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6th Six Weeks Appendix 
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Dialectical Journal

The dialectical journal is another name for a reader response journal that features two-column note taking. In your journal, you will choose meaningful quotes or excerpts from your novel/short story and respond to each of them accordingly. 

How Do I Keep A Dialectical Journal?
Your journal will use a two-column form:
· Fold the page in your journal in half.

· In the left-hand column, write down quotations or excerpts (i.e. words, images, phrases, or details) from your novel/short story that you think are interesting or important.
· In the right hand column, write down your own thoughts, commentary, and questions about the quotations/excerpts in the left-hand column. Reponses may include: 

· A summary of the text

· Connections (Reminds you of …a movie, another book, real life, personal experience, song, or news/current events)

· Critique - state what you like or dislike about the text and explain why

· Examination and commentary about the author's style and word selection (author’s use of imagery, detail, diction, theme, figurative language, or sound devices)
· Don’t forget to document your page numbers for each quote or excerpt!
· Remember to pay close attention to the conventions and content. Proofread your journal entries and as always, turn in your very best effort! Support your ideas with evidence, quotes, or examples, from the text. 

Dialectal Journal Example 

	      Quotation                           Page #



	Why do I find this quote interesting or important?


Literature Circles at a Glance
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Literature Circles

A Literature Circle is a student centered reading activity for a group of approximately four to six students. Each member of a circle is assigned a role: amazing artist, craft connector, discussion director, passage picker, or word wizard (see roles sheet on the following page). The roles help guide each student during their independent reading and literature circle meetings. Students are in charge of the discussion and the decision of how many pages will be read before the next meeting. Literature Circles provide an opportunity for students to control their own learning: to engage in meaningful conversation about a text and showcase an in-depth understanding about the work. In the Pre-AP literature circle, observation and commentary about literary elements, the author’s style, and word selection (author’s use of imagery, details, diction, theme, figurative language, or sound devices) should be emphasized.
Literature Circles

1. Students choose their own novels, or teachers may select a series of titles and allow student to choose one. 

2. Small groups of students are formed, based on each student’s book choice (different groups read different books).

3. Groups meet on a schedule designated by the teacher/group’s discussion director to converse about their reading. This meeting day is termed a “literature circle meeting.”

4. Each student has a role that he/she assumes during the course of his/her reading and literature circle meetings. The student must prepare for his/her role, prior to the assigned discussion day.  

5. Students use their notes and illustrations (defined by their assigned roles) to guide both their reading and discussion. 

6. Discussion topics are generated by the students.

7. Group meetings are intended to be free, meaningful conversations about the books, so personal connections, literature analysis commentary, and open-ended questions are encouraged during the course of discussion. 

8. Students may assume a variety of roles (see role sheet in appendix) during the course of the novel and literature circle discussions. Teachers may assign two or more roles to each student to further prepare for the literature circle meeting.

	9. The teacher is a facilitator, not a group member.

10. Evaluation may be through teacher observation, teacher evaluation of student’s written work products (notes or drawings that prepared the student for his/her role), and student self-evaluation/peer evaluation.

11. When novels are completed, each group shares their novel with the class to promote other classmates to read it. Then, new groups may be formed for new literature circles with new reading choices.


How do I do it?
1. Select members for the literature circles (discussion groups). 

2. Assign role(s) for the members of each circle.* 
3. Assign reading to be completed by the circles inside or outside of class. 4. After the first session, students may generate their own reading calendar with dates for assigned reading. 
5. Identify literature circle meeting dates for class. 
Instruct and prepare for their roles in their literature circle.
6. Act as a facilitator for the literature circles. 
7. Make all students accountable through self-evaluation and teacher evaluation.
8. Monitor students for reading and writing preparation, and discussion contributions.
* Students may be assigned more that one role to prepare for discussion. Ex. Each student may be required to prepare three discussion questions (1 level one, 1 level 2, and 1 level 3), 1 connection (text to self, text to world, or text to text), and 1 passage selection with an explanation of why he/she selected it. In addition, students may be asked to analyze passages their circle meeting for any of the following grade 6 pre-AP focus items: 

Character

· Characterization

· Antagonist/protagonist

· Flat/round

· Motivation

Detail

Diction

Imagery

Plot

· Conflict

· Internal conflict

· External conflict

· Climax

· Resolution

· Flashback

· Foreshadowing

· Suspense

Point of view

- First person point of view

- Third person  

Setting

Theme

Tone 

Figurative Language

· Metaphor

· Personification

· Simile

Sound Devices

· Alliteration

· Onomatopoeia

· Rhyme

· Rhythm

Voice
Literature Circle Roles*

Amazing Artist

Your job is to draw a picture or image that will help your group better understand what you read. You may draw a character or characters, a setting or settings, a problem or an event, an important or surprising part, or a prediction that you’ve made. Draw on a piece of white paper and create a drawing or picture (your choice). Do not tell others what your drawing is from the novel. Let them guess or talk about it first. Discuss how others might have drawn the same scene.

Crafty Connector

Your job is to find connections between the book and the world outside. Connect the reading to your own life, happenings at school, happenings in the neighborhood, similar events at other times and places, other people or problems, other books or stories, other writings on the same topic, or other writings by the same author. Begin by saying: This part of the book reminded me of...

Dialogue Director

Your job is to start a conversation with the group and lead the discussion about the reading. Make sure that everyone has a chance to speak! Think of questions that have multiple answers so that your discussion can cover multiple perspectives! Good ways to start questions are:


Why...?


What if...?


How...?


What difference...?


What do you think about...?


How do you feel about...?


Can you explain...?


What is the evidence for...?

Passage Picker 

Your job is to pick parts of the story that you want to read aloud to your group. These can be: a good part, a funny part, a scary part, an interesting part, a part filled with good writing, or a good description. Be sure to mark the passages with a Post-It note and practice reading them aloud with 

Feeling. Be ready to tell the group why you chose the passage. Use this format on your Post-It note:

Page#
           Paragraph #
        Why Chosen?

Word Whiz

Your job is to look for special words in the reading. The words might be new, different, strange, funny, interesting, important, difficult, tricky, or challenging when you find a word that you want to talk about, mark it with a Post-It note or write it down somewhere safe. Use this format:

Word/Def.
       Page #        Why I Picked It

Questions to pose in discussion:


How does this word fit in the story?


Does anyone know the meaning?


Can anyone think of similar words?


* Other roles may be created at the discretion of the teacher.

Adapted from Literature Circles: Voice and choice in the student-centered classroom by Harvey Daniels, Stenhouse Publishers, York, ME.

Student: ___________________________________ Date: ________________ 

Book: ____________________________ Role/Role(s): _________________________

Literature Circle Evaluation: Pre-Discussion
Pre-discussion expectations (circle the number that best applies to your effort and labor).

	4
	3
	2
	0

	I completed all pre-discussion responsibilities for today's literature circle discussion session and had all the materials prepared for class (reading, role, and discussion questions).
	I completed the reading for today’s literature circle discussion and had all the materials prepared for class (reading, role, and discussion questions, but did not have my book in class).
	I completed the reading but did not complete my role preparation and discussion questions for class, so I will complete the   alternative assignment to earn a grade.
	I did not complete my pre-discussion responsibilities that included reading, my role preparation, and discussion questions, so I will earn a 0 for my effort and labor today.


Score: ______________

Comment(s):

Student: _______________________________ Date: _______________________ 

Book: _________________________ Role/Role(s): _________________________

Literature Circle Evaluation: During Discussion 
Literature Circle Discussion Session (circle the number that best applies to your effort and labor):

	4
	3
	2
	0

	I posed more than two questions to consider in today's discussion and clearly explained and supported my ideas with textual evidence all the time.
I supported, encouraged, or responded to the ideas, thoughts, or questions of others all the time.
I always remained focused on the topic of the discussion.

I always respected the presence, ideas, and contributions of literature circle members.
	I posed two questions to consider in today's discussion and clearly explained and supported my ideas with textual evidence most of the time.
I supported, encouraged, or responded to the ideas, thoughts, or questions of other members most of the time.
Most of the time I remained focused on the topic of the discussion.

Most of the time I respected the presence, ideas, and contributions of literature circle members.
	I posed one question to consider in today's discussion and clearly explained and supported my ideas with textual evidence some of the time.

I once supported, encouraged, or responded to the ideas, thoughts, or questions of other members some of the time.

Some of the time I remained focused on the topic of the discussion.
Some of the time I respected the presence, ideas, and contributions of literature circle members.
	I did not participate in the discussion. Instead I read my novel/selection to catch up with the assigned reading. I will earn a 0 for my effort and labor today.


Score: ______________

Comment(s):

Literature Circles Peer Evaluation Sheet

Name :_______________________________________________ Date: ____________________

Lit Circle Group Members:________________________________________________________

Title of Novel or Selection________________________________________________________

          

Member 1  
       Member 2  
               Member 3  
         Member 4 

Names:

______________________________________________________________________________

1. Member was prepared

for  role and had assigned 

reading completed     


_____________________________________________________________________________________

2. Member remained on task

and stayed 

focused on topic.

_____________________________________________________________________________________

3. Member listened and 

responded respectfully to 

what others said.

_____________________________________________________________________________________

4. Member was polite

and did not make fun of 

or speak over others.

_____________________________________________________________________________________

5. Member supported ideas and

comments with evidence from the

text and was an active participant.
______________________________________________________________________________

Total Score       /20              _____                    _____                    _____                            _____

______________________________________________________________________________

Signature of Evaluator: _____________________________________

Comment(s):

Name: __________________________________ Period: _________________
Literature Circle Evaluation: Training the Group

Complete the evaluation for group discussion skills. For each of the following statements, circle the number that best represents your evaluation of the group’s effectiveness and abilities.

Group Evaluation

	Name #1: _________________
	Poor
	Fair
	Good
	Excellent

	The member was prepared.
	1
	2
	3
	4

	The member performed his/her job well.
	
	
	
	

	The member shared his/her ideas.
	
	
	
	

	The member listened to others. 
	
	
	
	

	 The member completed his/her job sheet.
	
	
	
	


	Name #2: _________________
	Poor
	Fair
	Good
	Excellent

	The member was prepared.
	1
	2
	3
	4

	The member performed his/her job well.
	
	
	
	

	The member shared his/her ideas.
	
	
	
	

	The member listened to others. 
	
	
	
	

	 The member completed his/her job sheet.
	
	
	
	


	Name #3: _________________
	Poor
	Fair
	Good
	Excellent

	The member was prepared.
	1
	2
	3
	4

	The member performed his/her job well.
	
	
	
	

	The member shared his/her ideas.
	
	
	
	

	The member listened to others. 
	
	
	
	

	 The member completed his/her job sheet.
	
	
	
	


	Name #4: _________________
	Poor
	Fair
	Good
	Excellent

	The member was prepared.
	1
	2
	3
	4

	The member performed his/her job well.
	
	
	
	

	The member shared his/her ideas.
	
	
	
	

	The member listened to others. 
	
	
	
	

	 The member completed his/her job sheet.
	
	
	
	


Total #1: _____ Total #2: _____ Total #3: _____ Total #4: _____

Self Evaluation

	My Name: _________________
	Poor
	Fair
	Good
	Excellent

	I was prepared.
	1
	2
	3
	4

	I performed my job well.
	
	
	
	

	I shared my ideas.
	
	
	
	

	I listened to others. 
	
	
	
	

	I completed my job sheet.
	
	
	
	


Total Self Evaluation: _____

Teacher Evaluation

	Student: _________________
	Poor
	Fair
	Good
	Excellent

	He/she was prepared.
	1
	2
	3
	4

	He/she performed his/her job well.
	
	
	
	

	He/she shared his/her ideas.
	
	
	
	

	He/she listened to others. 
	
	
	
	

	He/she completed his/her job sheet.
	
	
	
	


Total Teacher Evaluation: _____

Comment(s) and observation(s):

Name _______________________ Novel Title ____________________________________

Group Name ________________________________________________________________

Literature Circle Evaluation

The following scale is a way to evaluate your fellow literature circle group members and yourself for participation. Please be sincere and reasonable when rating yourself and the group members. Any information shared will remain confidential. Please consider all portions of the circle: completion of roles, contributions to the discussions, planning, presentation, cooperation etc. The final grade will be based on teacher, group, and self-evaluation.

Questions to ask about yourself/the members:

Was I/the member prepared?

Did I/the member perform his/her job well?

Did I/the member share his/her ideas?

Did I/the member listen to others?

Did I/the member complete his/her job sheet?
The people in my group contributed to our literature circle according to the following scale:


 0 = not at all (met no responsibilities)


 1 = very little effort (met a 1-2 responsibilities listed above)


 2 = some effort put forth (met 3-4 responsibilities listed above)


 3 = good effort put forth (met all responsibilities listed above) 

   
4 = an outstanding group member (met all responsibilities listed above; participant gave 100% effort and went over and above job description)

	Group Members
	Rating
	Comment(s)

	1.


	
	

	2.


	
	

	3.


	
	

	4.


	
	

	5. (You)


	
	


Additional comment(s) about the literature circle experience:

6th Grade Pre-AP Theme Essay Assignment

An essay is a piece of writing on a single subject. Magazines and newspapers often contain essays. The author of the essay produces the writing piece for a particular purpose such as to describe a topic or provide information, share an opinion, persuade about an issue, or entertain the reader. 

A theme is the message about life or human nature that is conveyed by a literary work.  A work may have more than one theme, and in many cases the reader must draw conclusions (infer) about the writer’s message. A helpful tip to help you conclude the theme of a work is to consider the main character(s). What did he/she/they experience? What big idea or statement could be made to support the experiences of the main character? For example, in Maya Angelou’s poem, And Still I Rise, a theme is the African American’s spirit and strength to endure in spite of oppression. In the Scholarship Jacket a theme has to stand up for one’s beliefs.

Your assignment is to write an essay that focus on one or more major themes you identified in one of the books you read this six weeks. In your essay explain how the theme was developed through the characters, setting, plot, events, etc. Also discuss the author’s use of diction, imagery, details, and language (DIDLS). Use quotes from the text to support your reasoning. (Note:  See model of a theme essay on pp. 14-15 of the appendix).  

Criteria

1. Introductory Paragraph - Include the title and author of the book. Identify the major theme(s) in the book. Get the reader’s attention using an interesting opening statement. 

2. Body Paragraphs - Explain how the characters, setting, plot, events, etc. in the story contributed to the development of the theme. Also discuss the author’s use of diction, imagery, details, language, and syntax (DIDLS). Use quotes from the text to support your opinion and analysis.

3. Conclusion Paragraphs – Reiterate main points. Explain the importance/significance of the theme(s) in the novel and the lesson that can be learned.

Theme Essay Rubric

	Standards
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Clearly stated title, author, and theme(s)
	States all information
	States most information
	States some information
	States little or no information

	Used specific organizing structure to provide logical flow of information
	Information flows logically with clear beginning, middle, end
	Minor mistakes in organization
	Due to some organizational mistakes, may cause reader some confusion
	Numerous problems with writing structure; illogical

	Elaborated sufficiently using language and details to show theme representation or development
	Writing is well developed and includes many pertinent details; theme is clearly identified with supporting statements, including quotes from text
	Writing is developed and includes adequate number of details; theme is mentioned and some support is provided
	Due to some organizational mistakes, may cause reader some confusion
	Numerous problems with writing structure; illogical

	Grammar/Conventions/

Mechanics Free of Errors
	No or very few errors
	Few errors
	Some errors
	Many errors


Teacher Comment(s):

**************************************************************

THE EXAMPLE BELOW WAS TAKEN FROM Website www.123.com. IT IS INCOMPLETE AND IS TO BE USED ONLY AS A MODEL.

EXAMPLE: Tale Of Two Cities – Theme

Throughout the book, A Tale of Two Cities the theme of sacrifice is used to help the reader realize the cost of life, as well as to develop the plot through the effects of those sacrifices. Through the characters of Sydney Carton, Dr. Manette, and Ms. Pross the theme of sacrifice is developed. The theme of sacrifice brings key aspects of the plot together, and Carton's sacrifice brings the novel to closer in the end.

Sydney Carton paid the highest cost of sacrifice with his life, and in doing so he was very similar to Jesus Christ. Carton laid down his life for a man who had never done anything for him and who in fact had abused his relationship as demonstrated on page 191 when Carton describes himself in Darnay's view as "a dissolute dog who has never done any good, and never will." Similarly Jesus Christ let himself be beaten, abused, and killed for the same people who spit in his face. Other people in both cases thought that Jesus and Carton were not thought to be much more that dogs, while they both sacrificed their lives so these people who treated them like dogs could live. Both Carton's and Jesus' sacrifice was inspired by a deep desperate love for which they were willing to do anything. Carton was willing to die for Lucie because of his desperate, scandalous love for her, just as Jesus showed his love for man when he was willing to give up his life for every man. This level of love makes the sacrifice even more valuable and brings things to closure. Finally, Carton and Jesus both knew that through their sacrifice, others could have life. Carton's death breathed life into Darnay just as Jesus Christ's death breathes life into those who trust in him. The importance of their death is that it brings life. The role of Carton's sacrifice in the plot is that the cost of life is sometimes high. Through his sacrifice the cost and privilege of living can be measured, just as Christians can see the true cost and privilege of life through Jesus Christ's sacrifice.

Dr. Manette also sacrificed much of his life by giving up his own personal goals and agenda for Lucie. On page 125 Dr. Manette says, "any fancies, any reasons, and apprehensions, anything whatsoever, new or old against the man she really loved…they shall all be obliterated for her sake." Dr. Manette was willing to relinquish his own personal feelings or perhaps "rights" so that Lucie may be happy. He set aside, "anything whatsoever" in order for Lucie to marry the man she loves. Dr. Manette did anything he could to save Darnay from death, even to the point where Madame Defarge mocked him saying, "Save him now, my Doctor save him!" Dr. Manette had always been suspicious about Darnay, but he put aside his doubts in to Make Lucie happy. Deep down he knew that Darnay was an Evermondé, but he sacrificed his own feelings for Lucie's feelings. Thirdly, Dr. Manette gave up all of his desires, hopes, thoughts of revenge for Lucie, as demonstrated when he says, "She is everything to me; more to me than suffering, more to me than wrong, more to me…." Dr. Manette had years of anger and revenge stored up him from when he was imprisoned, yet he forgot about all of it and only tried to make Lucie happy and make up for the many years he had lost. Dr. Manette's pain was so great that he often reverts to the insanity that was caused from his imprisonment, while he still does everything he can even though his pain is so great that he cannot physically control it. Manette laid down his life so that Lucie could fully live.

Ms. Pross sacrificed her life day by day for Lucie to have a better life. Ms. Pross simply devoted her life to Lucie, and her well being which is shown when Mr. Lorry describes Ms. Pross's devotion, "there is nothing better in the world than the faithful service of the heart; so rendered and so free from any mercenary taint" (87). Ms. Pross was sacrificed things everyday by simply being devoted to Lucie. She did everything she could so that Lucie could have the best possible life. Ms. Pross's devotion is demonstrated once again on page 86 when she is described as, "one of those unselfish creatures found only among women who will for pure love and admiration, bind themselves willing slaves, to youth when they have lost it, to beauty that they never had, to accomplishments that they were never fortunate enough to gain and to bright hopes that never shined upon their own somber lives." Ms. Pross sacrificed her hopes and dreams so that Lucie might have her own hopes and dreams fulfilled. Ms. Pross did not have all the beauty and fortune in the world, but she lived so that Lucie might someday. Ms. Pross's ultimate sacrifice of devotion was when she put her own life at risk to save Lucie's along with others, as she struggled with Madame Defarge to protect their safety. Because Ms. Pross was diligent enough to make sure that Lucie's trip was safe; Lucie's life was saved, at what could have cost Ms. Pross her life. By Ms. Pross's willingness to do anything for Lucie, Lucie's life was saved.

Ultimately, it was the sacrifices made by people like Ms. Pross and Sydney Carton that allowed people to live. Through their numerous sacrifices, the value of life is measured in A Tale of Two Cities, and their sacrifices give life to a time that was filled with much more death than life. Just as Jesus' sacrifice allowed people to have life, the sacrifices of Dr. Manette, Ms. Pross, and Carton allowed people to live.

Visual Representation – Theme Assignment

Locate a passage in the book that contributes to the development of one of the major themes in the work you read. Copy the passage on a sheet of paper. Explain why the passage is important/significant.  Illustrate the theme in a visual using one of the following choices.

1. Theme Jacket – Design a book jacket with title, author, and illustration depicting theme on outside cover. On inside, paste the passage and explanation. On back cover, create a new quote (title it as (your name)’s Quote  -- example: Kathy’s Quote. The new quote should be a statement about the theme. For example, to explain life’s uncertainties, instead of  “Life Is Like A Box…” you would write your own new quote, such as “The Only Thing Certain About Life is Its Uncertainties.”

2. A creation of your choice – Be imaginative. Create a visual that depicts a major theme in your book.  3-D creations make for interesting visuals. You may use shoeboxes, poster boards, fabrics, artifacts, etc. Attach the passage and explanation to your creation. It may be stapled, glued, or attached in some other creative manner.  

You will present your visual project to the class.

Rubric 

Design/creation is representative of theme

40%

Includes passage and statement of significance



About the theme




25%

Includes original quote



20%

Creation is visually appealing



15%

Give each person in the group marks in each category based on the following scale:


4 = Excellent


3 = Good


2 = Average


1= Poor


0 = No effort
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