix and Instructional Planning Guides

Offer effective support for Texas Assessment of Knowledge and Skills (TAKS)

Strengths:

1. Excellent instructional support for the teacher including:


Lab manual with color histology atlas


Instructor's guide /Test bank


Computer Test bank


Instructor's Art and Presentation CD


Color transparencies


Coloring book 


Instructor's guide to labs


Lab manual

2. Student support materials including:


Student CD


Web site including questions, histology atlas, flashcards, glossary, and ask an expert

3. 2003 copyright

Concerns of the Program:

The Essentials book is weak in areas and will require support for higher-level students.  This is the rationale for recommending adoption of Human Anatomy & Physiology.

Recommended Supplementary Materials:

A copy of the CD PhysioEX 4.0, a collection of lab simulations. should be provided to each school teaching the course.
Austin Independent School District


Office of Curriculum and School Improvement
TO:

Dr. Darlene Westbrook

FROM:
David Journeay, Chair




Textbook Advisory Committee for Medical Microbiology

DATE:
February 9, 2004

SUBJECT:
Recommendations for High School Medical Microbiology Textbook Adoption

The Advisory Committee wishes to recommend the adoption of the Jones and Bartlett Publishers Medical Microbiology book - "Fundamentals of Microbiology, 6th Ed." by I. Edward Alcamo

Rationale for choice:
Standards-Based:
This program will:

Meet all National Science Standards

Support and facilitate the implementation of the Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS) 

Offer effective support for Texas Assessment of Knowledge and Skills (TAKS)

Strengths:

1. Excellent instructional support for the teacher including:


Instructor's Toolkit CD


Instructor's Manual and test bank


Transparencies


Lab manual


Encounters in Microbiology - Readings from "Discover" magazine

 2. Student resources including:


Student study guide


E-learning web site

Concerns of the Program:

This textbook was not on the state approved list(nor was any other textbook for this course).

Recommended Supplementary Materials:

All teacher ancillaries that are available should be provided with the textbook for each school that teaches the course.
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Office of Curriculum and School Improvement
TO:

Dr. Darlene Westbrook

FROM:
David Journeay, Chair




Textbook Advisory Committee for Pathophysiology

DATE:
February 9, 2004

SUBJECT:
Recommendations for High School Pathophysiology Textbook Adoption

The Advisory Committee wishes to recommend the adoption of the WCB McGraw-Hill Pathophysiology book - "Pathophysiology-Concepts and Applications for Health Care Professionals" by Thomas J. Nowak and A. Gordon Handford

Rationale for choice:

Standards-Based:
This program will:

Meet all National Science Standards

Support and facilitate the implementation of the Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS) 

Offer effective support for Texas Assessment of Knowledge and Skills (TAKS)

Strengths:

1. Systemic approach to pathophysiology.

2. Focuses on the patterns of disease rather than specific diseases.

3. Uses a conceptual approach suited for allied health students.

4. Image bank CD

Concerns of the Program:

This textbook was not on the state approved list (nor was any other textbook for this course).

Recommended Supplementary Materials:

All teacher ancillaries that are available should be provided with the textbook for each school that teaches the course.
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