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SUBJECT:
Interlocal Agreement with The University of Texas at Austin for Advanced Placement Initiative Grant Impact Evaluation

PRESENTER:
Jim Granada, Ed.D.
RECOMMENDATION

That the Board of Trustees approve the attached Interlocal Agreement between Austin ISD and The University of Texas at Austin to provide the impact evaluation for Project SOS, a U.S. Department of Education Advanced Placement Incentive Program grant project.  The impact evaluation will take place each year for up to three years, contingent on funding of the project each year.  The cost of the impact evaluation for the three years is not to exceed $161,881.  The cost of the impact evaluation for the current grant award year (10/01/03 through 19/30/04) is not to exceed $55,518.




BACKGROUND INFORMATION


In September 2003, AISD was awarded one of 22 U.S. Department of Education grants targeting increased participation of economically disadvantaged students in the Advanced Placement program.  Targeted campuses for the grant project are Akins, Johnston, Lanier, Reagan, and Travis high schools and their middle school feeder campuses.  The impact evaluation to be conducted by UT-Austin will measure the impact of the grant on the target campuses as compared to like high school campuses across the state.  This evaluation component of the grant was key to the AISD proposal being competitive amongst the 147 grant proposals submitted to the competition.


ADMINISTRATIVE CONSIDERATIONS


Economically disadvantaged students have been underrepresented in the Advanced Placement program for many years in AISD as well as across the state.  The impact evaluation will not only meet grant criteria for evaluation, but will provide both formative and summative data reflecting level of impact of the grant and upon which to base grant decisions.


ACTION REQUIRED
That the Board of Trustees approve the Interlocal Agreement between Austin ISD and The University of Texas at Austin to conduct a Project SOS impact evaluation not to exceed $55,518 the first year and not to exceed $161, 881 over a three year period, contingent on funding levels for years two and three.
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