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SUBJECT:
National African American Parent Involvement Day Resolution

PRESENTER:
Dr. Darlene Westbrook

                                Chief Academic Officer




RECOMMENDATION

That the Board of Trustees of the Austin Independent School District acknowledges the observance and participation of National African American Parent Involvement Day in the Austin Independent School District.




BACKGROUND INFORMATION

The Austin Area Alliance of Black School Educators has joined other groups and districts across the nation to participate on Monday, February 9, 2004 in the National African American Parent Involvement Day.  NAAPID is a national call to action to get African American parents more involved in their children’s education.  It is expected that this national observation will open up dialogue among teachers, parents, and students, which will lead to a more conducive learning environment for African-American students from pre-kindergarten through college.

This call to action is designed to address the serious achievement gap facing African American students and to mobilize parents to help eliminate this gap.  African American students continue to lag behind other ethnic and minority groups in several academic areas.  This pattern is said to begin as early as fourth grade.  African-American students face great challenges in overcoming this educational deficit.

Parents have a profound influence on their children’s success in school.  Parents are their child’s first teachers.  Their attitudes and values are important in shaping not only their relationship with their children, but their children’s relationship with the school.  When parents are involved with their children and involved with the school, their children experience greater academic success. NAAPID will help move parents and children toward this goal.
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Board approval

CONTACT PERSON

Dr. Mary L. Thomas

