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SUBJECT:
Waiver of 22:1 for Spring 2003 (EL-12)

PRESENTER:
Edward J. Fuentes, Ph.D., Deputy Superintendent,


     Bilingual Education and Human Resources Development


Michael Houser, Executive Director of Human Resources


RECOMMENDATION


That the Board approve the spring waiver request for twenty-one classes in nineteen schools to be submitted to the Texas Education Agency.


BACKGROUND INFORMATION


Each school district in Texas is required to conduct a class size enrollment survey for kindergarten through grade four no later than January 22, 2003.  If the survey indicates that any class of kindergarten through grade four exceeds the allowable class size limit of 22:1, the district must submit a class size waiver request and a current approved compliance plan to the Department of the Education of Special Populations by February 21, 2003.

Austin ISD has budgeted for a class size ratio of 22:1 in grades kindergarten through four, but has campuses with enrollment increases or shifts that result in one or more sections per grade level increasing to a maximum of 24:1.  Therefore, it is necessary to submit a waiver request to the Texas Education Agency.  

It has been our practice to hire additional teachers when needed and limit the number of waiver requests.  In an effort to consider the current financial situation in the Austin ISD and to avoid disrupting the learning environment students have become comfortable in during the fall semester, we are requesting twenty-one waivers for the spring semester.


ADMINISTRATIVE CONSIDERATIONS


In accordance with TEA guidelines, the Austin ISD conducted a class size enrollment survey on January 16, 2003.  The district has twenty-one classes with greater than twenty-two students in nineteen of the seventy-four elementary schools. 

There are basically two types of situations that require waivers:

1. Schools are allowed to waive one class per grade in grades K through 4 up to a maximum of 24 students if a school has unanticipated enrollment growth.

2. If two or more sections at a grade level at a campus have 23 or 24 students, then the reason for the waiver request must be shortage of teachers, shortage of facilities, or shortages of both teachers and facilities.  

The charts below represent waivers requested for the campuses with enrollment increases or shifts that result in no more than one section per grade level increasing to a maximum of 24.

SCHOOL WITH ONE CLASS OF 23

AT A GRADE LEVEL

AS OF THE SPRING SURVEY 1/16/03

	School
	Area
	K
	1st
	2nd
	3rd
	4th

	Allison
	2
	Regular
	
	
	
	

	Davis
	5
	
	
	Regular
	
	

	Govalle
	2
	
	
	
	Bilingual
	

	Graham
	5
	
	
	
	Bilingual
	

	Hart
	5
	
	
	
	
	Bilingual

	Hill
	5
	
	
	
	Regular
	

	Jordan
	5
	Bilingual
	
	
	
	

	Langford
	2
	
	Regular
	
	
	

	Norman
	5
	
	Regular
	
	
	

	Pecan Springs
	4
	
	Bilingual
	Bilingual
	
	

	Rodriguez
	3
	
	
	
	
	Regular

	Sanchez
	2
	Bilingual
	
	
	
	

	Wooten
	1
	
	
	
	
	Bilingual


SCHOOLS WITH ONE CLASS OF 24

    AT A GRADE LEVEL

 AS OF THE SPRING SURVEY 1/16/03

	School
	Area
	K
	1st
	2nd
	3rd
	4th

	Barrington
	5
	
	
	
	Regular
	Regular

	Cowan
	4
	
	
	
	
	Regular

	Harris
	4
	Bilingual
	
	
	
	

	Mills
	3
	
	
	
	
	Regular

	Oak Hill
	3
	Bilingual
	
	
	
	

	Widen
	3
	
	Bilingual
	
	
	


NUMBER AND SIZE OF CLASSES OVER 22

	Classes
	Enrollment

	14
	23

	7
	24



ACTION REQUIRED


Board approval.


CONTACT PERSON


Edward J. Fuentes, Ph.D.


Michael Houser

