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SUBJECT:

Kealing Middle School Wins First in State at 41st Knowledge Master 

Open



PRESENTER:
Dr. Darlene Westbrook, Chief Academic Officer, Division of Education


Dr. Peggy Gordon, Associate Superintendent for Middle Schools
RECOMMENDATION

That the Board of Trustees recognize and congratulate the members of the Kealing Middle School Knowledge Master Team and their sponsors, Katherine Brien and Ruben Valdez, Jr., for placing 1st in the State of Texas and 11th nationally at the 41st Knowledge Master Open.




BACKGROUND INFORMATION


The Knowledge Master Open is coordinated by Academic Hallmarks, a Colorado publishing firm.  It is designed to stimulate enthusiasm for learning and recognition of academic accomplishment.  Students are challenged to answer questions from every imaginable subject area.  Each participating school receives a contest disk.  Students participate in the contest at their own schools at various times.  Sponsors are assigned codes by which they report their team scores.

Scores are based on how quickly students are able to correctly respond within a 60 second time frame for each question.  Each question is worth 5 points with the possibility of up to 5 bonus points per question.  The longer it takes to respond, the fewer points are earned.  No bonus points are available after 30 seconds.  There are two opportunities to answer each question, but the second response is only valued at 2 points. 

On December 3, 2003, the Kealing Middle School team earned 1,587 points out of a possible 2,000 placing them 1st in the State of Texas and 11th nationally.

Team members are:

Joseph Barron

Alex Chau

Wesley Chen

Kelsey Coto


Claire Dempster
Tal Einav

Sabina Hinz-Foley

Victor Huang

Derek McCracken

Andrew Pegues

Chloe Tuck

Hannah Thompson

Prashant Raghavendra
Mitchel Wilkinson


Katherine Brien, Sponsor
Ruben Valdez, Jr., Sponsor


ACTION REQUIRED
Board
Approval

CONTACT PERSON(S)

Katherine Brien, Kealing Teacher

Ruben Valdez, Jr., Kealing Teacher

Leroy Davis, Kealing Princpal

BOARD RECOGNITION STATEMENT

Kealing Middle School 1st in State at 41st Knowledge Master Open

It gives me great pleasure to recognize the Kealing Middle School Knowledge Master Team for placing first in the State of Texas and 11th nationally in the 41st Knowledge Master Open.  The Knowledge Master Open is designed to stimulate enthusiasm for learning and recognition of academic accomplishment.  Students from participating schools respond to questions from every imaginable subject area using a contest disk at their own schools.  Points are awarded based on how quickly correct responses are recorded within a 60 second per question time allotment.  Bonus points are possible only if a correct response is received within 30 seconds.  Second chances are available at a reduced value.  This outstanding group of students, led by sponsors Katherine Brien and Ruben Valdez, earned 1,587 points out of a possible 2,000.  It is with great pride that the Board of Trustees of the Austin Independent School District commends and congratulates these excellent students and their sponsors on this outstanding achievement.

