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	General Information on Texas

Citizenship-Customs, Symbols, and Celebrations

Explain the meaning of selected patriotic symbols and landmarks of Texas, including the six flags over Texas, San Jose Mission, and the San Jacinto Monument.    (L)    
Citizenship-Customs, Symbols, and Celebrations 

Recite and explain the meaning of the Pledge to the Texas Flag.   (L)

Citizenship-Customs, Symbols, and Celebrations 

Sing or recite Texas, Our Texas.    (L)

Citizenship-Customs, Symbols, and Celebrations 

Describe the origins and significance of state celebrations such as Texas Independence Day and Juneteenth.  (L)

Culture-How people learn about themselves  

Explain how the diversity of Texas is reflected in a variety of cultural activities, celebrations, and performances.    (19A)

Social Studies Skills

See pages 6 – 7 for descriptions of Social Studies Skills TEKS.
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(801,803, 807, 810, 811, 814, 815, 818, 819, 820, 822,823, 825, 827)
	
	1 week


	Students can create a booklet or PowerPoint presentation about Texas. This should include the following:  symbols associated with Texas, the six flags, state monuments and landmarks, the lyrics to Texas songs, an explanation of the Texas Pledge, Texas holidays or anything else that makes Texas unique
Students can contribute to a class bulletin board about Texas and its 

Symbols.

Have students pick Texas emblems and draw them on squares of paper. Mount those squares on larger squares and combine them into a Texas symbol quilt. 
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 Intro Native American cultures w/ a reading from, a native poem, song, painting using the APPARTS strategy, (see teaching notes).  Include a map with location of the 4 NA cultures and graphic organizer with characteristics.  Mural or power point of specific tribe with uniqueness of art, symbols, customs, politics and/or effect of the Spanish


	Define criteria for presentations or booklets. Create a rubric or checklist to assess these products.

Quiz

Oral recitation of the Texas Pledge

Items will appear on the six weeks test.
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 Independent Research

Brainstorm with students to create Criteria Chart/Rubric for a poster, report, power point or debate.  Debate would mean research opposing sides to the Critical Issues.
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 Create Rubric/Criteria Chart for map/power point/mural/poster



	Resources

Texas and Texans, pages xvi-xvii, TEKS0-TEKS14, 72-73, 701

These pages contain information on studying history, the TEKS, the lyrics to “Texas Our Texas”, and photos of the symbols of Texas.

www.50states.com
http://view.tsl.state.tx.us/ref/abouttx/symbols.html
http://www.senate.state.tx.us/kids/matching.htm
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Texas Almanac: The Almanac features a great section on symbols of Texas and would be a valuable resource for students.


	Teacher Notes

Vocabulary:  symbol, landmark, pledge, allegiance, indivisible, culture

This timeline assumes that teachers have used the first week of the six weeks to teach students rules and procedures. 

Teachers may want to take some time to expose students to the TEKS strands (History, Geography, Economics, Government, Culture, Citizenship, Science, Technology & Society and Social Studies Skills).  You may want to set up a bulletin board or class chart to organize learning throughout the year into these strands. Another technique is to create a Word Wall. You can set up sections for each strand and throughout the year, group vocabulary words under the appropriate heading.

Enrichment: Have students gather people’s impressions of Texas and Texans. They can interview parents or search the Internet for impressions or perceptions of Texas. During the year, students can compare the reality of Texas to commonly held perceptions.
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 The symbols, landmarks, etc. will be assimilated throughout the year.
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 APPARTS is a Pre-AP strategy designed to help students dig deeper into the content.

 (For additional information see p.41 of the AP Vertical Teams Guide.)

· A- author
· P- place/time

· P- prior knowledge
· A- audience
· R- reason
· T- thesis/main idea
· S- significance
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	Texas Geography

Geography – Concept of Location

 Locate places and regions of importance in the United States during the 18th and 19th centuries such as Austin, Brownsville, Dallas, El Paso, Fort Worth, Galveston, Goliad, Gonzales, the Great Plains, Houston, Laredo, San Antonio, San Felipe de Austin, San Jacinto, and Washington on the Brazos as well as the four natural regions and their major cities.   (9A)     B

Geography – Comparing and contrasting areas
Compare places and regions of Texas in terms of physical and human characteristics.  (9B)     B

Geography - Construct and interpret maps and other graphics 

Create thematic maps, graphs, charts, models, and databases representing various aspects of Texas during the 19th and 20th centuries.   (8A)

Geography - Physical characteristics of the environment 
Describe a variety of regions in Texas and the Western Hemisphere such as landform, climate, and vegetation regions that result from physical characteristics.    (L)

Social Studies Skills

See pages 6 – 7 for descriptions of Social Studies Skills TEKS.

(801,803, 807, 810, 811, 814, 815, 818, 819, 820, 822,823, 825, 827)
	T2

Correlation to 8th grade TEKS: 8.10 

T2

8.11
	2 weeks
	Students should create maps for their notebooks that show major cities, rivers, and landforms of Texas. 

Trip Around Texas—Using Texas road maps and travel guides have students plan a trip around Texas.  They can create maps showing their routes, and create a photo album (or drawings) of what they would see on their trip. 

Have students write letters to the Chamber of Commerce of county seats requesting information about that town.  Students can then create brochures about those cities. Students should be sure to indicate which region their county seat is in. 
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 Students will think like a cartographer and create a map of the Natural Regions of Texas.  They will also include a paper that outlines information detailing the significance of each region and explain what makes each region a unique area of Texas.  Students should include terms/words specific to the field of cartography


	Mastery quizzes on cities, rivers and landforms.

Create a criteria checklist for the trip around Texas activities.

Define criteria for brochures. Create a rubric or checklist to assess these products.

Items will appear on the six weeks test.

	Resources

Texas & Texans  Reference Atlas, Geography Handbook 1-17,  Chapters 1-2
      These chapters contain information about Texas geography.

Texas Almanac The Almanac can be used to identify county seats.

Travel Texas  www.traveltex.com
This website is a great reference for planning trips to Texas. Students can also order the free Texas Travel Guide which can be used throughout the year as a  reference.
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	Teaching Notes

The Texas Travel Guide is available from www.traveltex.com or by calling 1-800-8888-TEX. This has information about tourist attractions in Texas.

If you are having students send letters to Chambers of Commerce, you may want to have them do this during the first week of school so that there is time for them to get a response.  If they do not hear back from their particular chamber, they can use the Internet of an almanac to complete the project.

Vocabulary geography, region, plain, basin, escarpment, aquifer, climate, barrier island, fault, plateau, savannah, grassland, drought, erosion
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	Native Texans

History-Sequencing Events

Apply absolute and relative chronology through the sequencing of significant individuals, events, and time periods.    (1B)     B

History-Historical groups from selected societies and their contributions

Compare the cultures of Native Americans in Texas prior to European colonization.     (2A)     B

Geography-Human adaptation of the environment 

Identify ways in which Texans have adapted to an modified the environment       (10A)   B

Economics-Economic patterns of different societies
Explain the economic patterns of various early Native-American groups in Texas and the Western Hemisphere.      (L)      B

Science, Technology & Society-Technology affects lives

 Compare types and uses of technology, past and present.    (20A)      B

Culture-Concept of culture 

Describe distinctive cultural patterns and landscapes associated with different places in Texas.    (L)

Economics - How people earn their living 

Explain how people in different regions of Texas earn their living, past and present.     (L)
Culture - Concept of culture 

Describe some traits that define cultures.  (L)

Culture - Comparing and contrasting cultures
 Identify the similarities and difference within and among selected racial, ethnic, and religious groups in Texas.     (L)

Social Studies Skills

See pages 5 – 7 for descriptions of Social Studies Skills TEKS.

(801,803, 807, 810, 811, 814, 815, 818, 819, 820, 822)
	T1

T3

T5

T3

T3
	2.5  Weeks
	Have students create a graphic organizer that compares and contrasts the various tribes of Texas. Students should be able to show how the environment a tribe lived in affected its particular way of life.  
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  Students should also be able to explain/describe the changes in the tribe’s culture if their staple food item and/or tools were missing.

Murals:  Divide the class into groups. Assign each group a tribe. The job of the group is to create a mural that shows off aspects of the culture.  Brainstorm as a class to come up with a list of what should be included (for example: food sources, homes, clothing…).  Display the murals on the wall. 

Create a Native Texans map showing where tribes lived. It would be interesting to superimpose this on a regions map to show the correlation between where tribes lived and how they lived.  [image: image8.png]


   Students will follow up this exercise by selecting two Native Texan Groups to compare over time.  Students will research the groups before and after Europeans came to Texas to decide which group was most affected Negatively and Positively.  They should be able to support their decisions with data.

TEKS Chart on Native Americans.* - Refer to Notes Section on next page

 
	Unit Test

Create a criteria checklist for the graphic organizer

Define criteria for murals. Create a rubric or checklist to assess these products.

Items will appear on the six weeks test.

	Resources

Texas and Texans,  Chapter 3

    Provides information on Native Texans.

Texas Indians: A great source of information on Texan Tribes.
    http://www.texasindians.com
Texas Indians:  The Virtual Museum of Texas Cultural Heritage

www.texasbeyondhistory.net
Maptool : archelogical sites

Tejas: Life and Times of the Caddo

Making Cordmarked Pottery

Stone tools of Texas

Kids Only



	Teaching Notes

Vocabulary:  archaeologist, artifact, anthropologist, nomad, forage, adobe, culture, matriarchal, patriarchal, shaman, and confederacy.

*TEKS CHART:  A TEKS chart is a good way to organize information. Take each of the Social Studies strands and have students apply their knowledge of a topic by filling in each strand.  For example:  What did we learn about Geography while studying Native Texans?  What is their Culture like? 
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	SOCIAL STUDIES SKILLS

Social Studies Skills-Organize and interpret information

Organize and interpret information in outlines, reports, databases, and visuals including graphs, charts, timelines, and maps.   (21C)     B     
Social Studies Skills-Locate, differentiate, and use primary and secondary sources

Differentiate between locate, and use primary and secondary sources such as computer software; interviews; biographies; oral, print, and visual material; and artifacts to acquire information about Texas.    (21A)     B   

Social Studies Skills-Identify and support different historic points of view

Identify points of view from the historical context surrounding an event and the frame of reference that influenced the participants.   (21D)     B

Social Studies Skills-Identify bias in a variety of sources

Identify bias in written, oral, and visual material.   (21F)     B     
Social Studies Skills-Apply critical thinking skills to gather and analyze social studies information

Analyze information by sequencing, categorizing, identifying, cause-and-effect relationships, comparing, contrasting, finding the main idea,

summarizing, making generalizations and predictions, and drawing inferences and conclusions.   (21B)     B     

Social Studies Skills-Use social studies terminology

Use social studies terminology correctly.    (22A)

Social Studies Skills-Use standard grammar

Use standard grammar, spelling, sentence structure, and punctuation.  (22B)

Social Studies Skills-Transfer information from one medium to another

Transfer information from one medium to another, including written or visual and statistical to written or visual, using computer software as appropriate.  

(22C)

Social Studies-Create visual and written materials

Create written, oral, and visual presentations of social studies information.  

(22D)


	T5

T5
T5

T5

T5
	Weeks 1 - 6


	Refer to specific assessments found throughout this Instructional Planning Guide. 

	814

819

822

825

827
	SOCIAL STUDIES SKILLS CONT.

Social Studies Skills-Use appropriate mathematical skills

Use appropriate mathematical skills to interpret social studies information such as maps and graphs.    (21H)    

Social Studies Skills-Identify and support different historic points of view
Support a view on a social studies issue or event.   (21E)     
Social Studies Skills-Evaluate the validity of a source

Evaluate the validity of a source based on language, corroboration with other sources, and information about the author.   (21G)

Social Studies Skills-Apply critical thinking skills to identify a social studies problem

Use a problem-solving process to identify a problem, gather information, list and consider options, consider advantages and disadvantages, choose and implement a solution, and evaluate the effectiveness of the solution.    (23A)

Social Studies Skills-Apply critical thinking skills to the decision making process
Use a decision-making process to identify a situation that requires a decision, gather information, identify options, predict consequences, and take action to implement a decision.  (23B)

	Weeks 1-6
	Refer to specific student products found throughout this Instructional Planning Guide.


	Refer to specific assessments found throughout this Instructional Planning Guide. 

	Resources

Texas and Texans

www.texasbeyondhistory.net


	Teacher Notes

Social Studies Skills TEKS will be used throughout the six weeks.  These are the higher order thinking skills used on social studies benchmarks and TAKS exams.
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Principals of Learning Tip:  Now would be a good time to set clear expectations for student notebooks or binders. Create a criteria chart of what would constitute a “good” notebook.  You may also want to spend some time introducing students to rubrics and assessment criteria.








Principles of Learning Tip: Create criteria charts that show the features of Texas Regions.  Students can add to them as they learn more about each region.





Principles of Learning Tip: Create criteria charts showing key features of each tribe and display them around the room. You can also practice Accountable Talk by modeling key phrases during a discussion in which students either agree or disagree with the following statement:  “Where you live affects how you live.”








 �	Indicates differentiation from the IPG.  The APGs are color-coded to explain the type of differentiation used.


 GREEN = Modifications, RED = Substitutions, PURPLE = Additions


Color-coded APGs are available on the AISD matrix website at:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.austinschools.org/matrix" ��www.austinschools.org/matrix�














� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.unitedlearning.com/images/streaming/front_graphic.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���6 Weeks Available Resources�


Maps and Globes: Maps and Their Use (12:16)


Finding Your Way: Using Maps and Globes (22:36)


Geography Basics: Globes, Maps, and Graphs (20:00)


Physical Geography (29:21)


Geography for Everyone (19:00)


Understanding Economics (25:00)


Native America: Removal (14:30)


Native America: Expansion (14:31)
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Maps and Globes: Maps and Their Use (12:16)


Finding Your Way: Using Maps and Globes (22:36)


Geography Basics: Globes, Maps, and Graphs (20:00)


Physical Geography (29:21)


Geography for Everyone (19:00)


Understanding Economics (25:00)


Native America: Removal (14:30)


Native America: Expansion (14:31)














NOTE:  Many of the matrix items can be covered simultaneously

(TEKS); T=TAKS; B=Benchmark; [ ] = not tested on TAKS

L = Local Expectations; Italics = Local Specificity
< > TAKS support for specific grade (s) and not all three grades
 *   TEKS Strand matches different TAKS Objective
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