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RECOMMENDATION

That the Board of Trustees consider the Kealing Sixth Grade Task Force Recommendations for the addition of 6th grade at Kealing Junior High School for the 2004-2005 school year. Other Recommendations are as follows:

· Parents are to be given the option to have their children remain at the Elementary campus for the 6th grade or move to Kealing (The sixth grade will be allowed to remain as long as the pupil teacher ratio on the campus is 22:1). 

· Blackshear, Campbell, and Oak Springs have opted to have students on their campuses attend 6th grade at Kealing.  Lee and Maplewood have opted to have students on their campuses continue sixth grade.

· Immediate outreach and academic enrichment support be in place to meet the goal of increasing diversity in the magnet/honors program.  Room is to be provided for feeder elementary students who qualify for the magnet at any level. 

· Sixth grade “recent“ immigrants who need intensive Language support services continue to be served at Blackshear. 

· The magnet staff communicate regularly with the feeder elementary schools regarding curriculum qualifications and prerequisites for entrance into the program. 

· A Task Force be created to identify effective forms of academic enrichment to increase access to advanced academic programs.




BACKGROUND INFORMATION


The Academic Magnets and Neighborhood Schools Community Working Group briefly addressed the issue of the Kealing Magnet program in its Final Report presented to the Board of Trustees on September 24, 2001.  The group’s primary recommendation was to add a 6th grade to the current Kealing Magnet Program.  The Superintendent charged the Task Force to:  1.) Study the needs

and rationale for expanding the sixth grade offerings in the Kealing Junior High Feeder Network. 2.) Investigate the feasibility of adding a sixth grade to both the Kealing Junior High School comprehensive program and magnet program. 3.)Develop an instructional plan to meet the educational needs of AISD students 

who are transitioning from elementary school to middle/junior high school.  The Neighborhood feeder schools include:  Blackshear, Campbell, Lee, Maplewood, and Oak Springs. The primary decision to be made was to move Kealing from the Junior High  (7/8 grades) to the Middle School (6/7/8 grades) concept. 


ADMINISTRATIVE CONSIDERATIONS


The Kealing Middle School will house the 6th, 7th, and 8th grade students at its current site.  The Board is also being asked to consider the inclusion of a recommendation for the construction of a sixth grade wing at Kealing (attached is a letter from Curt Shaw with estimates for the cost of the wing).  The transportation for the Campbell, Oak Springs and Blackshear students is minimal.  Blackshear, Oak Springs, and Campbell approved the Task Force Recommendations for the middle school concept.  Lee and Maplewood want to retain the 6th grade students on the elementary campus (see attached CAC documentation) also attached is a report that reflects the committee process and recommendations of the Kealing Sixth Grade Task Force. Cost considerations for the fall 2004-2005 move to Kealing for Blackshear, Campbell, and Oak Springs are included in this report.


ACTION REQUIRED
· None

· Information Only 
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