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RECOMMENDATION

That the Board of Trustees approve the changes to Policy EIA (local) and EHDC (local) regarding the clarification and standardization of honors weighted credit courses.




BACKGROUND INFORMATION

As presented at the December 15, 2003 Board of Trustees meeting, the District is recommending processes and policies to clarify, standardize, and in some instances change the courses that may be offered for honors weighted credit.  

In an effort to clarify and standardize our practices and to be in closer alignment with state and other district practices regarding weighted credit courses, Austin ISD is recommending the following: 

1. Defining 6th-10th/11th grade honors and awarding honors weighted credit to Pre-Advanced Placement (Pre-AP) courses in grades 6-10/11. (These are courses that “lead to” Advanced Placement courses in grades 11 and 12).  .

2. Awarding honors weighted credit for all courses on the TEA List of Advanced Courses which includes all AP, IB, dual credit, and selected other courses. (Attachment 2) to be in compliance with the TEA Advanced Course list.

3. Awarding honors weighted credit for all dual credit and credit-in-escrow (articulated) courses taken in high school. (Dual credit is also on the TEA list of advanced courses.)

4. Awarding weighted credit for magnet courses.

5. Awarding weighted credit for AISD identified and approved advanced courses.

6. Standardizing the practice of transferring in honors weighted credit grades for new AISD students.


ADMINISTRATIVE CONSIDERATIONS


The administrative proposal is that these recommendations should be implemented beginning the 2004-2005 school year in a phase-in approach as follows:

· students entering grade 6 in Fall 2004, 

· students entering grade 9 in Fall 2004, and

· adding one grade level each year at both middle and high school for full implementation by 07-08. 


In order to implement these recommendations, two District policies require revision and approval.  Policy EHDC (local) requires changes throughout the policy to replace the word honors with the words honors weighted courses to be inclusive of all the courses that will receive weight grades (See Attachment 1.)  Policy EIA (local) requires changes to the paragraph entitled “Weighted Grade Points” (See attachment 2.)   


ACTION REQUIRED
Approval by the Board of Trustees.
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