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SUBJECT:

Recognition of Pillow Elementary School as Texas Education 




Agency nominee for the U. S. Department of Education Blue




Ribbon Schools of Excellence Program for 2003-2004

PRESENTER:
Dr. Yolanda Rocha



Associate Superintendent of Elementary Schools

RECOMMENDATION

That the Board of Trustees of the Austin Independent School District recognize and congratulate Pillow Elementary School for being selected as one of only 26 schools nominated for the U.S. Department of Education Blue Ribbon Schools of Excellence Program for 2003-2004.    

BACKGROUND INFORMATION


The Texas Education Agency announced that Pillow Elementary School is one of only 26 Texas schools nominated for the prestigious U.S. Department of Education Blue Ribbon Schools of Excellence Program for 2003-2004.


The prestigious Blue Ribbon award program was revamped in 2002 to reflect the goals of the nation’s No Child Left Behind Act.  The program honors schools based on student accountability, rather than the education process, recognizing outstanding schools that are either academically superior or that demonstrate and consistent gains in student achievement.


For 2003-2004, a campus may be nominated for Blue Ribbon designation if it had at least 95 percent of eligible test takers take the TAKS/TAAS tests, had an Annual Yearly Progress (AYP) status of Met Standard, and had an accountability rating of Exemplary, Recognized, or Acceptable in 2002.


Additional criteria require that a campus had improved TAAS passing rates and reading or language arts and in mathematics from 2000-2002, as well as TAKS passing rates for 2003.  Texas Education Agency selected two-thirds (18) of the 26 nominees, including Pillow Elementary School, from schools in which at least 40 percent of students have economically disadvantaged backgrounds.  


The U.S. Department of Education will announce its national Blue Ribbon winners in Fall 2004.  Representatives of the winning school(s) will be invited to Washington, D.C. for a recognition ceremony at the White House.  

ACTION REQUIRED

Board Approval

CONTACT PERSON

Yolanda Rocha, Ph. D.

Linda Webb, Ph. D.
BOARD RECOGNITION STATEMENT

Pillow Elementary School, Texas Education Agency nominee for the U.S. Department of Education Blue Ribbon School Program for 2003-2004

It is with tremendous satisfaction and pleasure that I announce the nomination of Pillow Elementary School for the U.S. Department of Education Blue Ribbon Schools Program for 2003-2004.  Pillow Elementary is one of only 26 Texas schools to receive the 2003-2004 Texas Education Agency nomination for national recognition under the revamped guidelines set forth by nation’s No Child Left Behind Act.  It is with great pride that the Board of Trustees of the Austin Independent School District commends and congratulates Pillow Elementary School for its Texas Education Agency nomination for the U.S. Department of Education Blue Ribbon Schools Program for 2003-2004.  










