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III. ADULT BASIC EDUCATION

The Austin City Council approved $50,000 from the Neighborhood Housing and Community Development Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) and $50,000 from the City General Fund for this program. The English As A Second Language program will be administered by Austin/Travis County Health and Human Services Department (ATCHHSD) and Austin Independent School District’s Department of Community Education.

III. PURPOSE

The purpose of this Adult Basic Education (ABE) program is to provide English as a Second Language (ESL) services and Basic Education classes, which lead to achieving a GED.  These skills include learning how to better participate in both school and community decision-making.  City funds are interlocked with funds from Travis County, AISD, and ACC to support a total of thirteen sites, which provide a comprehensive program of ESL classes and ABE classes to Austin citizens.

III. PROGRAM DESCRIPTION
CDBG funding, through the City of Austin, specifically enables this program to serve 950 students, of whom at least 485 (51%) will be CDBG eligible at AISD sites such as Allison, Becker, Brown, Pecan Springs, Ridgetop, Sunset Valley, and Walnut Creek schools.  City of Austin general funding will enable the program to serve an additional 250 students at the same sites.  Overall, this program will serve approximately 1200 students. 

The ESL classes are conducted twice a week for two hours a class.  The classes are taught during the fall and spring semesters for an average of 54 hours of class time per semester.

The ABE Program’s instructional philosophy emphasizes active student participation with teachers in the roles of learning facilitators.  Classes take a unique approach in that, in addition to increasing student proficiency in English, students are further encouraged to develop citizenship skills.  This is done by student participation in both program and community decision-making.  Teachers are recruited and selected based on their knowledge, skills, and commitment to student-centered instructional strategies. A steering committee made up of service recipients, community stakeholders, school principals and program staff oversees and guides the program.

