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6th Six Weeks Appendix 

Pages 1-19

Pre-AP Key Vocabulary Words

Grade 7, Sixth Six Weeks

Literary Terms:

· Tone

· Mood 

· Plot

· Setting

· Character

Writing Terms/Assignments:

· Argument

· Open-ended response

· Literary terms

· Literature Circle Responses/reader response

Grammar Terms:

· Parts of speech (focus on concepts and skills where students have not reached a mastery level)

Genre Terms:

· Novel

Teacher’s Note:

The unit should emphasize close reading strategies – annotation, determining audience, determining author’s purpose, determining main idea, inference, prediction, discussion, and summary.

Literature Circles at a Glance
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Literature Circles

A Literature Circle is a student centered reading activity for a group of approximately four to six students. Each member of a circle is assigned a role: amazing artist, craft connector, discussion director, passage picker, or word wizard (see roles sheet on the following page). The roles help guide each student during their independent reading and literature circle meetings. Students are in charge of the discussion and the decision of how many pages will be read before the next meeting. Literature Circles provide an opportunity for students to control their own learning: to engage in meaningful conversation about a text and showcase an in-depth understanding about the work. In the Pre-AP literature circle, observation and commentary about literary elements, the author’s style, and word selection (author’s use of imagery, details, diction, theme, figurative language, or sound devices) should be emphasized.
Literature Circles

1. Students choose their own novels, or teachers may select a series of titles and allow student to choose one. 

2. Small groups of students are formed, based on each student’s book choice (different groups read different books).

3. Groups meet on a schedule designated by the teacher/group’s discussion director to converse about their reading. This meeting day is termed a “literature circle meeting.”

4. Each student has a role that he/she assumes during the course of his/her reading and literature circle meetings. The student must prepare for his/her role, prior to the assigned discussion day.  

5. Students use their notes and illustrations (defined by their assigned roles) to guide both their reading and discussion. 

6. Discussion topics are generated by the students and should springboard from their dialectal reading journals.

7. Group meetings are intended to be free, meaningful conversations about the books, so personal connections, literature analysis commentary, and open-ended questions are encouraged during the course of discussion. 

8. Students may assume a variety of roles (see role sheet in appendix) during the course of the novel and literature circle discussions. Teachers may assign two or more roles to each student to further prepare for the literature circle meeting.

	9. The teacher is a facilitator, not a group member.

10. Evaluation may be through teacher observation, teacher evaluation of student’s written work products (notes or drawings that prepared the student for his/her role), and student self-evaluation/peer evaluation.

11. When novels are completed, each group shares their novel with the class to promote other classmates to read it. Then, new groups may be formed for new literature circles with new reading choices.


Literature Circles: How do I do it?
1. Select members for the literature circles (discussion groups). 

2. Assign role(s) for the members of each circle. * 
3. Assign reading to be completed by the circles inside or outside of class. 4. After the first session, students may generate their own reading calendar with dates for assigned reading. 
5. Identify literature circle meeting dates for class. 
Instruct and prepare for their roles in their literature circle.
6. Act as a facilitator for the literature circles. 
7. Make all students accountable through self-evaluation and teacher evaluation.
8. Monitor students for reading and writing preparation, and discussion contributions.
* Students may be assigned more that one role to prepare for discussion. Ex. Each student may be required to prepare three discussion questions (1 level one, 1 level 2, and 1 level 3), 1 connection (text to self, text to world, or text to text), and 1 passage selection with an explanation of why he/she selected it. In addition, students may be asked to analyze passages their circle meeting for any of the following grade 7 pre-AP focus items: 

Character

· Characterization

· Antagonist/protagonist

· Flat/round

· Motivation

Detail

Diction

Imagery

Plot

· Conflict

· Flashback

· Foreshadowing

· Suspense

Point of view

· Person

· Perspective  

Setting

Style 

Theme

Tone 

Figures of Speech

· Metaphor

· Oxymorin

· Personification

· Simile

Sound Devices

· Alliteration

· Assonance

· Consonance

· Onomatopoeia

· Rhyme

· Rhythm

Grammar – purposeful language for effect
Literature Circle Roles*

Amazing Artist

Your job is to draw a picture or image that will help your group better understand what you read. You may draw a character or characters, a setting or settings, a problem or an event, an important or surprising part, or a prediction that you’ve made. Draw on a piece of white paper and create a drawing or picture (your choice). Do not tell others what your drawing is from the novel. Let them guess or talk about it first. Discuss how others might have drawn the same scene.

Crafty Connector

Your job is to find connections between the book and the world outside. Connect the reading to your own life, happenings at school, happenings in the neighborhood, similar events at other times and places, other people or problems, other books or stories, other writings on the same topic, or other writings by the same author. Begin by saying: This part of the book reminded me of...

Dialogue Director

Your job is to start a conversation with the group and lead the discussion about the reading. Make sure that everyone has a chance to speak! Think of questions that have multiple answers so that your discussion can cover multiple perspectives! Good ways to start questions are:


Why...?


What if...?


How...?


What difference...?


What do you think about...?


How do you feel about...?


Can you explain...?


What is the evidence for...?

Passage Picker 

Your job is to pick parts of the story that you want to read aloud to your group. These can be: a good part, a funny part, a scary part, an interesting part, a part filled with good writing, or a good description. Be sure to mark the passages with a Post-It note and practice reading them aloud with 

Feeling. Be ready to tell the group why you chose the passage. Use this format on your Post-It note:

Page#
           Paragraph #
        Why Chosen?

Word Whiz

Your job is to look for special words in the reading. The words might be new, different, strange, funny, interesting, important, difficult, tricky, or challenging when you find a word that you want to talk about, mark it with a Post-It note or write it down somewhere safe. Use this format:

Word/Def.
       Page #        Why I Picked It

Questions to pose in discussion:


How does this word fit in the story?


Does anyone know the meaning?


Can anyone think of similar words?


* Other roles may be created at the discretion of the teacher.

Adapted from Literature Circles: Voice and choice in the student-centered classroom by Harvey Daniels, Stenhouse Publishers, York, ME.

Student: ___________________________________ Date: ________________ 

Book: ____________________________ Role/Role(s): _________________________

Literature Circle Evaluation: Pre-Discussion
Pre-discussion expectations (circle the number that best applies to your effort and labor).

	4
	3
	2
	0

	I completed all pre-discussion responsibilities for today's literature circle discussion session and had all the materials prepared for class (reading, role, and discussion questions).
	I completed the reading for today’s literature circle discussion and had all the materials prepared for class (reading, role, and discussion questions, but did not have my book in class).
	I completed the reading but did not complete my role preparation and discussion questions for class, so I will complete the   alternative assignment to earn a grade.
	I did not complete my pre-discussion responsibilities that included reading, my role preparation, and discussion questions, so I will earn a 0 for my effort and labor today.


Score: ______________

Comment(s):

Student: _______________________________ Date: _______________________ 

Book: _________________________ Role/Role(s): _________________________

Literature Circle Evaluation: During Discussion 
Literature Circle Discussion Session (circle the number that best applies to your effort and labor):

	4
	3
	2
	0

	I posed more than two questions to consider in today's discussion and clearly explained and supported my ideas with textual evidence all the time.
I supported, encouraged, or responded to the ideas, thoughts, or questions of others all the time.
I always remained focused on the topic of the discussion.

I always respected the presence, ideas, and contributions of literature circle members.
	I posed two questions to consider in today's discussion and clearly explained and supported my ideas with textual evidence most of the time.
I supported, encouraged, or responded to the ideas, thoughts, or questions of other members most of the time.
Most of the time I remained focused on the topic of the discussion.

Most of the time I respected the presence, ideas, and contributions of literature circle members.
	I posed one question to consider in today's discussion and clearly explained and supported my ideas with textual evidence some of the time.

I once supported, encouraged, or responded to the ideas, thoughts, or questions of other members some of the time.

Some of the time I remained focused on the topic of the discussion.
Some of the time I respected the presence, ideas, and contributions of literature circle members.
	I did not participate in the discussion. Instead I read my novel/selection to catch up with the assigned reading. I will earn a 0 for my effort and labor today.


Score: ______________

Comment(s): 

Name _______________________ Novel Title______________________________

Group Name ________________________________________________________________

Literature Circle Evaluation

The following scale is a way to evaluate your fellow literature circle group members and yourself for participation. Please be sincere and reasonable when rating yourself and the group members. Any information shared will remain confidential. Please consider all portions of the circle: completion of roles, contributions to the discussions, planning, presentation, cooperation etc. The final grade will be based on teacher, group, and self-evaluation.

Questions to ask about yourself/the members:

Was I/the member prepared?

Did I/the member perform his/her job well?

Did I/the member share his/her ideas?

Did I/the member listen to others?

Did I/the member complete his/her job sheet?
The people in my group contributed to our literature circle according to the following scale:


 0 = not at all (met no responsibilities)


 1 = very little effort (met a 1-2 responsibilities listed above)


 2 = some effort put forth (met 3-4 responsibilities listed above)


 3 = good effort put forth (met all responsibilities listed above) 

   
4 = an outstanding group member (met all responsibilities listed above; participant gave 100% effort and went over and above job description)

	Group Members
	Rating
	Comment(s)

	1.


	
	

	2.


	
	

	3.


	
	

	4.


	
	

	5. (You)


	
	


Additional comment(s) about the literature circle experience:

Dialectical Reading Journal Assignment for Pre-AP Literature Circles


[image: image3.wmf]
Independent Reading Project

PURPOSE 

The dialectal reading journal’s is intended to be a tool to stimulate class discussions of literature circle readings and to better help you understand the reading selection(s). 

REQUIRED 

Students should set up their dialectal journals according to the dialectal journal handout.

· At the top of the page, be sure to write the title of what you are reading and the date.

· The dialectal journal should contain at least two entries per chapter read.
· The length of each entry is less important than the content- - the entry should showcase meaningful thoughts about the reading.
HOW-TO

You will dialogue with yourself about the text. In the left column, write plot details, quotes, passages indicated by page and paragraph number, or the first and last words of the passage. In the right column, comment on the specific entry.

Entry GUIDELINES[image: image4.wmf]
The writer may:

· respond thoughtfully to the author’s works.

· include excerpts or quotes from the author’s works.

· identify examples of and provide commentary about the author’s use of imagery, detail, diction, theme, figurative language, or sound devices. 

· provide commentary on the author’s purpose if possible.

· provide commentary about the similarities and differences between two or more works.

· make connections between the author’s works, other texts, movies, your life, and if possible, the author’s life.

· pose question(s).

· build an argument about a statement.
· create an answer to a question posed.
NON-negotiables

Each entry:

· should have no conventions errors.

· be written in complete sentences.

· be written in black/blue ink in your dialectal journal or may be typed in 12-point Times New Roman font, double-spaced, with one inch margins on white paper.
Dialectical Journal Student Handout

The dialectical journal is another name for a reader response journal that features two-column note taking. In your journal, you will choose meaningful quotes or excerpts from your novel/short story and respond to each of them accordingly. 

How Do I Keep A Dialectical Journal?
Your journal will use a two-column form:
· Fold the page in your journal in half.

· In the left-hand column, write down quotations or excerpts (i.e. words, images, phrases, or details) from your novel/short story that you think are interesting or important.
· In the right hand column, write down your own thoughts, commentary, and questions about the quotations/excerpts in the left-hand column. Reponses may include: 

· A summary of the text

· Connections (Reminds you of …a movie, another book, real life, personal experience, song, or news/current events)

· Critique - state what you like or dislike about the text and explain why

· Examination and commentary about the author's style and word selection (author’s use of imagery, detail, diction, theme, figurative language, or sound devices)
· Don’t forget to document your page numbers for each quote or excerpt!
· Remember to pay close attention to the conventions and content. Proofread your journal entries and as always, turn in your very best effort! Support your ideas with evidence, quotes, or examples, from the text. 

Dialectal Journal Example 

	      Text                                  Page #



	                     Commentary


Dialectal Journal Rubric [image: image5.wmf]
	Criteria
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Each dialectal journal contains the appropriate number of entries.
	15
	12
	9
	6

	Each dialectal journal entry should have a thesis or main point that it argues throughout. 
	25
	20
	15
	10

	All dialectal journal topic sentences must be supported logically with textual evidence, class novel), personal experience, or other relevant sources and arranged meaningful into paragraphs. The writer may:

- respond thoughtfully to the author’s works.

- include excerpts or quotes from the author’s works.

- identify examples of and - provide commentary about the author’s use of imagery, detail, diction, theme, figurative language, or sound devices. 

- provide commentary on the author’s purpose if possible.

- provide commentary about the similarities and differences between two or more works.

- make connections between the author’s works, other texts, movies, your life, and if possible, the author’s life.

- pose question(s); create an answer to a question posed

- build an argument about a statement
	25
	20
	15
	10

	Each dialectal journal entry is written clearly in complete sentences and provides many details. 
	15
	12
	9
	6

	The dialectal journal writing must be of the highest quality in both content and conventions. (spelling, capitalization, punctuation, grammar, usage, and sentence structure).
	15
	12
	9
	6

	All dialectal journal entries must be written in blue or black ink on notebook paper with clean edges, or typed, 12-point font, double-spaced on white computer paper. 

All entries should include plot details, quotes, passages indicated by page and paragraph number, or the first and last words of the passage in the left hand column. In the right column, commentary about the specific entry should be provided.
	5
	4
	3
	2


Dialectal Journal Grade: __________

Comments:
PRE-AP LITERARY LETTER ASSIGNMENT[image: image6.wmf]
PURPOSE

When you initially read your literature text, you are trying to understand it for literal comprehension. Upon a second read, the reader begins his/her analysis, and begins to look at the points of view suggested by the text, by other readers, and by comparing it to other works. For purposes of this assignment, literary letters are letters you write to your classmates and/or to your teacher in response to your literature circle reading analysis.

ASSIGNMENT

Compose three literary letters: 

· 1 letter to a classmate participating in your literature circle in regards to your literature circle text (counts as a formal paper grade)

· 1 letter to the teacher regarding your literature circle text (counts as a formal paper grade)

· 1 response letter to the literary letter you receive from a classmate (counts as a daily grade)

REQUIRED 

Students should adhere to the following criteria:

· Business Letter Format – The letter to your classmate and teacher includes return address, inside address, date, salutation, at least 250 words, closing, and signature (then type name).  

· Letters are written in black ink or 12 point, Times New Roman font.
· All literary letters must be at least 250 words long. When you write to your classmate, please give a copy to the teacher first, so he/she can give you credit for credit for writing it. In turn, the teacher will then deliver it to the student for whom it was intended. He/she will then write a response letter back to you. When you write your letter to the teacher, the teacher will respond by writing comment(s) back to you.

· The introduction of the letter should include the title of the book, the author’s name, and a brief summary of the work.

· Direct quotes or excerpts from the author’s work must be included in the body of the letter.

LETTER CONTENT[image: image7.wmf]
The writer may:

· write about an idea or character that interests you.

· write about your reading: what you are enjoying, what puzzles you, what you are learning from the book.

· write about what you observed about the book.

·  react to the content of the book.

· make connections between the author’s works, other texts, movies, your life, and if possible, the author’s life.

· identify examples of and provide commentary about the author’s use of imagery, detail, diction, theme, figurative language, or sound devices.

· provide commentary on the author’s purpose if possible.

· pose question(s) about the book.

HAPPY LITERARY LETTER WRITING!

Pre-AP Literary Letter Model Student Handout




Name: ______________________________ Period: ____________

Literary Letter Assessment Sheet

	CRITERIA
	POINT STRUCTURE
	(x) POINTS EARNED
	TOTAL POINTS

	Business Letter Format – The letter includes return address, inside address, date, salutation, at least 250 words, closing, and signature (then type name).  

Letter is written in black ink or 12 point, Times New Roman font.
	The writer did not follow the specific business letter format and made many errors. (5) 

The writer follows the business letter format and made a few errors. (10) 

The writer met all criteria of a business letter and made no errors. (15) 
	5   _____

10 _____

15 _____
	

	Introduction – The introduction of the letter should include the title of the book, the author’s name, and a brief summary of the work.
	Paragraph barely addresses the title of the book, the author’s name, and a brief summary of the work.

Paragraph does not fully address the title of the book, the author’s name, and a brief summary of the work. (10)

Paragraph fully features the title of the book, the author’s name, and a brief summary of the work. (15)

	5   _____

10 _____

15 _____
	

	LETTER CONTENT - In the body of the letter, the writer may include the following: 

The writer may:

· write about an idea or character that interests you.

· write about your reading: what you are enjoying, what puzzles you, what you are learning from your book.

· write about what you noticed about the book.

·  react to the content of the book.

· make connections between the author’s works, other texts, movies, your life, and if possible, the author’s life.

· identify examples of and provide commentary about the author’s use of imagery, detail, diction, theme, figurative language, or sound devices.

· provide commentary on the author’s purpose if possible.

· pose question(s) about the book.
	The writer poorly describes connections to the book and makes few observations about the author’s work, nor does he/she express questions or emotions raised by the literature. The writing does not meet or meets very little of the criteria. (30)

The writer does not fully describe connections to the book and makes few observations about the author’s work, and he/she addresses questions or emotions raised by the literature in a skeletal manner. The writing meets some of the criteria. (40)

The writer fully describes connections to the book and makes multiple observations about the author’s work, and he/she expresses several questions or emotions raised by the literature. The writing meets almost all of the  criteria. (50)
	30 _____

40 _____

55 _____
	

	DIRECT QUOTES - Direct quotes or excerpts from the author’s work must be included in the body of the letter.


	The writer includes no or few quotes/excerpts from the author’s work and uses quotations ineffectively - - many errors. (4)

The writer includes very few quotes/excerpts from the author’s work and makes several errors when using quotations. (7)

The writer includes many quotes/excerpts from the author’s work and uses quotations effectively - - little or no errors. (10)
	4   _____

7   _____

10 _____
	

	CONVENTION AND SENTENCE STRUCTURE

The writer demonstrates a consistent command of conventions (spelling, capitalization, punctuation, grammar, usage) and writes the letter with a variety (i.e. simple, compound, and compound-complex) of effective sentences.
	The writer has a limited control of conventions and writes some awkward sentences that limit the overall effectiveness of the letter. (4)

The writer generally demonstrates a good command of conventions and usually writes sentences that contribute to the overall effectiveness of the letter. (7)

The writer demonstrates consistent command of conventions and writes sentences that contribute to the overall effectiveness of the letter. (10)
	4   _____

7   _____

10 _____
	

	GRAND TOTAL


	


COMMENT (S):

Teacher Notes for Concrete/Abstract Activity

Why concrete/abstract?
By introducing students to the concept that words can be concrete or abstract, we give them another tool to refine their writing. When faced with the task of describing an abstract word using only concrete words, students will learn to describe more accurately. 

The Lesson

The purpose of this lesson is to have students discuss the difference between abstract and concrete words, and to write about an abstract word using only concrete words in their final draft. 

Outline for Lesson

I. This lesson works especially well if students are reading the novel Where the Red Fern Grows. In chapter two, Wilson Rawls talks about how he had a bad case of puppy love (an abstract word) and then goes on to explain that it is the kind of love a person has for a four-legged friend that wiggles its tail and licks your face. This is a perfect example for introducing the lesson, and even if students are not reading the novel, reading that first paragraph or two of chapter two will be enough to help them get the idea. 

II. Discuss the difference between concrete and abstract words. Use BK English pages L47-L49 as a resource.

A. If kids are having trouble, have them identify the nouns in the BK English on p. L48 and identify whether they are abstract or concrete.

B. Another way to reinforce the idea is to have kids generate their own lists of words. They can share their lists with each other and “quiz” each other on whether their words are concrete or abstract.

C. Included in this lesson is a handout quiz, as well as a word list.

III. After students can easily identify words as concrete or abstract, introduce the activity.  See assignment sheet attached.

A. There are several ways to have kids choose abstract words to write about:

1. Have kids generate their won lists of 5-6 words. Have them pick a favorite word on the list. (They should have 5-6 in case anyone else in the class has the same word.)

2. Have kids help you make a list. Write each word on a separate piece of paper. Kids will draw their word randomly from a hat or other container. 

3. Have kids use the word list. They will need to place a star by several words they would like to write about. In order to avoid duplication within a class, have kids choose back up words. 

4. NOTE: It is very important that a student knows the meaning of a word; otherwise it is difficult to write about.  

B. Give the students a week to write their first draft. During this time, introduce the example paragraph, included. Have students circle all the abstract words in the draft. Share with them the second draft, and have them do the same thing. Repeat with third draft.

C. Have students share first draft with each other to look for abstract words only. Give students another week until next draft is due. (This is hard, it will take a week.)

D. Conference with each student and read their drafts purely for the purpose of finding abstract words, offering pointers, etc. before the final draft is due. 

E. Have students brainstorm criteria for the final draft.

F. Develop and share a rubric for grading purposes.

Abstract and Concrete Quiz 


Name___________________

Circle the ABSRACT words.

1. bad

6. fantastic

11. happy

16. love

2. red

7. Mr. Smith

12. nine

17. fight

3. 14 feet tall
8. Sixth Street

13. alive

18. angry

4. delicious
9. bluish-green

14. dance

19. daughter

5. super

10. best

15. desk

20. favorite

Write down your own ABSTRACT judgment words to complete the following sentences: 

21. The enchiladas were steaming hot, just out of the oven, and the smell of green chile and onion was making his mouth water. He ______________

Maria’s enchiladas.

22. Sally found her mother’s wedding dress in the attic and thought it was the most ___________________ thing she had ever seen. It was made of white satin, rimmed in lace, and there were tiny pearls stitched into lily and rose patterns.

23. Mimi’s costume at the “salon” was so ______________________ that nobody could bear to look at her. It was purple and turquoise and puffy at her shoulders. I think it had some polka dot pattern on it somewhere, but the worst part was that it was so tight and clingy on here that everyone could see every rippling bulge across her middle. It was _________________________!


Fill in the blanks with your own concrete description s to complete the following sentences. Make your descriptions concrete and specific. The more actions and actual objects you can include in the description, the better.

24. My dog (or other pet) is the greatest because _____________________

25. Valerie is so afraid of the dark that _______________________________

Concrete Paragraph

Write a one-paragraph description of an abstract word. The title of your paragraph must be your word. The final draft of your paragraph must contain NO abstract words.

HINTS:

· Choose a concrete thing that represents or illustrates your word. (an object, an event, even a long list of objects to describe). 

· Use as many abstract words as necessary in your rough drafts. Then replace each abstract word with concrete descriptions as you revise your paragraphs. 

· You may end up with more than one paragraph by the time you reach your final draft. That’s okay.

· Pages   C90-C111 in your BK English book have information about writing paragraphs.

AN EXAMPLE CONCRETE PARAPGRAPH FOR NERVOUS

Read this rough draft paragraph. Underline all the concrete words and circle all the abstract words. Underline words or phrases twice that could be more specific. 


When my choir teacher announced that I would do a solo at our spring concert, I was so happy. Finally I would get to do what I loved—sing. I practiced diligently for weeks, because I didn’t want to forget any of the song. As the day of the concert grew closer, I began to have doubts. A thousand questions crowded my mind. What if I forget the words? What if I lose my voice?  I worried over and over for the days leading up to the concert. I was very nervous. 

NERVOUS: Second Draft

Read these paragraphs. Underline all the concrete words and circle all the abstract words. Underline words or phrases twice that could be more specific. 


“Students, I have an announcement to make about the spring concert,” said Mrs. Avery, our choir teacher. “This year the spring solo goes to Marie Hatfield.”


I could hardly believe what I’d heard. Finally, I would get to do what I’d always dreamed of, singing onstage. For the next few weeks leading up to the concert, I practiced daily, for hours at a time. I wanted to be sure I knew the song thoroughly. 


Yet as the day of the concert approached, I became more uncertain of myself. What of I forgot the words? What if I sang a wrong note? What if my voice gave out, or squeaked? I worried about making a mistake constantly. I even dreamed about walking on stage and trying to sing, only all I could do was mumble. The closer the concert got, the more I worried. I felt jumpy and shaky almost all the time. Finally, the big event arrived….

NERVOUS: Third Draft

Read these paragraphs. Underline all the concrete words and circle all the abstract words. Underline words or phrases twice that could be more specific. 


After three weeks of daily rehearsals, our spring concert arrived. I had spent extra hours practicing my solo, the first solo I would ever sing in public. As I stood backstage and waited for Mrs. Avery, our choir director, to introduce me, my palms began to sweat. Three times I dried them on my skirt, yet I could not stop them. My heart pounded inside my chest, and I swallowed and tried to take a deep breath in order to concentrate on the song I was prepared to sing. My tongue felt as if it were glued to my mouth, so I drank for a whole minute from the water fountain. I walked backstage, singing the song to myself under my breath. I wanted to be sure I remembered all the lyrics. 

Mrs. Avery finally called my name, and I heard the audience applaud. But I couldn’t move. My friend Janice gave me a gentle push, and I walked on stage.  As the music started, I tried to steady my knees, which were shaking.

From Ayn Grubb, Broken Arrow School District, OK. Presented at AISD Pre-AP training.






Return Address�City, State abbreviation zip�Date (write out either like May 1, 2005)


First and Last Name of the Person to whom you are writing �Address �City, State abbreviation zip 


Dear_________,





Introduction:


Title, author, brief summary





Body:  	


The writer may:


write about an idea or character that interests you.


write about your reading: what you are enjoying, what puzzles you, what you are learning from your book.


write about what you noticed about the book.


 react to the content of the book.


make connections between the author’s works, other texts, movies, your life, and if possible, the author’s life.


identify examples of and provide commentary about the author’s use of imagery, detail, diction, theme, figurative language, or sound devices.


provide commentary on the author’s purpose if possible.


pose question(s) about the book.





Sincerely,








Jill Smith


Jill Smith
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