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SUBJECT:
Selection of Architect/Engineer for Improvements at Zavala Elementary School Resulting from the Settlement of the DPIC Claim (EL-9)

PRESENTER:

Edward J. Fuentes, Chief Operations Officer



Department of Management

Curt Shaw, Director



Construction Management Department

RECOMMENDATION

That the Board of Trustees selects an architectural firm from the “Short List” of recommended firms to provide the necessary professional services for the Zavala Elementary School improvements.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION

As part of the settlement with DPIC (Design Professionals Insurance Company) associated with Errors and Omissions (E&O) claims filed by the District to address various design deficiencies that occurred during the 1996 Bond Program, the District has received a $450,000 cash payment.  With a large portion of the claims being design deficiencies associated with the additions and renovations at Zavala Elementary School, it is proposed that $225,000, or half of these funds, be used to design and construct additional improvements needed at that school, including an expansion of the library.

To facilitate these improvements, it is proposed that architectural firms that responded to the District’s most recent Request for Qualifications (RFQ), issued on August 22, 2003, be considered for selection.  The RFQ was developed primarily for the purpose of selecting architectural and engineering consultants for the “Third Year” projects of the 2002 Health & Safety Bond Program.  A total of forty-six (46) firms submitted responses to the RFQ.
ADMINISTRATIVE CONSIDERATION

From the list of forty-six (46) firms, the Construction Management Department staff has reviewed the highest ranked firms who are appropriately qualified to perform the needed services and who were not selected to provide services on “Third Year” projects included in the 2002 Health & Safety Bond Program.  The Construction Management Department staff has subsequently developed a “Short List” of recommended firms, listed in order of preference, for the Board’s consideration and selection.  The list of firms is as follows:


1.
NEGRETE & KOLAR ARCHITECTS *


2.
AGUIRRE *


3.
OPUS 3 ARCHITECTS & PLANNERS


A synopsis of each of the firms recommended on the “Short List” is provided in Exhibit “A”.




*  Denotes Historically Underutilized Business (HUB) firm.
ACTION REQUIRED

Board approval.

CONTACT PERSONS

Edward J. Fuentes

Curt Shaw

EXHIBIT A:

Synopsis of Recommended Architectural Firms

(In alphabetical order)

AGUIRRE *

Firm was established in 1960 and currently maintains a local staff of seven (7), including two (2) registered architects, two (2) intern architects/designers, one (1) interior designer, one (1) draftsmen/cadd operator, and one (1) clerical employee.  Aguirre staff was a local participant in the management of the 1996 Bond Program, and has also provided architectural services on various AISD projects including the new Americo Paredes Middle School (joint venture with Fromberg Associates), and mold remediation and renovations at Hill and Widen Elementary Schools (Delgado Design Group).  The firm has provided services on various projects for the City of Austin, Travis County, The University of Texas, and the State of Texas.
NEGRETE & KOLAR ARCHITECTS *

The original firm of Cotera, Kolar, Negrete & Reed, established in 1975, was reorganized in January of 2003 under the names of the remaining principals, Negrete & Kolar Architects.  The firm currently maintains a staff of ten (10), including three (3) registered architects, three (3) draftsmen/cadd operators, three (3) architectural interns, and one (1) clerical employee.  AISD projects for which the firm has provided architectural services include renovations to Summitt Elementary School, and additions and renovations to Houston Elementary School, Pearce and Lamar Middle Schools, and McCallum High School.  The firm has also provided services on various projects for the City of Austin, Travis County, and the University of Texas.

OPUS 3 ARCHITECTS & PLANNERS

Firm was established in 1984 and currently maintains a staff of seven (7), including one (1) registered architect, four (4) draftsmen/cadd operators, and two (2) clerical employees.  Recent AISD projects include additions and renovations to Blackshear and Walnut Creek Elementary Schools.  The firm has also provided architectural services on various school projects for Round Rock ISD.  Other projects include the Williamson County Juvenile Detention Facility, Bluebonnet Trails Mental Health and Mental Retardation Center and an eye center for Eye Associates of Central Texas.
