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SUBJECT:
Innovative Course Applications for 2004 – 2005

PRESENTER:
Dr. Darlene Westbrook, Chief Academic Officer, Division of 

Education

Dr. Denise Collier, Executive Director of Curriculum




RECOMMENDATION
That the Board of Trustees approve AISD Innovative Course Applications for submission to the Texas Education Agency for the 2004-2005 school year.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION

Based on the State Board of Education rules concerning graduation requirements and due to the implementation of the Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS), experimental courses went through a sunset review during the 1997-98 school year, and innovative course approvals replaced experimental courses.  All experimental courses expired on August 31, 1998.  However, school districts are given the opportunity annually to apply for “Innovative Course” approval and to evaluate and renew innovative courses that expire this school year.

The Austin Independent School District is submitting applications for approval to teach the following innovative courses.  These courses include:

Basic Computer Technology - ½-1 credit

Network Administration I – 1 credit

Network Administration II – 1 credit

Fundamentals of the Internet (I-NET+) – ½-1 credit

Networking Essentials - ½-1 credit

Pet and Companion Animal Management - ½ credit

Canine Science – ½-1 credit

Multimedia Information Engineering – 1 credit

In addition, The Austin Independent School District is submitting application for approval to create new innovative courses. Course descriptions have been reviewed and approved by the respective content areas.  These courses include:


Electronic Radio Communications – ½ credit


Music Technology- 1 credit

In addition, Lydon Baines Johnson (LBJ), is requesting approval to have the below listed courses become magnet designated courses.  Currently AISD is teaching these courses under Special Topics in Social Studies for regular and honors credit.  These courses include:


Contemporary Social Issues – ½ credit


Constitutional Law – ½ credit 

Music and Revolution – ½ credit 

Facing History and Ourselves – ½ credit 

Each course description is attached.  All courses will receive state elective credit. 

ADMINISTRATIVE CONSIDERATIONS
According to the Texas Administrative Code, §74.27, a school district may develop innovative or other locally designed courses to enable students to master knowledge, skills, and competencies, which are not included in the TEKS curriculum.   Districts are encouraged to review the TEKS before deciding if an innovative course needs to be submitted for approval.

These courses complement the AISD Curriculum and are supported by the Curriculum department.  Most importantly these courses offer AISD students expanded curriculum options, which are currently not available through the state curriculum.

Board approval is required to submit these courses to TEA.  TEA deadline is February 17, 2004. 

ACTION REQUIRED

Approval
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