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SUBJECT:

RESULTS Policy 2.1.2 Writing (R-2.1.2)

PRESENTER:
Dr. Darlene Westbrook, Deputy Superintendent for Curriculum and Instruction




RECOMMENDATION

None as this is a Board information and discussion item during the first year of building toward full RESULTS policy monitoring.




BACKGROUND INFORMATION

The centerpiece of the Board’s adoption of the “policy governance” model is our RESULTS policies.  These policies are the shared vision of what the Austin community believes our students need to know and be able to do. The monitoring of RESULTS policies is a complex endeavor that is built over time.  During the first year of implementation and transition to policy governance, the administration needs to identify what metrics exist and what metrics need to be developed to benchmark and measure reasonable growth over time of the RESULTS policies.

Although not as significant as the improvements in Mathematics and Reading, the district has had improvements and/or sustained achievement levels in Writing over the past several years.  See attachment #1: TAAS Writing Achievement Over Time.  Even where achievement has improved, however, there still exist significant performance gaps between and among student groups.  With the advent of the new accountability test, TAKS, writing proficiency will be measured using more rigorous standards and using a significantly different testing format for both the composition and multiple choice grammar/editing portions of the test.   The State Board of Education met on November 14-15 to determine passing standards for the TAKS test.  See attachment #2: TAKS Passing Standards. (Passing standards adopted by the State Board of Education for writing and all other subjects may be found at http://www.tea.state.tx.us/student.assessment/taks/standards/attachment7.pdf ).  As this is the initial year of testing, no previous TAKS scores are available for comparison purposes to determine growth. Consequently, this year is the benchmark year for determining student proficiency in TAKS writing, and achievement growth will be measured using the Spring 2003 scores as initial benchmark data.

During the next several months, the administration will be working

with the Board of Trustees to set the longer-term framework for a full-scale monitoring of the RESULTS.  At this meeting the Writing RESULTS Policy will be reviewed and discussed.

ADMINISTRATIVE CONSIDERATIONS

Given the changes to the state accountability test, the AISD Department of Curriculum and Instruction has revised the core Language Arts curriculum and implemented a benchmark assessment system to be inclusive of the content and rigor of the TEKS-based TAKS assessment.  The TAKS Writing Test will be administered in grades 4, 7, 10, and 11 beginning in the spring of 2003.  However, to ensure continuity in the curriculum across the grade levels, the AISD benchmark assessment contains a writing portion in grades 2-10 with plans to expand to 11th grade in 2003-2004.  

Writing 2.1.2

To measure writing progress of students toward mastery of the core curriculum, the following performance indicators and targets are suggested.

Proposed Writing Performance Indicators and Targets

	Performance Indicators
	Performance Targets
	Monitoring Frequency

	TAKS Performance

Writing

(grades 4, 7, 10, and 11)
	All students meet or exceed TAKS passing standards as determined by the SBOE in November 2002 (% of items correct required for mastery varies from grade to grade—see attachment 2).  
	Annually

	TAKS Performance

Writing

(grades 4, 7, 10, and 11)
	No significant achievement gaps between and among student groups (targets to be set after 1st TAKS administration).
	Annually

	Academic Proficiency in Writing

(grades 4, 7, 10, and 11)
	Increasing percent of students achieving TAKS proficiency (commended status or % mastery to be established after 1st TAKS administration).
	Annually

	Academic Proficiency in Writing

(grades 11-12)
	Increasing percent of students participating in AP/IB English and passing the AP/IB exam (See attachment 3. AP/IB Participation Rates).
	Annually


ACTION REQUIRED

None at this time.
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