Data Collection Tools   

How and when do I use each form?

Italicized titles of forms indicate the observational tool is available through the PBS District Department

Information after bullet points provides you with important information about each type of data collection tool
Event Recording 

*Basic Event Recording

· Tally or count of behaviors as they occur.  

· Use for behaviors that occur for a short period of time.

· We want to know how many times a behavior occurs during a certain time frame.

· Do not use with high frequency behaviors.

· 2 types of event recordings include Frequency Recording and Latency Recording (see below)

Frequency Recording


*Event Recording (Frequency/Behavior Count) Form

· Simple count of how many times a behavior occurs during a designated period of time.

· Count number of occurrences of event during the observed time interval and then divide it by the length of the time interval.

Latency Recording

             *Latency Recording Form

· Measures the length of elapsed time between the onset of a stimulus and the occurrence of a behavior.

· Use when you want to decrease the length of time it takes a student to respond.  

Interval Recording

· Used to measure the presence or absence of behavior within specific time intervals.

· Used to estimate the number of occurrences and/or duration of behavior.

· More appropriate for high frequency behaviors.

· Observation period is divided into equal time periods of 10 min intervals. 
· 5 types of internal recordings include Partial, Whole, Momentary Time Sampling, Duration, and Teacher Ratio of Interactions Form (See Below)
Partial – Interval recording


*Time Sampling Record Sheet

· Record whether the behavior was present or absent at any time during the interval (not concerned about how many times the behavior occurred). 

· Use when goal is to produce a behavior reduction


Whole – Interval recording 

*Time Sampling Record Sheet
· Behavior is only recorded if it is present throughout the entire interval.

· Used when goal is to produce an increase in behavior

Momentary time sampling 

*Time Sampling Record Sheet
· Records the presence or absence of behaviors immediately following specific time intervals.   Every 10 min look to see if student is on task.

· Provides an estimate of the number of occurrences and can be used to estimate the duration of a behavior.

Duration Recording


*Duration Recording Form

· When it is important to know how long a behavior occurs.

· Used to increase or decrease behavior.

· It is more precise than momentary time sampling or interval recording

· Records the total time or percent of time that a behavior occurs within a specified time period.

· Can be used for high rates of behavior.

· Measure from the moment of onset until the moment it stops.

Teacher Ratio of Interactions

*Ratio of Interactions Monitoring Form
· Goal is 3:1 or better

· Attention to positive is when a teacher interacts with a a student who is exhibiting appropriate behavior

· Attention to negative is when a teacher interacts with a student who is exhibiting inappropriate behavior.

· Responses to “negative” behavior doe not mean the teacher is responding negatively to the student

ABC 

*ABC Recording Sheet

· During direct observation the already measurable defined behavior is recorded.  The antecedent (stimulus that preceded/triggered the behavior) and consequence that followed or was result of behavior.  
Scatter plot
*Functional Assessment Scatter plot

· Helps you discover patterns related to a problem behavior and specific time periods.  

· Data collected with other forms can be transferred to a scatter plot after collection.

Interviews

*Parent Interview

*Staff Interview- Individual Student Issue

*Elementary Student Interview

*Student Interview
· Helps you discover any patterns with parents, teachers, and student in their own analysis of the current behaviors being exhibited.

Anecdotal Information

*Student Behavior Observation- Anecdotal Record

· Helpful to use when an observable behavior has not yet been identified.

Target Student/Peer Comparison

*Peer/Student Observation Form

· Helpful to use to see if the particular student is actually exhibiting behaviors that are more or less frequent than other students in the classroom.

Potential Reinforcers

*Potential Reinforcers Interview and Observation Form

· Helpful to use when a reinforcer will be needed to help the student work on new behavioral goals.

