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Bid B03-044 on Science Materials, Supplies and Equipment - aPRIVATE 

RECOMMENDATION
That awards for science materials, supplies and equipment be made to the following vendors for an estimated annual aggregate total of $130,000.00, with the option to extend one (1) additional year:


Fisher Science Education Co.

Primary Vendor  


Sargent-Welch Scientific Co

Secondary Vendor    

BACKGROUND INFORMATION
This is a routine item. Sealed bids were solicited for various science products such as chemicals, cultures and specimens, supplies and equipment that can be ordered as needed and used in science curriculum throughout the District.  The bid specifications required that items be bid based upon a fixed percentage discount from catalog pricing.  Items are purchased from the primary vendor unless a product(s) is not available or is not available in a timely fashion.  The secondary vendor would then be used.  This method satisfies competitive bidding requirements on thousands of items, which cannot otherwise be forecast as to the specific types of items and amounts needed for the entire year.

ADMINISTRATIVE CONSIDERATION

Sharon McIlroy, Administrative Supervisor for Science and Health Education, has assisted in the evaluation of the bids submitted.  Net prices (obtained after the percentage discount was applied to the catalog prices furnished by the vendors) of the most frequently purchased items in each category and comprehensiveness of catalog were compared.  The primary vendor, Fisher Science Education Co., was recommended based on the lowest overall total of net prices for all items. Sargent-Welch Scientific Co offered the second lowest net prices for all items and is recommended as the secondary vendor. Fisher Science Education Co. and Sargent-Welch Scientific Co have satisfactorily supplied these materials to AISD in the past.  The 27% discount offered by Fisher Science Education is 6% more favorable than the 21% discount offered the previous two years. 

CONTACT PERSONS
Mark J. Rogers

Sharon McIlroy

Larry Throm 

