Disadvantages for 6th Grade at Middle School


	Students have time to adjust 

	before the onset of puberty, not

	in midst of it-still need nurturing.

	

	Too old/mature for elementary, 

and too young/immature

for junior high.

Support groups physical/

	emotional - peer mentoring if

	available.

	

	Have to adjust to a number of 

	teachers instead of one main teacher

	in elementary school.



	Environment at Middle school 

is too chaotic.

Exposed to inappropriate behavior 

peer pressure, bulling, and gang

	members, as well as gossiping, and other mental abuse.

	

	Parents afraid to send kids to older school

	want older siblings to take care of

	younger sibling.

	

	Become followers and not the 

	leaders.



	May not be emotionally ready.

	Exposed to 8th grade “maturity”.

	

	Three different grades in middle

	school are too developmentally

	diverse.

	

	No structure in place to help the

	transition other than shadow day.

	

	

	No marketing or promotion for 

	school with other campuses.

5th graders might emulate older students negatively if they were at a middle school.

3 different grades in middle school are too developmentally diverse.

Age, social, class, gender discrimination all begin to manifest in Middle School.

Middle schools are much larger than elementary schools, therefore class sizes are much larger.

Exposed to external influences by older students - dating, fighting, etc.

Less nurturing environment.

More junk food, bad food choices.



	No acceptance orientation for 

	7th & 8th grade students with 

	respect to treatment of 6th 
	

	graders.


	
	

	Why not 6th & 7th or 5th & 6th

	together instead of 6th, 7th, &

	8th.
Self esteem issues.

Farther away from home 

Transportation issues

-walking to or from school, or city bus.

May not be ready for

added responsibility.

Backpacks too heavy--

too much homework.

	
	
	

	Less stress for students 

	familiarity with family is lost.

	Immature and unorganized 
	
	

	students are lost in the shuffle.
	
	

	

	

	
	
	

	Elementary has many programs
	
	

	to assist in many areas. 
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