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SUBJECT:
Board development on preparing AISD Athletes and Artists for College (R3.2 and 3.3)
PRESENTERS:
Joy McLarty, Ph.D.

Darlene Westbrook, Ed.D.




RECOMMENDATION

That the Board of Trustees consider current efforts and issues with assisting students who excel in the athletics and the arts.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION

Supporting students who excel in athletics or the arts requires close cooperation between their parents, teachers and coaches, campus administrators, and the counseling staff.

The goal is to ensure that students have many options when they graduate from high school.  To meet this goal, staff begins working closely with freshmen and their parents to develop a plan for the student.  Students are encouraged to set their goals high so that they will go as far as their talents can take them.

· Students and their parents are provided with information (e.g., NCAA Clearinghouse). 

· Their academic progress is monitored closely to ensure that they will be highly competitive for college entrance for both their talents and their academic qualifications.  Students are provided with academic support where needed.

· Students are offered assistance in preparing a portfolio to document their achievements. They are informed about opportunities to participate in specialized camps and audition opportunities that can help them develop and showcase their abilities.

· Students and their parents are provided with assistance throughout the college admissions process.  

· Students are offered an explanation of the recruiting process and are prepared for recruitment period.

· Students are encouraged to consider a wide range of alternatives, and to judge which opportunities best support their longer range plans and goals.

Key challenges are to ensure strong communication and collaboration between students, parents, teachers and coaches, counselors and our administrative staff.  Best practices require that we work together to develop a strong plan for each student and that we monitor and support the student to meet and exceed the goals of that plan.

To accomplish this, we must provide those who work with these students accurate and timely information about college, clearinghouse, and other related requirements so that students can be guided and supported to reach the highest goals their talents can attain.  It is also critical that we maintain the credibility of AISD athletic and arts programs and staff with recruiters so that they will continue to work with us to identify excellent opportunities for our students.

ADMINISTRATIVE CONSIDERATIONS

With the budget challenges facing us, identifying and supporting students who excel in athletics and the arts will require the coordinated efforts of teachers, coaches, and counselors, as well as flexibility on the part of campus administration to meet their special needs.  

ACTION REQUIRED
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