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Pre-AP Key Vocabulary Words

Grade 8, Fourth Six Weeks

Literary Terms:

· Character

· Conclusions

· Conflict

· Inferences

· Irony

· Mood

· Plot

· Setting

· Style

· Tone

Writing Terms:

· Conclusions

· Inferences

· Integrated Support

· Irony

· Proof

I-search Terms:

· Assumption
· Body

· Classification

· Conclusion

· Definition
· Division

· Introduction

· Research
· Theme
· Topic
I-search Overview

I-search versus re-search is the ability to find a topic that you are interested in and to initiate a search of that topic to discover meaningful answers instead of re-discovering the answers of others.

After a personally, meaningful topic is chosen and approved by your English teacher, the I-search paper is written in three sections. 

Introduction (Section ONE) ALERT section ONE must be done before any research or information gathering takes place

Include information in this section describes…

What I knew 

BEFORE beginning your research, write out the information that you already know and believe about your topic.


What I want to know

Using three guiding questions, describe what you hope to find out that you do not already know.  Your three questions must be specific and direct, yet broad enough to guide your search.

You will also choose an organizational style that compliments your topic to guide your writing.  The choices include Classification, Division, and Definition.

Main Body of Paper (Section TWO)

This section describes your search (the story of the “hunt” to find information to answer your questions).  Notes should be kept in a blue book in a journal format to reference later.

You will be evaluating print, Internet, and interview sources for validity and ethical relevance.

Conclusion (Section THREE)
The final section of your paper describes what you have learned about what you already knew, believed and wanted to know.  You will also include a reference section to cite and document where you found your information.

Depending on your organizational style, you will be using personal, persuasive, and/or types of appeals to discuss your findings.

Reminders Each section will be due separately and the last due date will require that all sections are peer-edited, proofread, and ready for final folder.  All drafts, notes, interviews, and research memorabilia should be turned in a 2-pocket folder.

December 14, 2006

Dear Students and Parents,

Soon after our return from Holiday break we are going to be beginning one of my favorite units of the year—the I-search paper.  This paper is an opportunity for each student to research and find answers to a relevant and personal question.   It is imperative that all students understand the purpose of the paper and take gathering their topic seriously.  This is a subject they will be working with until the first week of March.  The other important part of picking a topic is that students must be able to interview someone to gather information.  Please take the time to consider topics of personal interest.

Attached is a schedule of the I-search paper sections and due dates (though like all academic schedules, this schedule may need to be adjusted due to progress).  You’ll notice that there is a short list of materials needed to complete the paper.  Materials need to be brought to class on January 13, 2006.  Without them students will find themselves struggling to maintain organization, a key and instrumental aspect of doing well on the project.

Materials needed:

1 package of 3 X 5 note cards (lined or unlined)

1 package of thin markers or colored pencils

1 bluebook (may be purchased at the school store or any UT bookstore)

1 two-pocket folder without brads

If purchasing any of the above is difficult please let me know.  As well, if you can purchase more than one of the following to help another student, please bring the extras to class.

I am looking forward to returning and to working on this wonderful project.

Sincerely,

Ima Teacher

Pre-AP I-search paper

Options for Organization

As you come up with a topic you would like to study, you will also decide the organizational pattern under the Exposition Mode that most closely fits your overall purpose.  The following organizational patterns are options from which you are to choose.

· Classification: thinking about a subject, by identifying the subject as a part of a larger group with shared features.  (Examples: teen depression in comparison to adult depression or the fashion industry’s work to attract teens)    

· Division: Breaking a subject into smaller segments. (Examples: steps to get into UT, or ways to be more nutritious)

· Definition: Placing a subject into an appropriate group and then differentiating the subject from the other sections of the group.  The first step limits the meaning of the subject; the second step specifies its meaning.  In prose, definitions are often extended by illustrations and examples. (Examples: use of tobacco among teens, or buying your first car)

(Adapted from The AP Vertical Teams Guide for English)

Topic idea:____________________________________________

Which organizational pattern fits the purpose of your paper most closely?

Why do you think so?  Be specific about what you would like to learn through this project.

Teacher approval ____________________________________        date __________
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For I-search paper 2006
Friday, January 13 -- Topics and parent signature due in class.  We will share topics and help each other gain meaningful research leads.  PLEASE…do not start researching.  If you must pick a different topic due to teacher or parent request you must do so by Monday, January 16.

Friday, January 20 -- Introduction, section ONE (What I Know, What I Want to Know) due at the beginning of class for peer conference.

January 23 thru January 30 research to be completed in and outside of school.  Journals and note cards will be written to capture your hunt for answers.  All the information, interviews, and notes taken will help to write section TWO.

Friday, February 10 -- Main Body of Paper, section TWO (Research story and Journal) due at the beginning of class for peer conference.

Friday, February 17 -- Conclusion, section THREE (What I Learned and References) due at the beginning of class for peer conference.

Wednesday, March 1--Final piece due in 2-pocket folder at the beginning of class.  All three sections should be revised, proofread, and edited.  Folder should also include note cards, research memorabilia, and journal.

Name_________________________________   Date_____________________

Thinking about Our I-Search Research

The following questions are designed to think about your I-Search research. Please take this opportunity to ponder over the strengths and weaknesses of your research because you will need to be a very thoughtful researcher when you begin writing your I-Search paper.

1. What pattern(s)/theme(s) did you find in your research?

2. What interesting ideas about your topic emerged for you?

3. Did your research surprise you in any way?

4. What assumptions did you make about your topic in your research?

5. Evaluate your process of data collection (observations, note-taking etc.). In what ways was it effective? Ineffective? Why?

What ideas can you take with you when you begin your I-Search paper? 
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Name_________________________________   Date_____________________

Thinking about Our I-Search Research
The following questions are designed to think about your I-Search research. Please take this opportunity to ponder over the strengths and weaknesses of your research because you will need to be a very thoughtful researcher when you begin writing your I-Search paper.
6. What pattern(s)/theme(s) did you find in your research?

7. What interesting ideas about your topic emerged for you?

8. Did your research surprise you in any way?

9. What assumptions did you make about your topic in your research?

10. Evaluate your process of data collection (observations, note-taking etc.). In what ways was it effective? Ineffective? Why?
11.  What ideas can you take with you when you begin your I-Search paper?

 “Prove it….” Using Text Support

Read the excerpt from Kavik: The Wolf  Dog pages 14-16 about Kavik, Charlie One Eye’s dog.

For each inference statement below, find proof in the text.

Rewrite the statement, embedding the quotation within the sentence.

sample: 

“In the months that followed, Kavik fulfilled all of Charlie One Eye’s predictions. He grew big, strong, and smart. Charlie saw to it the wolf side of his nature was not neglected. ‘A lead dog’s gotta be a fighter,’ he insisted. ‘Got to lick every dog in the team to keep ‘em in line.’ He showed Kavik no sympathy or mercy. The dog never heard a kind or encouraging word or felt the touch of a gentle hand. Kavik took out his anger at Charlie on the rest of the team. This was as Charlie One Eye wanted” (13).

Infer: Charlie needed Kavik to be tough.

Inference with proof:  Charlie “showed Kavik no sympathy or mercy” because he needed Kavik to be tough.

Infer: Kavik is part wolf.

Inference with proof: 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Infer: Charlie One Eye and his team win the North American Sled Dog Derby.

Inference with proof: 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Infer: George C. Hunter is a businessman.

Inference with proof: 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Infer: George C. Hunter wants to buy Kavik.

Inference with proof: 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

“Prove It’s” borrowed from Jody Hughes, Doss Elementary.

INTEGRATED SUPPORT

The TAKS rubric for literary or expository response requires an answer that is “strongly supported with clear, relevant integrated text.” Integrated means that the quoted text flows with your own answer. Remember that the support may be directly quoted text, paraphrased text, or a synopsis of text. We have agreed in class that directly quoted text is the strongest.

When you quote from a literary or expository text, you may choose to use a signal phrase or to integrate the quoted words into your own sentence.

Using a signal phrase to introduce quotation:


Molly Hays, a static character, remains consistently eager to help the Continental Army. She says at the beginning of the story, “I for one, wish I could do more to help General Washington.”

Embedding the quotation into your sentence:


At the end of the story, Molly continues to eagerly help the cause of freedom even when she realizes that a cannonball had “passed right between Molly’s legs, tearing away a great hunk of her dress and petticoats.” She even continues to work as cannonmate after the nearly fatal incident, further marking her as a static character.

Mark modified quotations with brackets – that included ANY modifications: changing capitalization, changing verb tense, changing a pronoun to a noun, anything!

original text: “You’ll have to. Everyone will. The Crown or the Patriots” (Rinaldi 6)

modified text: “You’ll have to [choose]. Everyone will. The Crown or the Patriots” (Rinaldi 6)

created for English 8 by S. Brennan

INTEGRATED SUPPORT
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At the end of the story, Molly continues to eagerly help the cause of freedom even when she realizes that a cannonball had “passed right between Molly’s legs, tearing away a great hunk of her dress and petticoats.” She even continues to work as cannonmate after the nearly fatal incident, further marking her as a static character.
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original text: “You’ll have to. Everyone will. The Crown or the Patriots” (Rinaldi 6)
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created for English 8 by S. Brennan

Fixing “deadwood”

“Deadwood” refers to words that bring nothing to a sentence; they sit there on the page, but they contribute nothing!

These are examples of deadwood:

There is…

Here are…

It was…

There had been…

To fix deadwood, find the real subject of your sentence and choose a strong verb to go with it.

Example:

There is a hole in my brand new sock! (all reader will ‘see’ is a sock)

I found a hole in my brand new sock! (now reader ‘sees’ a person and a sock!)

It was a horrible day for a picnic.

The children huddled under the awning bemoaning the ruined picnic.

Here are some reasons why they lost the game.

In the huddle, the players discussed the reasons why they lost the game.

TRY THESE:

There are ten ants crawling on the table.

Here is an MVP award.

It was 100 degrees.

Here’s your make-up work.

WATCH OUT FOR EMBEDDED DEADWOOD:

After the thunderstorm, there were messes everywhere.

Tone/Attitude Words

1.        accusatory-charging of wrongdoing

2.        apathetic-indifferent due to lack of energy or concern

3.        awed-solemn wonder

4.        bitter-exhibiting strong animosity as a result of pain or grief

5.        cynical-questions the basic sincerity and goodness of people

6.        condescending-a feeling of superiority

7.        callous-unfeeling, insensitive to feelings of others

8.        contemplative-studying, thinking, reflecting on an issue

9.        critical-finding fault

10.     choleric-hot-tempered, easily angered

11.     contemptuous-showing or feeling that something is worthless or lacks respect

12.     caustic-intense use of sarcasm; stinging, biting

13.     conventional-lacking spontaneity, originality, and individuality

14.     disdainful-scornful

15.     didactic-author attempts to educate or instruct the reader

16.     derisive-ridiculing, mocking

17.     earnest-intense, a sincere state of mind

18.     erudite-learned, polished, scholarly

19.     fanciful-using the imagination

20.     forthright-directly frank without hesitation

21.     gloomy-darkness, sadness, rejection

22.     haughty-proud and vain to the point of arrogance

23.     indignant-marked by anger aroused by injustice

24.     intimate-very familiar

25.     judgmental-authoritative and often having critical opinions

26.     jovial-happy, jolly

27.     lyrical-expressing a poet’s inner feelings; emotional; full of images; song-like

28.     matter-of-fact--accepting of conditions; not fanciful or emotional

29.     mocking-treating with contempt or ridicule

30.     morose-gloomy, sullen, surly, despondent

31.     malicious-purposely hurtful

32.     objective-an unbiased view-able to leave personal judgments aside

33.     optimistic-hopeful, cheerful

34.     obsequious-polite and obedient in order to gain something

35.     patronizing-air of condescension

36.     pessimistic-seeing the worst side of things; no hope

37.     quizzical-odd, eccentric, amusing

38.     ribald-offensive in speech or gesture

39.     reverent-treating a subject with honor and respect

40.     ridiculing-slightly contemptuous banter; making fun of

41.     reflective-illustrating innermost thoughts and emotions

42.     sarcastic-sneering, caustic

43.     sardonic-scornfully and bitterly sarcastic

44.     satiric-ridiculing to show weakness in order to make a point, teach

45.     sincere-without deceit or pretense; genuine

46.     solemn-deeply earnest, tending toward sad reflection

47.     sanguineous -optimistic, cheerful

48.     whimsical-odd, strange, fantastic; fun

TONE = the attitude a writer takes toward a subject in his/her writing

Attitude words:

Subjects:

Read the following passages to determine a common subject and the author’s tone in each.

Suzanne leaned back on the sofa and breathed a sigh of relief.  This day had finally ended.  After twelve hours at work, she could finally breathe again.  The fragrant merlot in her goblet shimmered in the evening light.  Taking a sip, Suzanne thought of the day, practicing the relaxation technique she’d learned earlier in the summer. Scene by scene flitted by as she sipped the sweet wine.  She breathed again while the tingly alcohol reached her stomach and sent waves of soothing refreshment throughout her limbs.  She let her mind drift away from the office scenes to the vacation she had planned with Bill, in the wine country in northern California.

The sour taste of wine permeated Barbara’s throat as she staggered from her bed.  Groggily, she made it to the bathroom, but her head felt as if it was stuffed with cotton and peanut butter.  A glance in the mirror reminded her of the night before.  She remembered the music, the chardonnay, the dancing, the smoke-filled room and then a wave of nausea swept up from her gut.  She swayed before lurching toward the toilet.  How many glasses had she drunk? When had she arrived home? How would she make it through work today?

SOAPSTone

Who is the Speaker?

What is the Occasion?

Who is the Audience?

What is the Purpose?

What is the Subject?

What is the Tone?
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A good scientist is someone who….





� Says
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A good artist is someone who….





� Says
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