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SUBJECT:

Parent Involvement (GP-1, EL-3)

PRESENTERS:
Darlene Westbrook, Ed.D.




Gloria L. Williams, Ed.D.




RECOMMENDATION

That the Board of Trustees dialogue with panel members regarding the presentation on parent involvement.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION

During the past forty years, researchers have been studying the concept of parent involvement and its impact on school success.  Today, experts have confirmed for us the belief that parent involvement is crucial to children’s success in school.  We have learned that:

· Children can be effectively encouraged in their academic pursuits by their parents’ or guardians’ support and interest;

· Children can be helped by their parents to do their homework well;

· Children can be provided with guidance from their parents in determining how to best use their free time productively;

· Children benefit from seeing a consistency among the values, lessons, and experiences learned at school and those at home.

However, given that, parents have such a central role in influencing their children’s school.  Research also reveals that schools, in turn, have an equally important part to play in determining the range of parent involvement levels.  Experts note that in order for parent involvement to flourish, educators must move away from the traditional methods of involving parents, i.e., move beyond just holding yearly parent-teacher conferences and simply inviting parents to participate in school fund-raising events or annual programs.

According to Joyce Epstein, Director of the National Network of Partnership Schools, John Hopkins University, there are six types of programs schools can use to build strong parent involvement.  These include: 1) Schools assisting families with parenting and child rearing skills; 2) Schools communicating with families about school programs and student progress and needs; 3) Schools working to improve recruitment, training and schedules to involve families as volunteers in school activities; 4) Schools encouraging 

and training families to be involved in learning activities at home; 5) Schools including parents as participating partners in important school decisions; and 6) Schools coordinating with businesses and other agencies/organizations to provide resources and services for families, students and the community.

ADMINISTRATIVE CONSIDERATIONS

Even today, with the vast bodies of research and the increasing recognition of parent involvement’s importance, we as educators, policymakers and citizens must recognize that the value of working in partnership with parents /families to overcome the many challenges that our school community faces.

Tonight, the Parent Involvement Council will share their insights within the context of the following four key questions:

1) What does the research confirm as the best parent involvement    practices?

2) What is the status of parent involvement in AISD?  What do our survey findings reveal?

3) What are the parent involvements challenges facing AISD?

4) Where do we go from here?

ACTION REQUIRED

None

CONTACT PERSON(S)

Dr. Gloria L. Williams
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