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SUBJECT:
 LBJ Student Newspaper won the ‘Pulitzer Prize’ of High School Journalism, the Pacemaker Award.  
PRESENTER:
Dr. Rosalinda Hernandez


Associate Superintendent for High Schools

RECOMMENDATION

That the Board of Trustees of the Austin Independent School District recognize and congratulate the LBJ Student Newspaper, The Liberator.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION


The Liberator was selected from 274 entries from across the nation as one of 42 newspaper/newsmagazine Pacemaker finalists this September.  The 21 Pacemaker winners were announced on November 22, 2003 at the Journalism Educators Association/NSPA Fall National High School Journalism Convention awards ceremony held in Washington D.C.  A panel from the Washington Post judged the competition.  The Pacemaker was first awarded in 1927 and is the highest honor NSPA(National Scholastic Press Association) gives to its members.  Pacemaker winners are chosen based on excellence in the coverage and content; quality of writing and reporting; leadership on the opinion page; evidence of in-depth reporting; layout/design; photography, art and graphics.  Co-editors for 2002-2003 were Ariane Reis and Meghan Flanagan.  Current co-editors are Erin Coupal and Erik Norman.  The Liberator adviser is Janet Elbom.  Ms. Elbom has been teaching in AISD for the past 31 years.  Principal of LBJ is Mrs. Brenda Burrell.

ACTION REQUIRED

Board Approval

CONTACT PERSON

Dr. Rosalinda Hernandez
BOARD RECOGNITION STATEMENT

LBJ student newspaper, The Liberator, is the recipient of the coveted Pacemaker Award issued by the National Scholastic Press Association.

It is my privilege to announce that the LBJ student newspaper, The Liberator, is the recipient of the Pacemaker Award, issued by the National Scholastic Press Association.  The Liberator was selected from 274 entries from across the nation as one of 42 newspaper/newsmagazine Pacemaker finalists this September.  The 21 Pacemaker winners were announced on November 22, 2003 at the Journalism Educators Association Fall National High School Journalism Convention awards ceremony held in Washington, D.C.  A panel from the Washington Post judged the competition.  Pacemaker winners are chosen based on excellence in coverage and content; quality of writing and reporting; evidence of in-depth reporting; layout/design; photography, art and graphics.  The Liberator was one of only two newspapers from Texas selected as either a Pacemaker finalist or winner.  Co-editors for 2002-2003 were Ariane Reis and Meghan Flanagan.  Current co-editors are Erin Coupal and Erik Norman.  Liberator adviser Janet Elbom has been teaching in AISD for the past 31 years.  LBJ Principal is Mrs. Brenda Burrell. 
