Advantages of 6th Grade at Middle School


Students can take ownership of their learning.

Three year cycle to adjust to new scheduling format.

More controlled freedom to grow socially and mature.

They no longer pose a potential threat to younger students through their more “mature” actions, words, and choices.

Role models/peer pressure (positive/negative) from older students-also more male role models.

Fresh start every hour.

Not with the same teacher or kids all day.

Honors classes offered.

Better facilities for specific classes –science, computer, band, darkroom for photography.

Teachers are experts in one field vs. all fields.

Have more choices:  honors classes, band orchestra, foreign language, electives, and sports pep squad, intramural team sports, student council, National Jr. Honor Society, etc.
Middle school =more independence.

No corruption of PK students.

More exposure to technology.

Programs in place to meet the needs of young adolescents.

Students become more independent and responsible.

Access to more advanced library, materials and technology.

Students have hand at creating 

schedules.

Academic choice-diversity of

professors.

Social development-access to more mature student body that helps stimulate social development.

Interaction with older peers/role

models.

Less physical structure-more independence-promotes responsibility

Closer affinity with 7th vs. 5th graders.

More extra curricular activities (promote self esteem, team building, responsibility).

Three-year advantage 

More stability-greater sense of community

Exposed to more academic after

school clubs. 

Specializing of teachers.

Mix with peers in their age group.

More support for special education students in inclusion social studies and science from a special education teacher and have access to content mastery.

Three years to transition and adjust to increased independence and responsibility is better than two years to adjust.

Academics are departmentalized and teachers have more training in the areas they teach.

Band classes can be divided into “specialty” groups (like wood winds, and students have the opportunity to get extra lessons through sectionals/tutoring 

PK - 5 students are protected from 6th grade hormones and psychological changes
	


	


	New experience - Help children

	as well as parents discover

	and experience new classes

	that will help them grow not only

	as students but as human being.

	
	
	

	Can broaden their 

	horizons and encourage more

	independent thinking.
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