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100 Words to Know 

The editors of the American Heritage® dictionaries have compiled a list of 100 words they recommend 
every high school graduate should know. This list is only a beginning in having a strong vocabulary. How 
many do you know? How many can you use correctly? 

� Abjure 

� Abrogate 

� Abstemious 

� Acumen 

� Antebellum 

� Auspicious 

� Belie 

� Bellicose 

� Bowdlerize 

� Chicanery 

� Chromosome 

� Churlish 

� Circumlocution 

� Circumnavigate 

� Deciduous 

� Deleterious 

� Diffident 

� Enervate 

� Enfranchise 

� Epiphany 

� Equinox 

� Euro 

� Evanescent 

� Expurgate 

� Facetious 

� Fatuous 

� Feckless 

� Fiduciary 

� Filibuster 

� Gamete 

� Gauche 

� Gerrymander 

� Hegemony 

� Hemoglobin 

� Homogeneous 

� Hubris 

� Hypotenuse 

� Impeach  

� Incognito 

� Incontrovertible 

� Inculcate 

� Infrastructure 

� Interpolate 

� Irony 

� Jejune 

� Kinetic 

� Kowtow 

� Laissez faire 

� Lexicon 

� Loquacious  

� Lugubrious 

� Metamorphosis 

� Mitosis 

� Moiety 

� Nanotechnology 

� Nihilism 

� Nomenclature 

� Nonsectarian 

� Notarize 

� Obsequious 

� Oligarchy 

� Omnipotent 

� Orthography 

� Oxidize 

� Parabola 

� Paradigm 

� Parameter 

� Pecuniary 

� Photosynthesis 

� Plagiarize 

� Plasma 

� Polymer 

� Precipitous 

� Quasar 

� Quotidian 

� Recapitulate 

� Reciprocal 

� Reparation 

� Respiration 

� Sanguine 

� Soliloquy 

� Subjugate 

� Suffragist 

� Supercilious 

� Tautology 

� Taxonomy 

� Tectonic 

� Tempestuous 

� Thermodynamics 

� Totalitarian 

� Unctuous 

� Usurp 

� Vacuous 

� Vehement 

� Vortex 

� Winnow 

� Wrought 

� Xenophobe 

� Yeoman 

� Ziggurat 

 


