
 

 

Vocab Wow! 

If you were to examine the 20,000 most used English words, you would find that about 5,000 
of them contain prefixes and that 82 percent (about 4,100) of those words use one of only 
fourteen different prefixes out of all the available prefixes in the language. 
 

Make a bookmark out of the table below so that you can review it several times a day. 

 

ab- away from 

be- on all sides, overly 

de- reversal, undoing, downward 

dis-, dif- not, reversal 

ex- out of, former 

pre- before 

re- again, restore 

un- do the opposite of 

ad- to, toward 

com-, con-, co- with, together 

en-, em- in, into, to cover or contain 

in- into, not 

pro- in favor of, before 

sub- under, beneath 
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