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RECOMMENDATION
That the Board of Trustees consider the Martin Sixth Grade Task Force recommendation for the addition of 6th Grade at Martin Middle school for Allan, Govalle, and Metz Elementary Schools beginning the 2003-2004 school year.  All of these schools will continue to offer students diversity choice.  Another recommendation made by the task force in regards to diversity choice includes the following:

· The administration will study trends in diversity choice by February 3, 2003.  

· Area 2 Superintendent, Dr. Rosalinda Hernandez and Principal, Raffy Vizcaino, and others work with Student Services to revise the diversity choice letter.

· A packet in English and Spanish be prepared that fully explains diversity choice. The newly created diversity choice letter, and inclusion of a map that illustrates where schools are located in Austin Independent School District as well as a flow chart to be given to all parents before they make a decision of which middle school they want their child to attend. The form should be a two-part form, so that one part is returned to school and a deadline/timeline be enforced for diversity choice. 

· There must be consistency in all information and communication to parents and students from all middle schools recruiting students to O.Henry, Murchison, Porter, Lamar, and Martin.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION

On July 25, 2001, the Johnston Vertical Team principals and Dr. Hernandez, Area 2 Superintendent analyzed and studied the vertical five-year TAAS comparison results. TAAS results indicated a decline over five years for all students in the area of writing.  There were also specific objectives in mathematics and reading that needed to be addressed.  The team discussed reasons for student success and nonsuccess as students progressed from the vertical elementary schools to Martin Junior High and to Johnston High School.  The vertical team also had five elementary schools that had achieved recognized ratings. It was determined that Martin Junior High needed to offer a complete and coherent program that would provide a framework of academic challenge for incoming students.  

Based on this data and information, the team determined the K-12 educational focus for 2001-2002.  Annual plans were developed to address K-12 priority needs in student achievement. Decisions about changes to Martin Junior High were not accomplished in a vacuum.  Secondary principals and teachers attended training in Middle Years Programme (MYP) to determine if this was a viable direction to explore.  A meeting was held with Campus Advisory Council (CAC) chairs and co chairs from the entire vertical schools in the initial stage in early fall to share the vision for the Vertical Schools about the introduction of Primary Years Programme (PYP), MYP, and IB.  However, to successfully implement MYP at Martin Junior High, the school needed sixth grade students assigned to Martin.  Brooke, Sanchez, and Ortega sixth graders were the first to be considered to attend a middle school setting.  Students entering Martin Junior High from these three elementary schools in the 2002-2003 school year were prepared to engage in a more rigorous curriculum.  

The principals in each of the schools met with the CAC members and secured the signature of the membership in support of the middle school concept.  In addition to CAC meetings, campus meetings were held to inform parents about the proposed change.  The principals garnered parent support for the middle school concept and the parents were very excited about the students participating in the MYP at Martin Junior High School.  

The strategy to add sixth grade to Martin Junior High was also an action plan contained within the Johnston Comprehensive Academic Plan presented to the Board of Trustees on January 17, 2002, at a Board Work Session and approved on February 23, 2002.  This action was necessary to successfully build a K-12 International Baccalaureate Programme to support the Johnston Comprehensive School Plan.  The Board also directed the staff to study and make recommendations for the remaining schools during the 2002-2003 school year.

ADMINISTRATIVE CONSIDERATIONS

Attached is a report that reflects the study, findings and recommendations of the Martin Sixth Grade Task Force.

ACTION REQUIRED
Board consideration for action at future meeting
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